
 

Dear Legislation Committee,  
This submission is with regard to the part of the bill which attempts to alter the Seal of Confession. 
It has been stated that the legislation is in response to the Royal Commission, however the 
recommendations presented by the Royal Commission list five groups to be considered for mandatory 
reporting and this bill addresses only one. Furthermore the one it addresses, religious ministers, is 
likely to be the group that has the least impact, since the only Churches with the Sacrament of 
Confession are the Catholic and Orthodox. Beyond this the Sacrament can be considered to be a 
form of counseling (which priests as part of the university degree are trained in) yet psychologists and 
counselors, the first group mentioned by the Royal Commission, and who, in their primary capacity, 
would encounter many more people are not addressed. 
 
The efficacy of Clause 124BA is also questionable, since the Sacrament of Confession can be 
anonymous. The confessional (room in which Confession traditionally occurs) can have a grille or 
curtain between the priest and penitent, obscuring the face, at no point does the priest ask for the 
name or contact details of the penitent, so if they do not recognize them there would be no way to 
accurately report. From the perspective of an abused person mentioning abuse within confession, 
there have been many testimonies from victims for the Seal. See: 
(https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=106686937785489&id=102372108216972) 
And the most vulnerable those under six, do not participate in the Sacrament of Confession, which is 
administered, at earliest 7 years of age, the age of reason, more likely at 8 or 9.  
Furthermore the implementation and policing of this clause is unclear. Will government or police 
agencies have to constantly monitor church properties? 
 
Finally the Australian bishops do not possess the authority to alter the Seal of Confession, thus this 
clause will put both the bishops and their subordinate priests, in the unlikely event that somebody 
actually confesses to such an horrific act, in a position of having to choose between civil law(and risk 
excommunication), and The Church. 

 


