Written Submission regarding Petition No. 092 - Woodbridge Primary School.
Woodbridge Prtmary School community members formed an Action Committee to address the increasing student population and lack of primary
school facilities available in the area. The group are opposed to an additional eight transportable classrooms being placed on the already small
school site and believe changes to the school catchment area and forward planning for new primary schools in the area is urgently required.
We ask the Legislative Council to support;

. The realignment of the local intake area for Woodbrldge Primary School to remove the optional intake area. Currently 9% of students come
from Viveash. Midvale has the capacity for accommodate these student enrolments
. Plans for the reopening of Midland Primary School

. Commence development of an Early Childhood Centre at the old Midland Primary School site which will later be extended to all primary year
levels

. Develop and provide a plan of action to manage the ever-increasing student population in the Woodbridge and Guildford local intake areas.
The following evidence supports our case;
Population growth & residential developments

The increase in housing construction in recent years at the Rosehill Waters Estate, Viveash, the Railway Workshop Development, Central Midland,
South Guildford, in fill construction in Midland, Woodbrldge and surrounding suburbs means Guildford Primary School is near capacity (3 spaces
left for 2019). A transportable classroom was installed at Woodbrldge Primary in early 2018 to meet the growing demands. Major developments
also worth noting from City of Swan forecasting reports are below htt s:11forecast. Id. coin. au/swan/re ons Total development forecast to 2036 for

the Guildford I Hazelmere & Midland areas totals 4,205 dwellings. If an assumption is made that 20% of these dwellings require primary education
then the De artment of Education need to accommodate for at least 841 student enrolments.
Guildford I Hazelnere develo merits include
216

Waterhall Estate - 216 dwellings (2012-2018)

60

Rivers Edge - 60 dwellings (20162018)

33

Janes Street Residential Infill- 33 dwellings (20162022)

170

Arithea Street Residential- 170 dwellings (20162036)

646

Rosehill Golf Course Developrrrent - 646 dwellings12017-2036)

28

110 Terrace Road - 28 dwellings (2018)
Bushmead Rifle Range - 794 dwellings (20182036)
Hazelmere - Prerind 4 - 90 dwellings (20262032)
Hazelrnere Potential Urban - 30 dwellings (2033-2036)
Lowlevelofinfilldevelopnent 0-10 dwellings per annum)
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Midland develo Inents include
24

The Crescent Niveash) - 24 dwellings (20162019)

17

59 Railway Avenue -17 dwellings (201n

70

Victoria Quarter Aparhants - 70 dwellings 12017-2018)

101

Waters Edge - 101 dwellings (2012-2018)

42

62 Clavion Road - 42 dwellings12017-2019)

800

Midland - HeIena Precinct - 800 dwellings (2017-2036)

Midland Oval Redevelopnent - 750 dwellings12018-2036)
Midland - Victorla Precinct - 720 dwellings (2019-2036). 150 students
Midland - Clamon Precinct - 42 dwellings (20262036)

750
150
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38-42 Harper Street- 14 dwellings (2018)

48

Bellevue Estate - 48 dwellings (20202023)
Henkin Street Residential Land - 25 dwellings 12025-2029)
Highlevelofinfilldevelopment (29120 dwellings cor annum)

25
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Local Intake Area - Pro^Cted Enrolments

Woodbridge Primary School currently accommodates 408 students from kindy to year six, in 16 classes. Guildford Primary School is near capacity
of 306, with 3 spots remaining for 2019. The school's ability to expand and accommodate future enrolment growth is limited due to the size of the
school grounds and identified heritage requirements. The current arrangement between Woodbrldge PS and Guildford PS to accommodate
overflow students has been a short-term solution, however, is riot sustainable.

The Department of Education's student enrolment
projections table to the right was presented earlier this
year to Legislative Standing Committee on Estimates
and Financial Operations. The data presented is riot
accurate. The data suggests that Guildford Primary
School projected enrolments for 2019 are 312,
However, as a heritage listed school the maximum the
primary school can enrol is 308. The 38 children that
are unable to attend Guildford Primary School (by
2022) will continue to be directed to Woodbrldge. This
is on top of the expected 40 increase for Woodbridge.
Where are these children going to be accommodated?

Projected enrolm", CS
School
a Woodbrid e Primal School
Guildford Primar School
c Midvale PI*1/1 School

d Cla on View Pitm School
e 1<alamunda Primer School
Lesmarche Primal School
Goosebe 11/11 Prima School

'rider arten to year 6 students
2019
2020
2021
2022
4/4
432
432
449
312
334
343
346
293
280
275
273
150
156
160
156
376
385
398
399
352
375
377
391
480
481
495
492

