
Submission Against The Children & Community Services Amendment Bill 2019 – Clause 51 

to 53 of the Amendment Bill 2019 

I am writing to oppose the Amendment Bill 2019 in relation to the recommendations 7.3 and 7.4 as 

contained in the Final Report of the Royal Commission, clause 51 to 53.  

For the purposes of my submission, I will refer to these two amendments as Recommendation 7.3 

and Recommendation 7.4 only. 

I do not condone any form of abuse of anyone by anyone.  Our society is built on family values, of 

mutual respect and mutual obligation by its citizens. This is the basis of our Christian Belief and 

Catholic Faith for over 2,000 years. 

The Sacrament of Confession is a gift, a sacrament similar to Baptism, Holy Eucharist, Confirmation, 

Matrimony. We receive these gifts by the Grace of God.  A priest is able to forgive and absolve our 

‘sins’ by the Grace of God through the seal of Confession, it is an acknowledgement of our 

shortcomings, between the penitent and God. The priest has NO KNOWLEDGE of who the person is 

making the confession. A priest has NO RIGHT to break the seal of confession. This is the basis of our 

faith, our religion over centuries.  

I expect absolute confidentiality when I make a confession as a practice of my Catholic Faith, my 

religion. It will break a Catholic’s trust in the priest and the confessional if a priest or ‘minister of 

religion’ were singled out under this Amendment. It will make me hesitate to go to confession even 

though my sins have nothing to do with abuse. 

There are 177 Catholic priests in the State of WA.  Are these 177 priests being used by the 

Government of WA as ‘pseudo’ police in this state? To monitor every citizen in our community as 

they go about peacefully practising their faith. Are we living in a police state as in some countries 

where people are monitored in every step of the way. 

 The Catholic Church has accepted 98% of the recommendations of the Royal Commission’s report 

on child sexual abuse. Priests and ministers of religion are NOT ‘police’. Priests are there to support 

their congregation. They are not employed by governments to ‘police’ everyday law abiding citizens.  

 

 




