
29th October 2021 

To the Honorable Members of the Parliamentary Committee Inquiry into the Student 
Transport Assistance Policy Framework. 

 

I am writing as a concerned local business owner and as the Coordinator of the Community 
Resource Centre.  Kondinin Primary School does not have a specific bus that brings children 
into the school.  Children have to catch the Kulin/Hyden bus into town.  This bus is designed 
for secondary students who wish to travel to Kulin from Hyden/Karlgarin/Kondinin to Kulin 
District High School.  It also takes town primary-aged children from Kondinin to Kulin to 
attend primary school there.  This is at the tax payers’ expense.  

The Narembeen District High School bus contractor works at Kondinin Primary School and 
parks the bus at the school. This bus also takes three primary aged children out of town to 
attend primary school in Narembeen.  At one stage at least ten primary aged students were 
catching this bus, some as young as 4 years old, for the 1½ hour bus trip (one way).  This 
bus is not designed to service Kondinin.  It is a Narembeen District High School bus, with the 
contractor living in Kondinin.  This does not mean it should have its start and end point in 
Kondinin.  If owned by a Narembeen person this would not occur.  I chose to send my 
daughter to Narembeen District High School for high school and although it was convenient 
to have the bus stop right on my doorstep, I had always maintained that this should not 
occur and I would have driven my daughter to where the start/end point would have been if 
this was a Narembeen service.  

Many families new to town assume that the only option for school is Kulin or Narembeen.  
They do not even look at our school to see what it can offer.   At one point last year 14 
primary aged children were catching a bus either to Kulin or Narembeen.  This equates to 
another teacher and extra funds for the local primary school. 

These children that are educated out of town generally end up playing sport out of town, 
attend social functions out of town and parents shop out of town, which impacts our wider 
community.  It has also meant that our community is very dis-jointed.  

With regards 

  

Toni Smeed 

Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 