In 2015, when Mark MCGowan visited the school, as Opposition Leader in State Parliament, he said the department's plan to accommodate a

rapidly growing student population in temporary buildings was funacceptable". His letter to the School Board in April this year says the school has
been advised to manage student enrolments in line with the department's Enrolment Policy. He had been advised the department has identified
"available space" for an additional nine transportable classrooms at Woodbrldge.
Mr MCGowan said the department was also "aware of the local initiative" between Guildford and Woodbridge Prtmary Schools in which "overflow

students" from the Guildford Primary intake area (South Guildford) would come to Woodbridge. Since Guildford Primary School is a heritage listed
site, they cannot expand their classroom area for more students,

The enrolment policy has always been followed as the policy states that when space is available a Principal is able to enrol out of area children.
In the past Woodbridge has been able to accommodate
Out of Area 000 Data - Ma 2018
the out of area students,

Over the past three years Woodbridge Primary School
has been accepting in-area Kindy enrolments only and
siblings of those already enrolled. A survey indicates
there are only16 outof area siblings stillrequiring places.
Plus, South Guildford students who could not be
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accommodated at Guildford Primary School were
accepted. For enrolments in pre-primary to year 6 only

4
a

in-area and South Guildford children have been

o

6

accepted. As can be seen in the table, the percentage
404
.8
of out of area children is reducing over the years,
19% of Woodbridge Primary School students are from South Guildford; 9% from Viveash and 12% from the Midland area. South Guildford
~

enrolments are accepted at Woodbridge Primary School even though they are out of area. This was an agreement made between the Principals
and Department of Education in 2014, to ease the growth pressure at Guildford. Woodbridge Primary School has continued to take the overflow

of students from Guildford as a short-term solution. However, this is becoming unsustainable and a longer-term solution is needed.
Transportable Classroom
In 2015, the Department of Education measured and determined that 9 transportable classrooms would fit

on this site. One has already been installed. Eight more would require an additional 10 teaching staff and
result in up to 256 additional students attending the school. Further reasons against this option include:

I. School Site - Placement of this many additional classrooms on the 2.4-hectare site will significantly
impact the amount of open space available for student recreation. It is of note that a standard school

site is usually 4 hectares. Specifically, the school will lose; the kitchen garden, greenhouse and a
number of mature trees. Two of the other proposed transportable locations are in the high risk fire zone
and are 00 considered suitable locations.

2. Aboriginal Sacred Site - Construction of a classroom block on the south-east corner of the
Woodbridge Primary School site was riot able to progress when the school was rebuilt due to the
presence of an Aboriginal sacred site. This area is now the proposed site for three transportable
classrooms.

3. Inadequate Facilities -Thereis 00indication the Department of Education intends to provide additional
toilet facilities or other infrastructure (staff rooms, office space). In fact, the only way to provide such
infrastructure would be to install further additional transportable units.
The existing undercover area (utilised for assemblies, whole of school events and as a play area in wet
weather) is already at maximum capacity and there is 00 scope to extend this given the planned
placement of the proposed transportable classrooms.
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4. Parking and Traffic Issues - There are currently 31 staff car parking bays and two dedicated disabled parking bays. Some of the current
staff now park outside the school in parent parking. There is 00 room to expand the staff carpark so the proposed additional staff would have

to utilise more of the 54 parking bays currently set aside for parents, The City of Swan has installed 00 parking signs in the area in response
to local resident complaints and has also issued warning notices and fines to parents dropping off/picking up students,

The possibility of a 'kiss and drop' area was investigated in 2014, and again in 2017, but was rejected due to the amount of space that would
need to be resumed from the school's small oval for its installation. A manned 'zebra' crossing has been installed across Am herst Road and
parents are already parking east of the school and utilising the crossing to gain access to the school.
Cost Comparison

To install the proposed nine transportable classrooms at Woodbridge Primary School will come at
a considerable cost to tax payers. How does the cost of transportable classroom compare to the
long term solution to construct a full sized, fully equipped early childhood centre on the Midland
Primary School site? We have been unable to determine the cost options as the details are riot
available. The green square in the photo shows the possible site for this centre.
Midland Primarv School reopened

Midland Primary School was temporarily' closed in 2004 as it was considered the surrounding
schools (Midvale Prtmary, Woodbridge Primary, Caversham Primary and Guildford Primary) could
accommodate demand for placements in the short term.
A program operates at the Midland Primary School site for a maximum of 30 highlcomplex needs
secondary students' Use of the Midland Primary School site for this program has already resulted
in the displacement of the Woodbridge Playgroup. Whilst the importance of this centre is

acknowledged, it is considered the use of a full-sized school site to house only 22 students (capacity
has riot been reached) is irrational particularly when there is the need for an additional school
places in the area. It makes greater sense to identify and establish a smaller, more appropriate
venue for the Engagement Centre and reopen the Midland Prtmary School site as a full sized
primary school. The solution would be to construct a new early childhood unit on the Midland

Prtmary School and progressive Iy reopen the full school site. Initially, this could be managed as an of Isite campus of Woodbridge Primary School
under the guidance of their leadership team. We need a plan in place, now, so students receive the quality of education they deserve.
Regards, Danielle MCAuliffe

