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Submission to The Leader of the Legislation Committee of Inquiry, 
Children and Community Services Amendment Bill 2019. 
 
The freedom to practice our religion would be eroded should this Bill be passed.  It would 
contravene our Australian Constitution (Chapter V – The States – Item 116 – “The 
Commonwealth is not to legislate in respect of religion.  The Commonwealth shall not make 
any law for…..imposing any religious observance or for prohibiting the full exercise of any 
religion”). 
 
Emanating from what is now the Middle East some 1,990 years ago, the religious concept of 
the Seal of the Confessional has since spread throughout the world and its unassailability to 
date has been faithfully observed, notwithstanding attempts by totalitarian and extreme 
religious movements. 
 
The current proposal by a portion of a sovereign nation to discontinue this time-honoured 
tradition is anathema to the collective billion people of the world’s sovereign nations, which 
have continuously observed this practice.  Its proposed dismantling also has ramifications for 
the legal profession and the media, which currently espouse the inviolable anonymity of 
informative sources. 
 
Many practitioners of the confessional have anecdotally never encountered the confession of 
the abuse of children, although there may have been some which have.  However, if the 
mandatory reporting of such behaviour is introduced, which perpetrator will attempt to seek 
absolution of the crime? 
 
It is a known fact that many survivors of abuse currently use the confessional as a safe space 
for counselling, support and healing, which is available free of charge.  It would be a travesty 
of justice should this refuge – this service, be taken from them. 
 
Our hope is that justice is best served by our Government consulting and working 
collaboratively with the Church towards a just and compassionate outcome for all humanity. 
In the catch-cry of the moment- “We are all in this together”. 
 
Accordingly, we exhort Members of the Committee of Inquiry to take the afore-mentioned 
matters into consideration in coming to their ultimate decision. 
 
 
 
(SGD) Richard GJJ Lynam and Kaye Lynam 




