
12 October 2009 

Linda Omar 
Committee Clerk 
Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs 
Legislative Council 
Parliament House 
PERTH, WA6000 

To; The Standing Committeee on Environment and Public Affairs. 
Deep Sewerage in the Cockburn area 

I would like to present the following submission that outlines our own personal 
experience with the ongoing issue of the rollercoaster ride we have had with 
Infill Sewerage Program. 

My husband and I bought our house in 2001 and whilst it was an old home in 
need of some work we felt that we would be able to make do for the next 5 years. 
We entered into dialogue with the Water Corporation and were told that deep 
sewerage connection was not far away and we would probably have the ability 
to connect to deep sewerage within the next couple of years. This helped us 
make the decision to buy our property with the confidence that we would be able 
to renovate within the next 5 years. 

I started to make phone calls about every 6 months to the Water Corporation to 
find out what the update was with the infill sewerage. The answers were varied 
but most of the time we were given hope that the connection would be through 
soon. 

In the ensuing years I watched as the Port Coo gee development some 400 meters 
away had the drainage put through and past our properties around 2006 and 
even rung the Water Corporation at this stage stating that surely this would be a 
perfect time to sewer the small pocket in Coogee that was awaiting sewerage 
infill, as the machines were right there. I was told that whilst this would make 
sense it was not how things worked in government. 

In 2006 we found out that the incumbent Gallop Government cancelled the infill 
sewerage program again. (In the previous 5 years it had been cancelled and 
reinstated again but I am unsure of the exact years) We once again put our 
plans to renovate and expand our house on the "back burner". 

We watched on as our local community group lobbied the government and were 
consequently successful in having the program reinstated after showing them 
the hardships and health problems many members of the community in the 
Spearwood and Coogee region were faced with, without the connection going 
through. 
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Our family was growing up and the need to renovate our home started to 
become a priority issue and added to the stresses we already felt day to day. 
Then one day my husband fell through our lawn when we were playing ball with 
the kids and on further investigation we found out that this was where one of 
our leach drains was. We then realised our septic system was starting to have 
serious problems and I rang around to find a plumber who could come up with a 
solution. Plumbers visited our home and the best they could suggest was for us 
to drop a pump into our tanks and have the effluent pumped out onto the vacant 
land behind us. We were told this type of solution was becoming a common 
practice in our area as many septic systems were now having problems. We 
refused this suggestion as we felt this was unhygienic and illegal. All we could 
do was to continue to have our tanks pumped every time raw sewerage came up 
our shower or started to overflow in our toilet. This did become more and more 
frequent as time went on. 

My husband started to get eczema on his legs and while we cant conclusively link 
this to the back up in our shower recess it was coincidental that this did happen 
concurrently. 

Finally in 2008 we got "THE" letter. We were going to get the benefit of infill 
sewerage that so many other Australians enjoyed, no more backing up of the 
toilet or shower (this happens with little warning so during a shower you could 
find yourself suddenly standing ankle deep in sewerage). By this stage we had 
to pump out our septic system every 6 weeks at of a cost of around $750 each 
time. There was light at the end of this tunnel! We were elated. 

Then in early 2009 we started to hear rumours that this may in fact not be 
happening and that the new state government had decided to make cutbacks and 
the infill sewerage program was one of the cutbacks they would be making. We 
thought surely this wasn't happening again. The many notices, letters and 
pamphlets we had received up to now telling us how "the area to be sewered is 
unsuitable for long term on site disposal of septic tank effluent in the ground" 
and "A sewerage system provides safeguards to the community and the 
environment" apparently no longer mattered. The government of the day 
needed to make financial cutbacks and our health and wellbeing was no longer a 
priority. There was no reinstatement date offered, just that it would be reviewed 
in 4 years. We would have to wait indefinitely for this government and 
subsequent governments to decide whether our health and wellbeing was 
important enough to resurrect this program, if ever. This was a kick in the guts 
and left us feeling truly dejected, depressed and that we live in a community that 
was not worthy of the benefits of infill sewerage. 

