


 

 

Submission to the Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs regarding Petition no. 048 

relating to the future management of Manning Park, a part of the Beeliar Regional Park, which was 

tabled in the Legislative Council on 7th April 2022 by Friends of Manning Park Ridge. 

Manning Park, in Hamilton Hill/Spearwood, is defined as Areas 30, 31 and 32 of Beeliar Regional Park (Beeliar 
Regional Park: Final Management Plan 2006), forming a reserve of 91.032 ha. To its west is the Roe 9 Road 
Reserve of 16.11ha, which also includes conservation quality bushland. The Park is made up of perhaps the 
only remaining intact exposed ridge of Pleistocene Tamala Limestone in the Swan Coastal Plain with most 
being quarried for building materials since colonisation. The ridge sits adjacent to Manning Lake, a permanent 
wetland within the Spearwood Dune System. The area still contains a substantial portion of its original 
ecological systems of wetlands, forest and bushland and only Area 32, adjacent the lake, is classified for 
passive recreation (Beeliar Regional Park Final Management Plan 2006, p11 Figure 4), with the remainder for 
conservation. Importantly, Manning Park includes the Bush Forever Site No. 247, covering 50.6 ha (including 
open water) (Bush Forever Vol. 2, Dec 2000). It also hosts: 

• the last intact occurrence in the Perth Metropolitan Region (south of Yanchep- Neerabup National 
Parks) of the Threatened Ecological Community (Limestone Ridges, Threatened Ecological 
Community—SWA FCT 26a: Melaleuca huegelii -Melaleuca systena shrublands on limestone ridges).  

• a Threatened Ecological Community – Tuart (Eucalyptus gomphocephala) woodlands and forests 
of the Swan Coastal Plain 

• significant areas of critical (foraging, roosting and breeding) habitat of the Threatened Fauna Species 
(Carnaby’s Black Cockatoo). 

The Crown lease over Manning Park is owned freehold by the WA State Government. It was vested in the 

City of Cockburn (CoC) in 1963, and it is our understanding that this has now expired and is under a “holding 

over” monthly tenancy. For many years, many community members have expressed concern about the low 

priority given to conservation and rehabilitation of the park, and the lack of due recognition of its ecological 

value, by the CoC, its managing body. In 2013, the CoC completed the City of Cockburn Master Trails Plan of 

which pages 41/42 stated the need to look at locations for future Mountain bike riding: none were identified in 

the plan. In 2015, it commissioned the Manning Park Upland Bike Strategy Riders Survey, which was followed 

by Perth and Peel Mountain Bike Master Plan in 2016, Manning Park Master Plan 2018, and the Manning 

Park Mountain Bike Trail Network Concept Plan in 2020. The latter plan proposed 14.72km of various trails 

traversing extensively across the ridge area from north to south. The cost of the mountain bike trails was 

estimated at $2.47M, with the total cost for the Manning Park Master Plan proposals estimated at $7.25M. 

The CoC proceeded with these plans between 2015 and 2020 despite Manning Park area being far less than 

the recommended 250ha required under the prescribed WA Mountain Bike Riding Guidelines. With the 

release of these successive reports, the level of concern escalated significantly, prompting community groups 

and individuals to raise these issues both publicly and with the CoC. The concerns included lack of genuine 

communication with local residents, park users and Indigenous community representatives, the degradation 

and loss of bushland by unsanctioned construction of mountain bike trails, the lack of action from the CoC to 

prohibit and deter the construction of same, and a lack of plans to reduce the invasion of weeds. At no stage 

in these reports, was any priority made, nor resources allocated, for significant conservation and rehabilitation 

of the highly significant wetland and bushland of Manning Park. 

The CoC finally withdrew the proposed mountain biking plan, and in October 2021, set up a Working Group 

with representation of the various stake holders, including FOMPR, with the task to review the “issues, 

opportunities and solutions associated with a trail network in Manning Park” (Final draft of Manning Park 

Trails. Community Working Group Outputs Report 2022).  Again, the primary focus was on trails and not 

conservation. While this report has not yet been made public, it is understood that the one area of consensus 

within the group was that there needed to be a full evaluation of the site’s biodiversity and environmental 

value prior to consideration of any proposals for development.   

The EPA statement on the Roe 8 reserve impact estimated that some 80% of Swan Coastal Plain wetlands 
have now been lost (EPA Report Environmental values associated with the alignment of Roe Highway (Stage 
8). 2003). It also referenced that “as a result, it expected the remaining wetlands to be managed according to 
the principles of ecologically sustainable development, regardless of landuse or activity” (EPA: A Guide to the 
Environmental Protection (Swan Coastal Plain Wetlands) Policy 2000). On the passing of Metropolitan Region 
Scheme (Beeliar Wetlands) Act 2021, the Environment Minster, Amber-Jade Sanderson, announced "We've 



 

 

already granted the wetlands the highest level of environmental protection available by turning it into an A-
Class conservation reserve. This Bill strengthens that protection and ensures this fragile ecosystem is 
safeguarded from future development.”  

