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7 Brockman Street, Gingin, Western Australia 6503 
Telephone (08) 9575 2211 Facsimile (08) 95752121 

Email: mail@gingin.wa.gov.au 
Web: www.gingin.wa.gov.au 

Environment and Public Affairs Committee - Legislative Council 
Legislative Council 
Parliament House 
PERTH WA 6000 

Dear Sir/Madam 

SEWERAGE PRIORITY AREAS - HEALTH GROUNDS 

With reference to the inquiry into Deep Sewerage in the Cockburn Area and point 4 of the Terms of 
Reference, I thank you for providing the Shire of Gingin the opportunity to comment in respect to 
problems/difficulties associated with onsite effluent disposal within the Shire of Gingin. 

Gingin 

Considerable work has been directed towards establishing the prioritised need for the town of Gingin to 
be provided with a comprehensive sewer scheme in response to recognised environmental and public 
health issues relating to the absence of efficient sewage disposal. 

The town of Gingin has a population of approximately 600 residents being housed in 325 dwellings and 
is located adjacent to the Gingin Brook which flows into the Moore River. All residential dwellings 
within the town site are serviced by septic tank effluent disposal systems utilising leach drains (in 
heavy clay soils), with concerns that ongoing development activity, coupled with the advancing age of 
the effluent disposal infrastructure in the town, will result in significant increases of leachate entering 
into the Brook, with visible increases in algae populations already being evident. It is not unusual 
during winter months to witness leachate contaminated storm water flowing towards the Brook. 

The Central Coast Planning Coordinating Committee (CCPCC), in the late 1990's, commissioned BSD 
Consultants Pty Ltd to initiate a project to address the issues of pollution and waste management in the 
Central Coast region. The resulting publication, Central Coast Region, Regional Pollution Reduction 
and Management Strategy (CCRRPRMS), published in 1999, recognises the problem of effluent 
seepage into the Gingin Brook and notes the necessity of the town being listed as a priority town site 
for sewerage under the Department of Health's Draft Country Sewerage Policy. 

The Water and Rivers Commission's 1997 Gingin Water Reserve Water Source Protection Plan also 
confirms that its water bores, located within an unconfined aquifer, have the potential to be 
contaminated by runoff from septic tanks located within the town site. 

Significant interest is being shown in the town site of Gingin as a business and industry hub, as well as 
an increasingly popular alternative residential locale. Approximately 130 new lots situated within, and 
adjacent to, the town site are currently being developed for release. The majority of these properties 
will have the potential to contribute to leachate seepage through the town site and into the Gingin 
Brook. 
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Lancelin 

The coastal town site of Lancelin is located 127 km north of Perth, having approximately 837 dwellings. 
The town is located on a high, tidally influenced, water table causing difficulties in maintaining 
necessary clearances from the septic tank effluent disposal systems and making control of leachates 
from those apparatus almost impossible. 

Lancelin has an established reticulated sewer system in its newly developed areas in addition to a 
Shire-initiated sewer system to a portion of the established area of town. Significant areas of Lancelin, 
however, still require the installation of reticulated sewer to cover the full extent of the town. 

Guilderton 

In respect to problems/difficulties associated with onsite effluent disposal within the Guilderton town 
site, it is also noted that the town of Guilderton is listed as a priority town site for sewerage under 
Schedule 2. of the Department of Health's Draft Country Sewerage Policy as a location with public 
health and environmental constraints for onsite waste water disposal. The town of Guilderton has 
approximately 481 dwellings and is located adjacent to the Moore River. All residential dwellings within 
the town site are serviced by septic tank effluent disposal systems, with most utilising single leach 
drains or soakwells. There are major concerns that ongoing infill subdivision and proposed expansion 
of the town, coupled with the advancing age of the effluent disposal infrastructure in the town, will also 
result in significant increases of leachate entering the Moore River. 

The urgency of acquiring reticulated sewerage to the towns of Gingin, Guilderton and Lancelin is now 
at a critical stage in respect to public health and environmental issues, and the Shire of Gingin urges 
the State Government to establish the abovementioned towns as priority areas for infill sewerage 
provision. 

Please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned should you wish to discuss any of these matters 
further. 

Yours sincerely 
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W L HARRIS 
PRINCIPAL ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH OFFICER 
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