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To whom it may concern,  
 
 
INQUIRY INTO THE STUDENT TRANSPORT ASSISTANCE POLICY FRAMEWORK  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide a submission to the inquiry into the Student Transport 
Assistance Policy Framework.  
  
Currently we have 2 of our children attending the Kondinin Primary School that get to school via 
the Kulin District High School bus. While this does currently work it is a long bus run that will be 
difficult to expand in future years for other new students that are up and coming that currently 
come to our Early Years Learning at the Kondinin Primary School that live on out farms. For the 
future of our school we would like to see a bus run back in Kondinin.  
 
Sadly in recent years, the decision was made to take the existing bus run that serviced Kondinin 
Primary School and transfer to a bus servicing the needs of Narembeen District High School. This 
alone had a massive impact on the school numbers, not only by allowing access to another school 
for Kondinin town-site students, but also removing the bus option for students on outlying rural 
properties. 
 
Current school aged parents who live on farms within the locality of Kondinin are faced with one 
option that enables them to send their children to the ‘local and closest school’; put their children 
on a bus run designed primarily to transport high school aged children from Hyden / Karlgarin and 
Kondinin to Kulin.  Whilst this situation has enabled some primary school aged children who live on 
farms on the Kulin / Hyden bus route to attend Kondinin Primary School, the school have no control 
on this situation and no way in the consideration of amending this route to capture more Kondinin 
farm children to attend Kondinin Primary School.  This scenario also requires Kondinin Primary 
School staff to supervise these children when they arrive at school before school officially starts 
and after school when school officially ends. Having our own bus service would enable staff to 
better utilise this time spent on improving educational outcomes of students, rather than providing 
direct supervision of bus students. Along with this it’s unfair for teachers and staff to be supervising 
students beyond what is expected norm in their profession, and the costings of such activities could 
be spent better elsewhere in the School. There are currently two bus services that take children 
from the Kondinin town site, one of which takes students to Kulin District High School and the other 
Narembeen District High School. Whilst this provides choice for students attending High School, it 
also enables primary school children to attend both these District High Schools, the latter of which 
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has serious social, community, economic and financial implications on both Kondinin Primary 
School itself, and the Kondinin community as a whole.  
 
I am also aware that there is a Narembeen bus contractor that works at Kondinin Primary School 
as the Gardner and parks the bus at Kondinin Primary School, giving the appearance that the bus 
parked out the front of the school for most days of the week is in fact that of the schools, when it 
is in fact not. This has caused many a remark and is not well received within the community, it 
seems strange how a Narembeen School Bus has a start and end point in Kondinin which I believe 
the first pick up should be those Eligible and not the Complimentary passengers. It is recommended 
that this type of scenario is taken into consideration when determining new contracts as a school 
affects the future of small communities as a whole.  
 
Kondinin has been fortunate in many local families now reaching school aged children in coming 
few years and we have the opportunity to attract families from farms in the locality of Kondinin. 
Without reasonable and fair travel times to their local school, these parents may seek options 
elsewhere. More student numbers at the School mean more parent helpers to build a future. WE 
have a fabulous little school and my kids love attending. 
 
Thank you for your consideration in our submission  
 
 
Yours Sincerely 
 
 
Helen & Matthew Crane 
Parents of Students Kondinin Primary School 
 
 
 


