
 

I have concerns about the proposed government bill - Children and Community Services Amendment 
Bill 2019 - as it presently stands before Parliament. These are as follows: 
I have learnt that many child abuse survivors speak of the confessional remaining the only safe place 
they can easily access to seek healing and support about their trauma without having to divulge 
personal details or spend money.  
Also, we heard terrible stories of the effects of child sexual abuse in the Royal Commission, and this 
related only to abuse from within institutions and not within the family. Survivors tell of how there is 
literally nowhere else available to them that offers access to confidential care outside of professional 
working hours and this access is often on their doorstep in most suburbs through the confessional. 
Those whose lives are already broken and devastated will pay an even greater price by the policing of 
the confessional. Justice must be for all and not for the few. 
I have been moved to hear personal stories from victims within my church. They have spoken out 
about the profound healing power of the Seal of Confession and have said that if the Seal of 
Confession had been policed as the bill before Parliament presently suggests then they would have 
been left despairing and suicidal. Wouldn’t it be better to keep encouraging this healing path of the 
broken, whether they are abuse survivors or not?  
I was particularly moved when hearing the story of one young man I know when he shared how “a few 
years ago, due to my inner turmoil,” he said, “I felt compelled to consider Christ. But where would I 
find Him? I went to confession, and through many sobs and tears I tasted of true freedom for the first 
time in my life.” He went on to say that he felt that “the State Government’s proposed amendments 
feel to me like a calculated external attack on the Catholic Church which is both my soul’s home and 
its hospital. I was betrayed and abandoned as a young child. I now feel I am reliving that same pain, 
only this time round it feels like it is politicians who are reabusing me when they are paid and elected 
to protect children and vulnerable adults.” 
The victims and survivors who I know are already reluctant to keep going to confession. They don’t 
want intrusion into their past trauma, and they don’t want to cause trouble for the men who, having 
been sworn to secrecy, kindly give of their time and energy to support victims. I cannot bear to think 
that a law designed to protect will result in victims paying a yet greater price. 
I am also concerned that no directive has been laid down or shared as to how policing of the 
confessional might take place. How will a clergy member be able to stand up and fight against a false 
charge made against him? It would be one voice against another. This is deeply concerning and 
answers need to be clear and made public to a question such as this before a law is passed through 
Western Australia’s Parliament. 
Thank you for the work you are doing to iron out this challenging legislation. 