Currently there is no comprehensive conservation nor rehabilitation plan for the Manning Park wetland. There 
is an urgent need to reinstate the gradation of the perennial wetlands and uplands of Manning Park, providing 
ecological linkages between the bushland and water. The lake is currently surrounded with cement pathways 
and extensive lawn, none of which allows undisturbed migration of the turtles and other fauna between the 
lake and bushland. The perennial lake also provides a significant refuge for birds in the summer and is a 
prolific breeding ground in the winter. There is one sole remaining aged Banksia littoralis adjacent the wetland 
- now surrounded by lawn. One by one the old tuarts near the lake are failing and being removed.  

The City of Cockburn commissioned the Biological Survey of Manning Park (2021) by Focussed Vision 
Consulting. By its nature, the study was limited. Through a desktop study, it identified the potential for 12 
conservation significant fauna to occur, including the Carnaby’s Black Cockatoo, Forest Red-tailed Cockatoo, 
Perth Slider and Quenda. Four key faunal habitats were identified – wetland, tall woodland, shrubland and 
grassland/parkland. Through its surveys it identified 77 species of flora, including the conservation significant 
Pimelea calcicola and Dodonea hackettiana. However, it did not record Banksia menzii that we know to exist 
on the ridge to the west. The report stated, incorrectly, that the Banksia woodlands TEC was not represented 
(p51). Recommendations were put forward in the report to promote the conservation, recovery and 
management of the Park, and in particular establishment of buffers to protect the integrity of significant 
vegetation and retention of vegetation connectivity, including with mature Tuart trees within the parkland 
areas. These have yet to be acted on. 

Friends of Manning Park Ridge (FOMPR) have had the benefit of input from many people keen to assist our 
cause, including botanical expert Kingsley Dixon (founding Director of Science, Kings Park and Botanic 
Garden and currently Professor at Curtin University) who likened Manning Park as the “Kings Park of this 
region” (Kingsley Dixon, at a FOMPR public meeting in 2021). Ms Cate Tauss (Principal Taus and Associates 
Biodiversity Consultants) a botanist of some 28 years, has also spent many unpaid hours supporting FOMPR, 
by extensively mapping the flora of the park. Her work identified that species of flora is rich and includes two 
threatened ecological communities as well as many other diminishing species. Ms Taus viewed the Manning 
Park Ridge flora as of significantly higher ecological value than that of the former Roe 8 Reserve.  

Through “citizen science” efforts to record fauna within the park, local residents have sited 16 bird species of 
insectivores, seed eaters and pollinators, 6 bird species of honeyeaters, 6 bird species of raptors, insect and 
vertebrate eaters, 2 species of endangered and vulnerable cockatoos, 25 species of water birds and aquatic 
life, including the Oblong Turtle, and more than 9 species of mammals and reptiles. This does not include 
many species of bats, frogs, other more common fauna and the introduced species.  

The opportunity exists to rehabilitate the area surrounding the higher quality vegetation, to provide a buffer for 
the more intact bushland. In addition, reinstatement of overstorey with understorey will improve the substrate 
water profile, better protecting the lake and its many inhabitants. This will further the opportunity to increase 
the faunal biodiversity, including for the bandicoot still known in the area.  

In addition to the above, the Indigenous significance has yet to be fully determined. It is known that Indigenous 
people traversed the area over thousands of years, and there are oral records of significant sites present for 
both men and women (Wadjuk Nyungar Community Consultation and Response to the Manning Park Master 
Plan draft final 2019). It is also known (pers.comm.) that crafted artifacts of post European-occupation age are 
present on the ridge, and these are now being appropriately recorded. Given the paucity of any 
comprehensive study to date, it would seem premature to assume that the area holds little significance for the 
Indigenous people. 

The Beeliar Regional Park Management Plan was completed in 2006 and the section for Manning Park 
is not comprehensive. We urgently request:  

• That the Manning Park section of the Plan is revised to ensure that the conservation and 
preservation of its fauna and flora is the principal goal of any managing body. 

• That the status of the park to “A Class Reserve” to ensure it is protected in perpetuity 

• That future proposals for development of Manning Park be fully assessed by the WA 
Environmental Protection Authority under the relevant State and Federal Acts (including the 
WA Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 and EPBC Act 1999).  

 




