
Dear Legislative Committee, 

I am writing to you concerning the proposed addition Clause124BA of the Children and Community 

Services Bill 2019. As I understand this Bill it requires Ministers of Religion to mandatory report Child 

Abuse revealed in the Sacrament of Confession and the effect it would have on victims. 

As I understand this proposed addition is not also adding the Royal Commission (RC’s) mandatory 

reporting other four recommendations concerning this subject. I believe these are: 

 Out of home care workers, excluding Foster and Kinship/Protective carers. 

 Youth Justice Workers. 

 Early Childhood Workers  

 Registered psychologists and School Counsellors. 

 People in Religious Ministry. 

My question is Why re these not included in the proposed addition to the Amendment. 

I believe that victims of Child Abuse are carefully groomed, often by the Perpetrator that he cares for 

and about the Victim and is coached to believe this is “their little secret”. If they tell anyone they 

will not like the consequences. “We all have the right to feel safe” (Protective Behaviours program) 

The victim needs to feel safe when they reveal any abuse. I understand the Protective Behaviours 

course is taught in both Public and Private Schools and teaches “Nothing is so awful that you can’t 

talk about it with someone”. 

I am a WW2 Veteran, who went on to spend over 39 years in the Navy, rising from a very Ordinary 

Seaman to a senior Commander, and being responsible for managing not only their work but their 

welfare, both male and female, from age of 20 to 57. I well understand the need for Victims to feel 

safe and to have some control when they reveal about abuse. 

My experience is they need to talk to someone they can trust, will not judge them, will listen and 

believe them without judging them. It may take time to gain that trust and they are prepared to go 

further. They need to be empowered and respected. 

The proposed amendment, as I understand it, will require Ministers of Religion to be mandatory 

reporters of child abuse and will not empower the Victim and not respect their wishes. 

I understand the intention of the proposed amendment. As previously stated “WHY ARE THE OTHER 

FOUR ROYAL COMMISSION RECOMMENDATIONS NOT BEING INCLUDED IN THE ADDITION TO THE 

BILL 

Having met and associated with a lot of priests over my 94 years I do not believe any of them would 

break the seal of confession unless the very highest authority approves it. That I believe is doubtful.  

Any priest who is prepared to reveal the confidence of the Confessional would be stripped of his 

ministry and dismissed.  

My name is Bill Ritchie AM, Commander RAN RTD,  

  

Yours faithfully 

W G Ritchie 




