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The decision to move year sevens to high school has been made without consultation with countr eo Ie or
consideration of countr families.

The taking of year 7s from small country schools will have dire consequences for these schools, towns,

businesses and families. Small schools will lose teachers and other staff as government assesses their viability.
Some parents, whose children are too young to board away, will leave to be with their children in Perth. Some

of these will take Younger siblings out of the school with them. Families will be forced to split, with dad on the
farm and mum away, educating the kids'. Businesses, many of which are just surviving, will close as they lose
more customers.

Suddenly, we won't have children for junior sport on a Saturday. Sport is the main fabric of small communities.
This coining together of the community keeps people mentally and physically healthy.

The financial burden on families who have no access to a High Schoolin theirtown has not been considered by
the Governments decision to remove Year 7 from Primary School. The added financial pressure on parents and
families may well be the determining factorin families leaving our communities.

The government has made this decision considering education only, they have not considered the social,
emotional and financial effects or the demographic difference between W. A, N. S. W and Victoria, the two

states we are trying to align with. Western Australia is a state whose population can often be isolated by
distance, with many smalltowns riot having a high school and long distances, often over a lookm one way on
narrow roads to the nearest town with a high school. In contrast, N. S. W. and Victoria have a high schoolin
every town.

Also this decision is based on a narrow definition of education. There are also other important lifeskills that

encompass education such as spiritual, social and emotional guidance, family values, including respect,
manners, honesty, morals and acceptance of others, We want to be able to love and nurture our children,
keep them safe until we believe they are mature enough to make the step to high school, which for many
children in country WA requires them to board away from their families.

The main reason given by the Government for year 7 transition ing into high schoolis the need for specialist
teachers and facilities. The following paragraph is taken from the curriculum design paper by the Australian
Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority:

"There is sign^icont vonotion in the PIOcementofYeor 7 within the curriculum ondschoolorrongements. While
most stotes ond territories hove Yeor 7 OS thenrst yeor o15econdory schooling ond the rest hove it OS the lost

yeor of primory schooling, there is considerobje vonotion in the woys thot schools ore orgonised^hcluding
seporote primory ond secondory schools, middle yeorstructures ond YeorZO to Yeor Z2 schoolstructures. The
Australian Curriculum will be desi ned or Year 7 to be tau ht in a ran e o settin s grid not necess@ril
re "inn s eci"listte@chers gridreso"rces. " See attachment, ..

This government has riot given this issue the full consideration it deserves. In 2007 the Department of
Education, with Mark MCGowan as Education Minister, completed a report on future placement of yearsevens
in W. A. public schools. The report found there was no evidence that outcomes improved when Year 7s were in

secondary settings, these changes would be extremely costly and there was significant community anxiety
about students' wellbeing. See attachment 2.

Knowing all this, along with the curriculum being designed to be taught "in a range of settings , the
government's decision to move all year7s to high school defies logic and requires further investigation on the
impact of these changes for children in rural and remote areas.
The Government has announced a $220 million dollar package to up skill teachers in readiness for the

transition of Year 7s into High School in 2015. There should be adequate allowances made forteachers in rural
Primary Schools to access this training, allowing them to continue to teach the new Year 7 Curriculum to
students in Primary Schools which gives children the option to remain in the family home at such a vulnerable

and young age. This will not create a two tiered system of education as it is possible to deliver rural students
the same standard of education as 'city students, In 201.1 the Federal Government invested heavily in

infrastructure into Primary Schools across the state. This has given our Primary Schools adequate facilities to
cater for extended Year 7 learning. It is a contradiction for the Federal Government to provide facilities and the
State Government to remove studentsfrom these schools.

The family home is the only place that should be considered acceptable for an 1.1year Old child to live. They do
not have the emotional maturity to be able to cope in a boarding environment and be separated from their
families for extended periods of time. With the Government making such an important decision on the
educational benefits they believe our children will receive from this transition it would be assumed that they
have also done extensive research into the effects of this transition on the psyche of children expected to

relocate away from their family and this evidence should be closely evaluated.

Although the petition, in relation to keeping Yea;7s in Primary School, was submitted under one person s
name, there were 4/24 signatories on the petition supporting my argument, Who do not believe the perceived

gains in education will out way the detrimental effect to our children, their families and communities. The
compulsory movement of Year 7s to High Schoolis in need of urgent review of issues and outcomes effecting
our children which have previously been overlooked by the current Government.

As stated in the petition we recommend country schooling remains as is, with adequate teaching staffto teach
the Year 7 National Curriculum in our Primary Schools.

I have not taken the complaint to the Parliamentary Commissioner for Administrative Investigations.

