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Legislation Committee

Subject: Breaking the seal of confession

From:    
Sent: Friday, 24 July 2020 3:43 PM 
To: Legislation Committee <lclc@parliament.wa.gov.au> 
Subject: Breaking the seal of confession 

 
To whom it may concern 
. 
The breaking of the seal of confession is going to cause sexual assaults on minors to escalate. Those 
victims  who depend on the seal of confession  have been able to reveal these atrocities confidentially and 
thereby encouraged by the confessor to report  to the authorities.   
 
The case I will reveal is of the son of a  friend who had been abused by a priest. The mother went to the 
confessional as she was broken hearted, ashamed and  too embarrassed to talk to anyone. The priest was 
very sympathetic and compassionate towards her and told her that she must report it to the police straight 
away after leaving the confessional. This woman said the priest was saddened by it  and said to her that  by 
no account that she take it to the bishop until she had reported it to the police.  
 
This case occurred decades ago. At that time , not much was known of how to deal with these abuses.  This 
woman   was a dear friend and she later confided in me and told me how confused and  heartbroken she 
was. She would have kept it to herself   had it not been for the confessional. She had total trust in the seal of 
the confessional and felt safe . She told me all that had happened after she had been to confession and 
reported it.  
 
As a result, this case was dealt with by the law. The perpetrator was put in prison  and the woman and child 
were given ongoing professional councelling through the  church and the church also referred both mother 
and child  to a psychologist which they paid for by the church for ongoing treatment.   
 
What is not known is that perpetrators have never been known to use the confessional  and if they happen 
to, the priest will be forced to instruct them to give themselves into the authorities and the perpetrators  will 
only  receive absolution for their sins, on the condition that they sincerely repentant  about their crime 
and  must have given themselves into the authorities.   This is the normal occurrence in confession where 
the penitent is absolved only when one is sincere and makes reparation for their sin, in this case, giving 
themselves into the law and receiving the punishment due for their crime.   
 
A priest  in the confessional is the only safe place for  Catholics and also many who are not catholic  who 
know that the seal of confession cannot be broken.  . A priest is trusted only because of the seal of 
confession. . This is the only safe place.  
 
To remove the seal of confession is the biggest mistake the parliament will do. It will give more  freedom to 
those perpetrators by preventing those victims who are ashamed, confused and traumatised, to have a safe 
place to go to. And it is free. No cost involved.  The priest then demands  that they  reveal the crime  to the 
authorities.  
Only the confessional provides this safe and confidential place.  
 
The victims are those who will suffer tremendously without the seal of confession. They feel that is is a safe 
place for them.   
 
Trusting that the parliament will be mindful of the care of its citizens and especially the victims of this 
awful crime.  



2

 
Sincerely yours  

  




