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SUBJECT: SUBMISSION TO INQUIRY INTO CHILDREN AND 
COMMUNITY SERVICES AMENDMENT BILL 2019  
 
I don’t condone any form of abuse by anyone and regret what has 
happened in the past. The Catholic Church accepts most of the 
recommendations of the report of the Royal Commission into Institutional 
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse. 

The Perth Archdiocese has led the way in reform and implementation of 
child safeguarding procedures in Australia, and this model has been 
implemented Australia wide.  The abuse reported was mostly pre 1990, 
safeguarding procedures have been effected and are in current practise in 
Western Australia.  What is the justification for introducing this 
Amendment Bill in Western Australia?   

The Children and Community Services Amendment Bill 2019 (the Bill) has 
already been passed in the WA parliament by the lower house.  It is 
halfway to becoming a law. 

The Bill declares a priest a criminal for refusing to break the “seal of 
confession”, (it doesn’t require lawyers, psychologists or social workers to 
reveal information about child abuse). 

The Bill demonstrates lack of respect for the sacrament of confession and 
the penitential rite. Efficacious sacraments are signs of grace instituted by 
Christ by which divine life is dispensed. 

If recommendation 7.4 is passed, it will break the trust between the priest 
and the penitent. People will be hesitant to confess their sins if they are not 
assured of confidentiality, thereby depriving themselves of grace. 



~Recommendation 7.4~ 

I indisputably do not support mandatory reporting of what is disclosed in 
the sacrament of reconciliation. 

There is much to be said that discredits 7.4, but sufficient to say that The 
Australian Constitution s116 of the Commonwealth provides that, - “The 
Commonwealth shall not make any law for establishing any religion, or 
for imposing any religious observances, or for prohibiting the free exercise 
of any religion…” 
- Furthermore, Australia has an obligation under international law, and 
under its constitution to protect the right to freedom of religion and belief. 

Australia, a welfare country, should be using its resources to train 
personnel across the spectrum to be vigilant to detect paedophilia cases 
and to train children and the vulnerable  to recognize when they are being 
abused. 

~Recommendation 7.3~ 

I wholeheartedly support this recommendation but why are the first four 
points - 
“Out of home care workers, etc. etc. …” 
- not included in the Bill.  Why is only “people in religious ministry” 
included? This is discrimination. 

Kindly look into this matter with all seriousness. Passing the Bill will put 
the clergy in an indefensible position - having to make the choice of being 
excommunicated from the Catholic Church for breaking the Canon law, or 
being branded as a criminal. 

Yours faithfully 

Mrs Zilma Rangel 

20 July 2020 

 
 

 
 




