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Dear Chair

PETITION  O. 052 - NATIVE LOGGING BAN

Thank you for your letter of 22 August 2022 seeking further information to assist with
preliminary enquiries into the issues raised in Petition No. 052 - Native Logging Ban,
tabled by Hon Steve Martin MLC.

I am pleased to provide the attached information and additional context that addresses the
concerns of the petition and Mr Martin.

Thank you for writing to me on this matter.

Yours sincerely

Att

Hon/Dave Kelly MLA
MINISTER FOR FORESTRY

1 9 SEP 2022

Level 8, Dumas House, 2 Havelock Street, West Perth, Western Australia, 6005
Telephone: +61 8 6552 6100 Facsimile: +61 8 6552 6101 Email: minister.kelly@dpc.wa.gov.au



Attachment 1 (75-19480)

The recently announced changes to how our south west forests are managed into
the future are based on the best available science. The United Nations
Intergo ernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) report states that human-
induced climate change is already affecting many weather and climate extremes in
every region across the globe (https://www.ipcc.ch/). We are seeing the impacts
of climate change in the south west of Western Australia with increased fire events
and extreme weather events.

The IPCC Working Group stress that climate change is causing  dangerous and
widespread  disruptions to the environment and people around the world. The
report also states that there is increasing concurrence of heat and drought events
causing tree mortality, an effect that is increasing in the forests of the south-west
of Western Australia (SW WA). Urgent, rapid, and deep reductions in global
greenhouse gases (GHGs) are needed to reduce the ongoing intensity and scale
of climate change impacts.

The major climate changes experienced in the SW WA have been declining
rainfall (28 per cent less cool season rainfall since 1970) and higher temperatures
(1.1°C since 1910). The decline in rainfall in this region has been greater than
anywhere else in Australia and have contributed to an 80 per cent reduction in
streamflow into the dams.

The drying and warming trend is projected to continue and to bring more frequent
and intense heatwaves, drought, and harsher fire weather. The projections
beyond 2030 are entirely dependent on the level of greenhouse gas emission
reductions that are achieved. Under a high emissions scenario (i.e., no action is
taken to reduce GHGs) rainfall is projected to decrease by 45 per cent and
average temperatures increase 2.6°C to 4°C, with a doubling of days over 35°C
and an increase in days with a  severe  fire danger rating.

While forests of the SW WA are adapted to the warm/hot and dry summers and
cool wet winters of the Mediterranean climate, climate change impacts have been
escalating and compounding for several decades. The declining rainfall and drier
soils have led to chronic water stress in parts of the forest leading to reductions in
vegetation density i.e., north-eastern jarrah (Eucalyptus marginata) and wandoo
(Eucalyptus wandoo) forest; predisposing them to crown decline and death in
severe drought and/or heatwave i.e., widespread areas of the jarrah forest in
2010/2011, and; pathogen or pest attack as we have seen in several tree species
including marri (Corymbia calophylla).

The climatic conditions suitable for the survival and regeneration of several of our
iconic eucalypt species are likely to contract as rainfall continues to decline.
Jarrah growth is predicted to decline from between 14 per cent and 50 per cent by
2050-70 under moderate (strong action) and high (no action) emissions scenarios
respectively. Karri growth is also predicted to decline.
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The direct and indirect impacts of climate change on the health and vitality of the
forests have contributed to decreased quality and yield of commercial sawlogs and
supplies to timber mills falling short of demand over the last several years.
Vigorous regrowth of harvested forests, with high water demand, is compounding
the impacts of climate change by contributing to decreased streamflow, and the
capacity of the forest to produce marketable timber. Evidence suggests that
competition for water can be reduced, and forest health and resilience improved
by selective thinning of the dense forest regrowth. Such silviculture treatments to
improve forest health are currently being assessed as management options for the
next Forest Management Plan 2024-2033.

Large-scale land clearing has also been shown to have a significant effect on
regional climate and the observed rainfall decline has been attributed, in part, to
the significant loss of tree cover in SW WA with the conversion of wet sclerophyll
and dry sclerophyll forest to grass and agricultural crops. Forest conservation,
reforestation and thinning activities to promote forest health will all assist with
offsetting through promoting increasing rainfall as well as contributing to the
creation of carbon sinks.

