
Re: Royal Commission into Institutional response into child sexual abuse, esp. 
Reference to recommendations 7.3 and 7.4. 
Dear Legislative Council Members, 
I wish to make the case against singling out a Roman Catholic Priest who during the 
Sacrament of Penance carries out the requirements when a 
penitent comes to him in confession. The Seal of Confession cannot be broken by a priest 
following his deeply held religious belief i l l! 
There is a general legal requirement for any one being told of the crime of paedophilia and 
confirming the story as personally told by the alleged 
criminal, to report the crime to the police. The priest like any one else e.g. those working in 
Child care, should report the criminal act after 
confirming from the paedophile with written evidence, that he has informed the police. 
(How is this done?—see below *) 
The priest will then be free to hear the confession of the paedophile in the Sacrament of 
Penance and ask God to forgive the paedophile. 
No further reporting needs to be done after hearing the confession. 
I repeat: 
The paedophile can ask for forgiveness when he is allowed to declare his sin in the 
Sacrament of Confession after first reporting the crime to the police. 

My Catholic belief is based on the following tenets: 
(a) Render unto Caesar-the Government-what is the legal responsibility of the State-
and to God what needs to be brought before Him . 
(b) Our Constitution attempts to keep the State and Religion separate. 

One example of this being fulfilled is not to interfere with religious beliefs of a Catholic 
priest singling him out from other members of the public 

just because of his religious beliefs ! i 
(c) Jesus (our God) has condemned any person who defiles a child. Better for him not to be j 
born ; better that he puts a millstone around his neck 

and jumps in the sea.' The priest as a Minister of religion is supposed to condemn the 
person and denounce the act of paedophilia. 

He should not do anything to protect the paedophile. 
If a paedophile commits a crime and goes through the complete rituals of a confession, 
the 'Seal of Confession' should not be broken. 
The priest will not allow this Seal to be broken. Alternate action can be followed to get 
around this dilemma. 
Firstly, the child who has been abused should be encouraged to tell a priest outside the 

confessional. The priest can then be held legally responsible for 
not reporting the criminal act when it is confirmed. The child can also inform the police 
through his/her parents. 
Secondly, In the case of an adult paedophile who comes to the confessional, the priest 
can inform the person not to bring up the criminal sexual act unless 
he has first told the police; this is a sort of 'restitution'. 

• This prior information can be done in the following way 

A simple notice can be put outside the confessional and all potential confessors should 
have to read the notice^ 

The priest should not hear and give a blessing of God's forgiveness in a confession unless it 
is confirmed by the person that he has been to the police 
-by producing a copy of the police'charge sheet' and giving it to the priest well before 
coming to make a confession. 

In this way both objectives of the priest to hear a full confession (the complete Sacrament) 
with the Seal of Confession intact and the requirements of 

the State to be informed of the criminal act of paedophilia can be fulfilled. 
 (Arthur Lobo) 
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