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Sabine Winton

10 th June 2010
Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs
Parliament House
Perth WA 6000

Dear Members
Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission regarding the issues raised in Petition
No 66 - Proposed Limestone Quarry and Batching at Lot 1 Nowergup Road, Nowergup.
I represent a group of residents from Nowergup and Carabooda who are concerned about the
proposed limestone quarry on 7 hectares of virgin bushland, adjacent to Wanneroo Rd,
Nowergup. The proposal seeks to clear over 7 hectares of regionally significant bushland,
adjacent to Bush Forever site 383, Neerabup National Park and Nowergup Lake Fauna
Reserve. I have attached a map for your information.
The land falls within the City of Wanneroo and is zoned Rural Resource. The Nowergup area
has a number of existing and abandoned quarries. The area is deemed to fall within a Priority
Resource Area as defined by the Western Australian Planning Commission and as such any
development applications need the approval of both the City of Wanneroo and the WAPC.
The City of Wanneroo received 251 submissions after advertising the proposal for public
comment. At its October 2009 meeting the Council rejected the proposal. Under the
Metropolitan Region Scheme, the application is currently under consideration for decision by
the Western Australian Planning Commission. The matter is also currently before the State
Administrative Tribunal as a result of WA Limestone appealing the decision made by the City
of Wanneroo.
The City of Wanneroo at the time of rejecting the proposal, primarily based its decision on the
fact that the proposal fell within an area which was identified for landscape protection and
possible future small rural lot subdivsion in the Future of East Wanneroo Strategy, released
by the WAPC in August 2007. Of specific relevance was Recommendation 6.4 which stated
that " the City of Wannneroo initiate further detailed local planning for a special use/small lot
rural subdivision area along Wanneroo Road and a small lot rural subdivision/landscape
protection area as shown on figure 5 in the north-west of east Wanneroo" p.27
The City of Wanneroo at its meeting of 6 th April 2010 resolved to adopt an amendment to
District Planning Scheme No.2, for the purpose of introducing a new zone titled 'Landscape
Enhancement', and to amend the Scheme Map to rezone land in Nowergup and Carabooda to
this zone. This amendment has now been forwarded to the Environmental Protection
Authority for its formal comments and to the WAPC for its consent to advertise.
The City of Wanneroo have been very responsive to the concerns of the local community and
taken up invitations to tour the area to fully appreciate the issues in relation to this proposal

and to enable it to create the proposed Landscape Enhancement Zone which will protect the
special environmental and rural characteristics of this unique area.
We have made repeated invitations to officers of the Department of Planning to meet with
members of the community to take a tour of the local area. These have been refused.
Of further specific interest is the Nowergup Lake and Nowergup Fauna Sanctuary. This site is
adjacent to the proposed development. The Neerabup and Yanchep National Park Draft
Management Plan which is currently open for public comment has within it the proposal for
this site to be formally taken into the Neerabup National Park. As such it is essential to halt
any development applications such as the proposed limestone quarry and concrete hatching
plant which would operate in excess of 20 years adjacent to this extension of the Neerabup
National Park.
The local community have waited for many years for the protection of this area from
incompatible land uses such extractive industries and lime manufacturing. There have been
countless studies, position papers and future directions for this area including the North
Wanneroo Rural Way Project, Wanneroo Tourism Strategy 2004-2008, and the Future of East
Wanneroo 2007. These projects have all involved considerable expenditure and significant
levels of community consulations and public submissions.
Now that the promised action is finally happening it would be absolutely disastrous to allow
such proposals as the limestone quarry and cement hatching plant in Nowergup Rd,
Nowergup to proceed. The proposed site falls right in the heart of the identified area and
would sterilise the entire area from being able to achieve the aims of the Landscape
Enhancement Zone Ammendment that has been actioned and severely impact on the
Neerabup National Park and BushForever Site 383.
Nowergup and Carabooda is also very close to the future Alkimos Regional Centre. It is
characterised by a range of low-key rural activities on landholdings of various sizes. The
natural environment comprises significant remnant native vegetation, conservation category
wetlands and karst features. All of these characteristics led to the creation of the Landscape
Enhancement Zone currently being actioned, as described above, to protect the unique
landscape qualities of the area.
It is on this basis we feel that it is necessary to call for a moratorium on all development
approvals that fall within the Landscape Enhancement Zone so that the City of Wanneroo can
fully complete its obligations as recommended by the Western Australian Planning
Commission.
I would very much welcome the opportunity to speak to the committee in person to provide
further detailed information and supporting evidence in relation to this matter. Please don't
hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or need further information to inform your
preliminary investigations into this matter.

Yours sincerely

Sabine Winton
0427 608 627
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