Yours sincerely

^:;^^;;'3. ,?^_c'
Andrew Dunne - Principle Petitioner
8 July20, .3
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Decisions aboutthe structure of the curriculum for each learning area will be the subject of
consultation during the development process and will take into account:
. the evidence base available to guide writers, that is, what is known aboutthe typical
sequence of studentlearning and the development of competence in a given learning
area/subject
. the frequency with which a learning area/subjectis expected to be taught to all students,
that is, whether it is expected all students will learn the subjectin each year of schooling
. the extent to which it is desirable to provide flexibility to schools in how they deliver the
curriculum, that is, whether writing the curriculum in bands of years provides schools with

greater flexibility to decide when to teach particular content, while bearing in mind the
increased risk of repetition of contentfor students who move between schools.
The Australian states and territories have different structural arrangements for organising and

delivering curriculum. These differences and the way in which ACARA will address them are
outlined below.

i. Schoolstartingage.
While there is variation in the age of and requirement for commencement of schooling
between states and territories, the Australian Curriculum will take Foundation Year(known
in states and territories variously as Kindergarten, Pre-primary, Preparatory, Reception,
Transition) as the first year of schooling and design curriculum for students who are
between 5 and 6 years old in this first year.
ii. The placement of Year 7 in primary or secondary schooling.
There is significant variation in the placement of Year 7 within curriculum and school
arrangements. While most states and territories have Year 7 as the first year of secondary
schooling and the rest have it as the last year of primary schooling, there is considerable
variation in the ways that schools are organised, including separate primary and
secondary schools, middle years structures and Year 10 to Year 12 school structures. The
Australian Curriculum will be designed for Year 7 to be taughtin a range of settings and
not necessarily requiring specialist teachers and resources.
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iii. The use of stages or phases of schooling to organise the curriculum or as organisers of
schooling
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The Australian Curriculum will be organised by years or bands of years of schooling, with

age-related developmental considerations being taken into account within this framework.
This approach to curriculum design does riot preclude schools and school authorities
aggregating curriculum content across years to facilitate a stage of schooling delivery
strategy or to facilitate composite or multi-age class arrangements.
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1.2 Key Findings
Students

There is no evidence at either the State or national levels that outcomes improve when Year 7 students are in
secondary settings.

. There is significant evidence that quality teachers and teaching and learning experiences are the most
significantinfluences on student outcomes.

There is evidence that structural changes make a small difference to student outcomes and that increased
investment in teachers produces the greatest improvement in the performance of students'
Irrespestive of location, all Year 7 students have the same teaching, learning and wellbeing needs. Programs
that recognise the needs of this development phase should be considered in order to strengthen provisions for

.

Year7s in both primary and secondary settings
.

The provision of specialist teachers and facilities in secondary schools for Year 7 students could be expected to

improve student engagement and motivation. At present, there is insufficient evidence to suggest that it would
also improve theirlevels of achievement. The increased provision of specialist facilities in primary schools could
be considered in order to maintain and improve student engagement.

. A literacy strategy would need to accompany any relocation of Year 7 students to secondary schools
.

There are early indications of community anxiety about student wellbeing. In rural and remote areas,
communities are very concerned aboutthe emotional, social and economic impacts of a change in the setting for
Year 7 schooling on the students, theirfamilies and the community.

Implementation costs and impacts

. The relocation of allYear 7 students into secondary settings is estimated to cost of $835m net overthe period
2009 to 2015; followed by annual recurrent costs of $122m. A phased implementation approach would probably
reduce these costs.

. This net costincludes increased funding from the Commonwealth for Year 7 public school students, estimated at
$46m from 2009 to 2015; and the increased cost to the State offunding Year 7 students in private schools at
the secondary rate, estimated at $55m from 2009 to 2015

Seven large public secondary school sites do not have the capacity to accommodate Year 7 students and new
infrastructure would be required at 85 secondary sites.
.

It may prove impossible to recruit several hundred additional secondary teachers. An alternative might be to
appoint primary teachers to secondary settings, but generally these teachers are unlikely to have the specialist
curriculum knowledge that is one of the benefits being soughtfrom the movement to secondary settings.

.

An earlier transition from primary to secondary settings would probably resultin the loss of public school

students to the private sector a year earlier than at present. However, with the trend for some private schools to
establish Year 7 as the intake yearfor secondary schooling, this loss would probably occurirrespective of any
change in the public school system.

. Implementation of a Statewide change would be challenging, particularly as it would occur at the same time as a
number of other significant changes in secondary settings.
. The removal of Year 7 students from some primary settings could have a derrimental affect on the remaining
students and local communities.
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