
 

To the Legislation Committee: 
 
I wish to voice my strong concern about the Children and Community Services Amendment Bill 2019, 
which introduces mandatory reporting of child sexual abuse for priests, even if the information is 
disclosed during a Confession. 
 
This Bill would impinge on freedom of religion for Catholics, both laity and priests, in this state.  The 
Seal of Confession is a law of the Universal Church (which the Australian Catholic Church does not 
have the authority to alter), and therefore bishops and priests would be placed in an unacceptable 
dilemma of either breaking Church law or Western Australian state law. If breaking Church law, they 
would be excommunicated from their office and calling; if breaking state law, they could face 
imprisonment.  As a Catholic, I do not want to see this happen to our priests.  The Seal of Confession 
is also sacred to Catholics; Confession is a highly important Sacrament in our faith, and the absolute 
trust of priests and their total confidentiality is critical to this Sacrament.  It allows people to confidently 
and openly discuss personal matters with priests and to enable healing to occur, through forgiveness 
from Our Lord, mediated by the priest.  If a perpetrator confessed sexual abuse to a priest in 
Confession, their forgiveness would be dependent on their reporting their crime to authorities and 
accepting accountability; penance is a central component to Confession. 
 
It seems that inadequate consultation has occurred with key stakeholders in this Amendment Bill, as 
many sexual abuse survivors access the Sacrament of Confession as a safe space for healing and 
support.  Additionally, if adequate consultation had occurred with the Catholic Church, then the 
sacredness of the Seal to West Australian Catholics would be better understood, as well as the 
unacceptable dilemma priests and bishops would be placed under, and the clear compromise of 
religious freedom as a consequence to both priests and laity. 
 
Thank you for listening to this submission. 
 
Regards, 
 
Bronwyn Muller 
 

 




