
Hon Reece Whitby MLA
Minister for Environment; Climate Action

Your Reference: Petition 043
Our Reference: 79-04800

Hon Peter Foster MLC
Chair
Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs
Legislative Council Committee Office
18-32 Parliament Place
WEST PERTH WA 6005

Dear Mr

Thank you for your letter dated 11 May 2022 seeking further information to assist with
preliminary enquiries into the issues raised in Petition No. 043   Protecting the south¬
west Black Cockatoos, tabled by Hon Stephen Pratt MLC. I am pleased to provide the
following information regarding the specific questions you have raised.

Ministerial Authorisations

1. How many ministerial authorisations have been requested in the last 24 months?

a. How many have been approved?

Sixty three section 40 authorisations, under the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016
(BC Act) were granted over the last 24 months to take or disturb Black Cockatoos.
Activities undertaken under authorisations were for the purposes of biological
assessment, monitoring, research, management operations and prescribed
burning. No applications were rejected, however, conditions as provided for under
section 41 of the BC Act were applied to reduce or mitigate the biodiversity
conservation risk to the species.

b. What were the justifications for approving the applications?

Applications were approved because the activities were assessed as being
consistent with the objective of the BC Act, which is to provide for the conservation
and protection of biodiversity and biodiversity components.

DBCA Guidelines

2. What development activities will the guidelines apply to?

The risk assessment guidelines will ensure that timely and robust advice on risks to
the conservation of threatened species will be available to provide a balanced
approach to development and protection of the environment. The guidelines will apply
to provision of advice on proposals that are likely to take or disturb threatened species,
such as infrastructure, mining and urban development.
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3. When will the guidelines be complete?

It is expected that the risk assessment guidelines will be finalised in early 2022-23.

Updated Recovery Plan

4. When will this plan be finalised?

The Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment (DAWE) has proposed that
a multi-species recovery plan, covering all three species, is the most appropriate and
efficient approach to recovery planning. DAWE will lead the process of developing the
new multi-species recovery plan in partnership with DBCA and the respective recovery
teams. Consultation with other stakeholder groups will occur throughout the
development of the new plan, including a statutory three-month public comment period.

Subject to satisfactory progress, expert and public consultation could occur in late-
2022 or early 2023 for a period of three months, followed by consideration by the
Commonwealth Threatened Species Scientific Committee in mid-2023.

5. When will this plan be implemented?

Whilst DBCA continues to implement recovery actions identified in the previous and
current recovery plans, any new actions or priorities identified in the new plan will be
prioritised for implementation through the conservation planning process.

Thank you for writing to me on this matter.

01 JUN 2022


