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Chair- Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs
Legislative Council Committee Office
Parliament House
4 Harvest Terrace
WEST PERTH WA 6005
ATTN: Hon. Matthew Swinbourn MLC
Dear Sir

PETITION No. 65 -PROPOSED LANDFILL IN BULLSBRooK

I refer to the above petition and attached correspondence from the principal petitioner - Jessica
Shaw MLA. In response to your request for comment on those documents, I can advise the
following.

The two planning applications referred to in the petition were both refused by the Council of the
City at its meetings of I7 January 2018 and 4 July 2018 respectively. In refusing those
applications, the Council was both cognisant of and sympathetic to the views of the local
community which were opposed to them.

I would note that there is nothing in the existing planning framework which forces local
communities to engage in lengthy and inappropriate battles against any development proposals.

As we know it is the role of local government to consider the merits of proposals, including the
views of the community, and where such proposals are refused, to defend such decisions in the

review process afforded by the relevant statute (the Planning and Development Act 2005). It is
not my observation that the City struggles in this review process by being worn down or outresourced by proponents, or that proponents always end up getting what they want. Far from it as the evidence would indicate.

The City has no cause to consider that the existing legislative framework, which provides for a
review of discretionary administrative decisions, is defective. The City is satisfied with the
capacity of the State Administrative Tribunal of Western Australia (SAT) to consider the evidence
that will be presented to it in these two application matters and arrive at the correct and preferable
decision.

As you would be aware, the Planning framework in Western Australia is currently under review
through the direction of the Minister for Planning and the co-ordination of the Department for

Planning, Lands and Heritage. I am not aware that the Green Paper on Planning Reform that was
released for public comment identified any flaws with respect to the function and operation of
appeals. I would note that s. 246 of the Planning and Development Act 2005 affords the Minister
the power to call in applications to SAT to be determined by the Minister if the Minister considers
that the application raises issues of state or regional importance.
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I do agree with the observations made by the Member for Swan Hills that peri-urban areas such
as Bullsbrook are in transition and that such transition needs to be appropriate Iy managed by
planning authorities, including local government. The City is well aware that the Western
Australian Planning Commission's growth blueprint for this area - the North-east Sub-regional
Planning Framework March 2078 needs to provide a clear delineation as to which areas are to be
developed and in what timeframes.
Lastly the attached documentation suggests that extractive industry applications might be better
handled through an in dustr^specific regulatory process separate from planning. The City is riot in
a position to say whether or not this would be a good thing, although review of the relevant State
Planning Policy pertaining to extractive industries would be prudent and welcome.
On behalf of the City, I thank the Committee for the opportunity to provide comment on these
matters and trust this is of assistance.

Yours faithfully

R J Coten

Acting Chief Executive Officer

