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Hon Brian El!is MLC
Chair

Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs
Parliament House
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Hon Dr SallyTalbot MLC
Parliament of We ternAu tralia

Member for SouthWe tRegion
Shadow Min sterfor Environment
Dear Mr Ellis

Planning, Climate Change, Land , Youth

RE: Petition N0 ,, 8 - Genetically Modified Canola - Inquiry Request
I am writing to indicate my strong support forthe petition that I presented and tabled in the
Legislative Council on Tuesday 21 June 2011.

o

In 2010 the Minister for Agriculture and Food, Hon Terry Redman, signed an exemption order to
allow the commercial production of approved GM canola trials from 2010 in Western Australia,
thereby allowing the commercial release of genetically modified (GM) canola, despite strong
indications that the majority of West Australians were opposed to the moratorium on GM crops being
lifted

In response to this exemption order, on Wednesday 18 November 2009 approximately 500 people
attended a rally at Parliament House opposing the commercial production of both GM cotton on the
Ord River, and trials of GM canola in Western Australia

Minister Redman told the rally that his Department was progressing both commitments and he had
"requested the Department of Agriculture and Food determine a pathway forward fortrials of GM
canola in WA. "

At the rally the Minister was presented with a petition signed by 27,000 people who opposed the
trials of GM canola in WA. The petition asked the Legislative Assembly to revoke the decision to

allow commercial growing of GM canola in WA and to renew the moratorium on GM crops in this
State,

Minister Redman's comments at the rally conveyed the impression that the Liberal National
Governments support for GM crops was never going to be undermined by public opposition, nor
was it going to give any regard to the views expressed by the 27,000 petitioners

o

In view of Western Australia's move to begin trialling genetically modified canola crops, the Shires of
Boyup Brook, Manjimup, Wagin, Wandering, Fremantle, Serpentine-Jarrahdale, Toodyay,
Woodanilling, Goomalling, Williams. Plantagenet, Camamah and Tammin decided to declare
themselves GM crop free. Minister Redman's response was that"Shires have no formal authority
through which they can seek to restrictthe trials that the State Government intends to allow".
On 10 March 2010 a motion to disallow the Genetically Modified Crops Free Areas Exemption Order
(No. 3) 2009 was moved by Mick Murray MLA, Shadow Minister for Agriculture and Food in the
Legislative Assembly. Mr Murray moved "That the Genetically Modified Crops Free Areas Exemption
Order(No. 3) 2009 under the Genetically Modified Crops Free AreasAct 2003, a copyofwhich was
laid upon the table of the house on Tuesday, 9 June 2009, is hereby disallowed". The record shows
that it was riot only non-government members who supported the motion, which was eventually
defeated by only two votes

Just one yearlater, we are seeing the contamination problems predicted by those who argued that
the segregation of GM canola from other crops is not possible. On 24 December 2010 the
Department of Agriculture advised Mr Stove Marsh, a Koionup organic farmer, that after testing on
his property it was confirmed that GM canola seeds from a neighbouring grower had invaded his
property and more than half his farm had been contaminated.
Mr Marsh had his farm's organic certification suspended by the National Association for Sustainable
Agriculture Australia (NASAA) and he stands to lose thousands of dollars in this year's harvest
alone.
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According to Minister Redman, industry and the Department of Agriculture and Food have
procedures in place to prevent breaching the national standard by the unintended presence of GM
canola in non-GM canola.

The problem is that the national standard states nori-GM canola can contain up to 0.9 per cent
unintended presence of GM canola. However this is notthe case in Western Australia for organic
yields. In WA, certified organic crops must have a zero GM presence.
The factis that with the lifting of the moratorium there can be no guarantee that cross-contamination
between GM and nori-GM crops in Western Australia will riot occur. The Government has not been

able to provide any evidence that GM and non-GM crops can be segregated. Certified organic food is
a sought after commodity and is a trusted product. The introduction of GM canola and its intrusion
into the organic yields has the potential to damage the organic food industry.
On 23 March 2010 Minister Redman told the Parliament that"It has looked at the evidence and the

facts, and it delivered a decision in January this year on GM canola. That decision has been made
and now the farmers in Western Australia can move forward with a choice that they did riot have
before-a choice that puts them in step with 23 other countries in the world, with, indeed, some 1/5

million hectares of GM crops grown internationally. "
Those other countries however, are still questioning the merits of GM crops and some have imposed
bans on importing any GM produce. The European Union has already indicated it was likely to
refuse GM canola crops from WA.

o

The Government has not been able to provide any scientific evidence to prove there is no health risk
associated with the consumption of GM food. In fact earlier this month doctors at a Quebec hospital
found Bttoxin from Monsanto's GM corn in the blood of pregnant women and foetuses. Evidence
shows Bttoxin is toxic to humans and other mammals and can be linked to allergies, auto-immune
diseases and other disorders.
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ms my strong beliefthat an inquiry into how the decision to lift the moratorium in WA was made is

entirely appropriate in light of the mounting evidence aboutthe risks associated with GM crops.
There is no doubt aboutthe extent of public opposition to the introduction of GM crops in WA, In light
of this opposition, it seems a Parliamentary inquiry should consider several issues including the
current and potential economic impacts of the decision on rural industries and who bears
responsibility for cleaning up "unintentional contamination".

The enquiry should also include the likely impacts of the Government's August 2010 sale to
Monsanto of a 19.9 per cent stake in its crop breeding company InterGrain and whether any
impropriety has taken place.

.

InterGrain is a leading Australian company with highly successful wheat and barley breeding
programs that targetthe major cereal growing areas of Australia.
It is unclear how the Government intends to dealwith the widespread impression that the contract

between Monsanto and the Government was linked to the introduction of genetically modified crops
into Western Australia by Monsanto.

In the petition, the community called for an investigation to alleviate any doubts there may have been
impropriety in forming the partnership between Monsanto and InterGrain and the timing of the
merger with the decision to introduce GM crops into WA.

Thank you fortaking the time to consider this submission, As you can see from the evidence I have
provided, Ithink it is essential the enquiry be established as a matter of urgency.
Yours sincerely
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