Mean temperatures in the SW WA have increased by about 1.1 °C since 1910, with
the rate of warming higher since 1960. The temperature for SW WA is projected to
increase by at least 0.7°O by 2030. The increase by 2090 is dependent on the
level of global action taken to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. To the end of
February in the summer of 2021/2022 there were 13 days 40°O or above in Perth,
and a record number of days over 35°C. This was the hottest Perth summer on
record and has been attributed to climate change.

Forest management and timber harvesting therefore needs to adapt to the
prevailing climate conditions to ensure forest health is maintained, biodiversity and
habitats are conserved, and fires are more manageable. Thinning of forests by
removing selected trees to reduce competition has been shown to be effective in
restoring tree water status and (to some extent) streamflow in experiments and
small catchment trials. This change in management approach will have the added
benefit of carbon sequestration in our native forests as well as new opportunities
for eco-tourism. Importantly, forest thinning activities will also reduce susceptibility
to significant wildfire events.

Since the last Forest Management Plan there has been a significant reduction in
predicted tonnes per hectare for jarrah sawlog. The Forest Products Commission
(FPC) has had to increase the area of native forest harvested over the period of the
current FMP as the yield of high-grade jarrah sawlog decreased and the need
remained to continue to supply a sawmill industry. There have been limited markets
for non-sawlog products which has meant that areas have been cut primarily for
sawlog. While sawlog production has been the primary goal, thinning of our forests
has focused on improving tree growth for timber production rather than for ecological
and environmental outcomes that are required for the regeneration of a healthy
forest. This significantly impacts the future yield. Since the last Forest Management
Plan there has been a significant reduction in predicted tonnes per hectare for jarrah
sawlog. Subsequent analysis shows that this decline in yield per hectare is more
dramatic than first predicted and is now up to 50% of previous yield per hectare
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(20t/ha to 10t/ha or 50% decline). This reduction was predicted to continue with
some future coupes as low as 5t/ha.

The decline in sawlog yield per hectare means that more area of forest must be
harvested to supply the same amount of sawlog. While costs of production have
increased for the FPC with the expansion in hectares required to supply sawlogs,
the revenues have not, with the FPC making a $2.6 million operating loss before
tax from native forest operations from 2014 to 2021. The simple fact is that native
forest logging for sawlog production is no longer economically or environmentally
sustainable. Climate change cannot be denied and its impact on our south-west
native forests cannot be ignored.

In response to these issues it was necessary for the McGowan Government to act
and make the decision to end native logging by 2024. It is not a decision that was
taken lightly and the Government understands it will affect the native timber
industry and native forestry communities. This is why the Government has
committed $80 million to support workers, businesses and communities as they
transition away from the native forest industry.

The decision to end native logging by 2024 will preserve at least an additional
400,000 hectares of karri, jarrah and wandoo forests, meaning that nearly two
million hectares of native forests will be protected for future generations, including
9000 hectares of high conservation-value karri forests which received immediate
protection upon the announcement.

It is important to note that native timber sourced from approved mine site clearings
and forest management activities to maintain forest health will continue to be
available for high value furniture, joinery, artisanal products, charcoal and
firewood, limiting the impact on firewood merchants and other similar downstream
industries. The FPC works closely with both the Mining Industry and Main Roads
WA to ensure that all wood products cleared for these purposes are fully utilised.
This includes all products from graded timber through to firewood and mulch.

In May 2022, a report on the silvicultural guidelines for the Forest Management
Plan 2024-2033 was prepared for the Western Australian Department of
Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions (DBCA) and is available on their
website. Similarly, several stakeholder focus groups have been brought together
by the DBCA during June and July 2022 to address future planning issues. These
focus groups included industry professionals, tourism representatives, land
managers, local governments, mining industry representatives as well as
ecologists and scientists.

To ensure all stakeholders have up to date information on the future availability of
native forest wood products, stakeholders can register with the DBCA at:
forest.info@dbca.wa.gov.au. Further information is also available at:
www.dbca.wa.gov.au/parks-and-wildlife-service/forests/forest-management-plan.
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