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Dear Hon Peter Foster MLC

PETITION NO. 015 - SOUND MITIGATION MITCHELL FREEWAY

I refer to your letter dated 5 August 2021, regarding a petition tabled by the Member for
North Metropolitan Region, Hon Martin Pritchard MLC, requesting the installation of
sound mitigation measures on the west side of Mitchell Freeway between Hepburn
Avenue and Warwick Road.

Road noise mitigation is guided by the WA Planning Commission s State Planning Policy
5.4  Road and Rail Noise  (SPP 5.4), which refers to works being planned as part of a
major upgrade.

It is important to note that Main Roads is not bound by SPP 5.4, however uses the Policy
as a guide when undertaking major upgrades within an existing road reserve under the
Metropolitan Region Scheme (MRS). Please refer to the Department of Planning, Lands
and Heritage website at, https://www.dplh.wa.qov.au/spp5-4, for further information.

When funding allows, Main Roads undertakes noise monitoring and assessments within
its project boundaries, at selected locations within close proximity of planned works. The
agency applies a trigger distance, as referred to by Hon Martin Pritchard MLC, which in
this instance is 300 metres east from the edge of the southbound carriageway.

A preliminary noise assessment was undertaken in late 2019, for the Smart Freeway
Mitchell Southbound: Hester Avenue to Warwick Road project, adjacent to the eastern
side of the freeway. The results of that assessment are indicative only and subject to
further review once a detailed design is provided by the construction contractor.

With regard to projects where only one side of a freeway is being upgraded, it is not
reasonable or practicable to construct noise walls or other mitigation measures on the
opposite side of the freeway.
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Notably, Main Roads has used SPP 5.4 as a guide for noise mitigation on one side of a
freeway in several recent upgrades, where only one side of the freeway was upgraded.
For example:

• Kwinana Freeway Southbound Widening - Armadale Rd to Russell Rd, completed 2015.

• Kwinana Freeway Northbound Widening - Russell Rd to Roe Highway, completed 2020.

• Mitchell Freeway Southbound Widening - Karrinyup Rd to Vincent St, completed 2020.

As you can appreciate, Main Roads receives a number of requests each year for the
provision of noise improvement measures from residents close to major roads. Currently
there is no funding available for retrofitting noise walls, although the Government is
exploring how such a program could be established, as part of future budgetary
processes.

10 SEP 2021


