
 

 

Dear Legislation Comamittee, 

This letter is in reference to the Seal of Confessional as mentioned in the Children and Community 

Services Amendment Bill 2019. 

 

The main reason I have been led to write to you today is the following:  

I have heard the terrible stories of the effects of child sexual abuse in the Royal Commission, and 

this related only to abuse from within institutions and not within the family. Many survivors say 

that the confessional offers them access to confidential care outside of professional working hours 

and in every town and city. This means there is protection for children in all circumstances, not 

just in some. Isn’t this bill meant to be about the protection of all children and not just those in 

certain circumstances? 

Furthermore, there are Existing and Other Possible Measures to Safeguard Children within the 

Catholic church.  

1. The Catholic Church in Australia has implemented 79 of the 80 recommendations put 

forward in the Royal Commission’s Final Report, except for / bar the recommendation 

relating to breaking the Seal of Confession, which the bishops cannot change or rule on. 

This is a decision for the Holy See / the Vatican to make. 

2. The Catholic Archdiocese of Perth has implemented exemplary measures in the 

safeguarding of children. The Archdiocese of Perth has successfully rolled out a 

Safeguarding Programme that has been adopted as a model across Catholic dioceses 

throughout Australia. No other organisation outside the Catholic Church of Australia has 

a similar or as large-scale a programme for the safeguarding of children as exists in Western 

Australia. 

Hence, I would ask you to consider that rather than force the Church to implement mandatory 

reporting by breaking the seal of confession, which is beyond its power to do, the Government 

should instead consult and work collaboratively with the Church to implement and improve 

practices that are within the Church’s power to implement. 

I am grateful to you for considering what I have written above.  

 

With gratitude,  

Miss Vinitha Cyriac 

 




