Hon Ben Wyatt MLA
Treasurer; Minister for Finance; Energy; Aboriginal Affairs

Our Ref: 69-08378

Hon Matthew Swinbourn MLC
Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs
18-32 Parliament Place

WEST PERTH WA 6005

I refer to your letter of 10 May 2018 seeking a response to the letter and petition
tabled by Hon Colin Holt MLC in the Legislative Council on 13 April 2018, as well as
the submission from Mr Terry Ealing.
Western Power is obliged under the Energy Operators (Powers) Act 1979 (the Act)
to acquire land or an interest in land, typically an easement, whenever it is operating
network infrastructure at or above 200kV.

For all other network infrastructure operating below 200kV, Western Power is not
obliged to acquire land or an interest in land, however they may choose to for
operational reasons.

Western Power relies upon its rights under the Act to enter onto property to complete
any of its required activities for all network infrastructure. These activities may include
pre-construction surveys, construction, inspection, maintenance, or
decommissioning of network infrastructure.

It is my understanding that the system Mr Ealing is suggesting would entail multiple
individual interests, most likely easements, on a property, one for each service or

utility. Significant resources would be expended to register each of these interests
on the relevant certificates of title. Every property in Western Australia connected to
the Western Power network would require such an interest in the event of proceeding
with the changes Mr Ealing has suggested.
In the event that Western Power does obtain an interest in land, Western Power pays
the landowner compensation for that interest. If an interest is required to be obtained
for every property in Western Australia then such compensation will be considerable.
This will add even further costs to the provision of essential services which benefit
the whole West Australian community.
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In addition to obtaining these interests they will need to be managed on an ongoing
basis. Interests may need to be amended every time infrastructure is relocated or

replaced in a slightly different alignment.
Depending on the design and scope of such a system, I believe that it could be a
major impost on certain agencies and Government Trading Enterprises, possibly
having a significant impact on budgets that would ultimately rest with Western
Australian tax payers. I would encourage full consideration of the risks as well as the
benefits by the Committee in exploring this matter.
Finally, I understand it is common practice throughout Australia for utilities that
provide essential services to the community to have statutory land access powers
similar to those in Western Australia.
Thank you for allowing me to address this matter for you. I hope this information is
useful.

Yours sincerely