When the cancellation notice came through we new we had to do something to 
relieve our septic problem urgently. We could not continue to pump out our 
septics at such a high cost and our yard was being dug up regularly which started 
to create other problems. My children could no longer have friends over as I felt 
nervous that the yard was not safe and they could trip or fall over the areas we 
had to keep digging up so we could have our tanks pumped. There was the 
possibility of the ground opening up and someone falling into a leach drain. My 
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dogs were now digging up the smelly soil and spreading it through our house. 
The health issues were worrying and I was becoming more and more agitated by 

. how this was affecting our lives and health. 

I was finally referred to a plumber who was helping other members of the 
community and I asked him to come out and see what could be done. After 
telling me they had to dig up all our septics and leach drains to work out what 
the main cause of the problem was he said they could then give us a better idea 
as to how they may be able to relieve the situation. Unfortunately the bottom 
line was that our yard is soaked in effluent and there was nowhere for it to soak 
into. We couldn't put any more septics in as there was no room and it wasn't 
going to help as there was nowhere for it to drain anyway. 

After going through this process the best solution was to lengthen the leach 
drain out under my back fence and run it along our boundary onto the 
government land. While this was not really legal, council would turn a blind eye 
and when Minister Jacobs toured our area to see a few of the affected homes he 
(and Phil Edmunds) did visit and see how we had now been forced to do 
something that we weren't completely comfortable in doing but really had no 
choice. We were once again told that this solution was only a bandaid remedy 
and that the best we should hope for was that we might not experience back up 
for maybe the next 2 years. 

Where are we today? We still have no real idea as to when we might see the infill 
sewerage program reinstated and as we are now 15 years into a 10 year 
program there is a great deal of scepticism in what we are told now anyway. As a 
family we will be packing up our house this month and have taken on a rental 
property close by that is connected to sewerage. We can no longer live in the 
conditions we have been forced to endure. I have sand dug out of septics all over 
my yard and we can't renovate, as we need to pull the septics out to do this. We 
could look at selling our house and moving on but we like the area we live in. 
The cost of Stamp Duty alone to move to a property of similar value is around 
$47 000. We would not realise the full value of our property as it is, as there are 
obvious problems that we would have to disclose to a purchaser by law. Why 
should we be disadvantaged and sell our house under value because the state 
governments over the last 10 years have failed to deliver essential services to 
our property? 

I am happy there is an inquiry and hope that through hearing of some of the 
hardships many of our community have had to live with that there may be some 
way to have this essential program reinstated urgently and that many of us can 
then move on with our lives and take advantage of a service so many other West 
Australians take for granted and have done so for years. I hope in the morning 
when you take your morning constitutional that you may reflect on how we feel, 
when at any moment, the flush we make, may not flush, and our problem 
continues. 
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I have included a copy of the records I started to keep once I started to feel 
sceptical as to whether the there was any hope of us ever getting sewerage. 

This spreadsheet outlines some of the costs we have incurred. 

DATE INVOICE # COST 
20-Dec-04 4441 $370.00 

5-Jun-07 36477 $810.00 
7-Sep-07 39393 $720.00 
1-Apr-08 44768 $750.00 
2-Dec-08 53003 $750.00 

16-Mar-09 54891 $750.00 
1-May-09 53211 $750.00 

12-Jun-09 1122 $1,020.00 

$5,920.00 

This spreadsheet is a copy of the notes I started to keep after the first couple of 
cancellations. 

Receive letter from Water Authority saying we will 
lS-0ct-07 be connected in 2007/200S 
24-Jan-OS Said we should be connected by October 200S Jim Ridgewell 
21-Feb-OS Said we are still in line to start April 200S Jim Ridgewell 

1/04/0S Said work should start in June 200S Jim Ridgewell 
Tender papers have gone out and could be 6 weeks 

19-Aug-OS before they start 
14/10/0S Ready to start tenders are in should start Oct/Nov Jim Ridgewell 

Tenders went out Tuesday about another 6 weeks 
Nov-OS before start 

Definitely done in next S to 9 months should be 
19/11/0S oct/nov. Going to Ministers office to sign off Tony D'Ascanio 

Finalising the contract award and should hopefully 
Dec-OS start mid Jan and finish July/Aug 09 Tony D'Ascanio 

Receive Information sheet in colour from Water 
Corp stating that all sewerage projects will be 

Feb-09 completed by 2010 Mailed 
May-09 Govt announces deferment indefinitely 
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The infill sewerage works include constructing below ground sewerage pipelines and a number of new 
sewerage pump stations throughout the area. The infill sewerage program in the Spearwood area is valued at 
approximately $16 million and will be completed by mid 2010. 

In order to do this work our contractors will need to dig holes in several streets and properties in the area, and 
we apologise for any disruption caused. In all cases these areas will be returned to at least the original 
condition once the work is complete. 

The Water Corporation will provide Spearwood community members, in particular those directly affected, with 
regular updates about the works. 

How will this affect you? 
As our construction teams move through the Spearwood area, we will contact home owners and businesses 
directly affected by the works by mail and by visiting your home. 

We will let you know when the infill sewerage will reach your property and what you may need to do to 
connect to the sewerage system. More information on connecting to the sewer system is available on the 
Water Corporation's website (click on Wastewater) or by phoning 13 1395. 

The State wide Infill Sewerage Program 
The Spearwood infill sewerage work is being planned as part of the State wide Infill Sewerage Program, 
which began in 1994 and has seen infill sewerage installed to more than 90,000 homes throughout WA. 

As part of this program, suburbs and towns were selected for infill sewerage based on health and 
environmental grounds. In 2006, in response to concerns raised by a number of Spearwood residents, the 
Department of Health, with assistance of the Water Corporation, conducted a review of the priority ranking for 
infill projects. Following this review, Spearwood infill sewerage works were brought forward and will now be 
completed by 2010. 

Other Water Corporation work in the Spearwood area 
In addition to infill sewerage works, the Water Corporation will invest more than $100 million in the next five 
years to upgrade water and wastewater services in the area. 

Extensive upgrade works are planned at the Woodman Point Waste Water Treatment Plant, which will halve 
odour emissions by the end of 2008, and improve amenity for people living in the nearby area. Further odour 
reduction and waste treatment upgrade work will continue at the Woodman Point plant over the coming years. 

Upgrade work is also planned to improve water supply services in the area. New water pipelines being 
constructed in Spearwood, Beeliar and Success will provide water supply services to housing developments 
in the area. 

Further information and updates on these projects are available on the Water 
Corporation's website www.watercorporation.com.au or contact project 

communications officer Trisha Lee on 08 9420 2231 or email 
trisha.lee@watercorporation.com.au 
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July 2008 

Infill sewerage and other water projects 
underway in Spearwood area 

Work has now commenced on construction of infill sewerage for more than a thousand homes and 
businesses in the Spearwood area. 

As well as infill sewerage, the Water Corporation will also be working in and around the City of Cockburn on 
more than $180 million worth of upgrades and new water infrastructure projects over the next five years. 

Current and future Infill Sewerage projects in Spearwood 
The Water Corporation is installing infill sewerage in many areas of Spearwood to reduce the use of septic 
tanks, and reduce health or environmental risks associated with septic tanks. 

Infill projects are planned based on local topography and sewerage catchments. The upcoming projects 
include: 

Spea/wood 4E '·Nork be'};;1l June 2008, Comp lete [ >:<:emcer 2fX_ 

• Sped/wood 12P Pc.ginning August 2(·1)8 - June 2009 

• Spearwood 16PP 8~9illr,in9 ~,ugust ,Xtc.a - .Iun", 2009 

• Spearwood 27A O::t·:,I:-=or ':;'1).03 - -'LlIl", 20:·09 

Spear wood 28A Februa rv 2009 - .IL1n~ ZHO 

Spear wood 3N F~b/1Ja/'1' ::":·U? - June 201 

Spearwooc/ 16A8 February 2'X'9 - JUIl~ ,;))10) 

• SpearwoQd 2E '~ol1'ol= . leted (:, :tol:,er }~(q 
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