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Dear Mr Foster 

Submission - Petition No. 047 – Crime and anti-social behaviour across the Kimberley 

As Principal Petitioner for the Crime and Antisocial Behaviour Across the Kimberley Petition, I 

appreciate the opportunity to provide further information. 

I have lived in the Kimberley my entire life, operate a large construction business and have a strong 

civic role as President of the Shire of Broome, Board member of the Kimberley Regional Group and 

WALGA Kimberley Zone.  The rise in crime and anti-social behaviour is permeating every aspect of life 

in the Kimberley and is having a very real impact on our region’s economy, liveability and long term 

sustainability.   

In 2020 the Shire of Broome undertook a survey with safety and security identified by residents as a high 

priority.  Crime and antisocial behaviour – violence, drunkenness, all night parties, itinerants,  youth 

crime and juvenile delinquency, including theft, vandalism and rock throwing,  Alcohol and drug 

abuse and domestic violence were key focus areas of concern. 

Later in 2020 the Shire ran a Community Crime Forum which was attended by over 400 residents – the 

capacity of the room.    

By December 2021, the Kimberley experienced record levels of crime including offences against the 

person in categories such as Family Assault and Non-Family Assault.  Crimes against property were also 

at record levels including property damage and burglary.  Whilst statistics paint a picture, it is the 

escalation rate that has left our communities reeling along with the sheer senseless nature of the 

crimes. 

The most obvious starting point is the scourge of social media challenges which have seen underage, 

unlicenced drivers terrorising communities and targeting police cars with many vehicles severely 

damaged and officers hospitalised.  Trucks are also targeted with the extremely dangerous game of 

throwing rocks as the road trains roll across the single lane bridge across the Fitzroy River, again resulting 

in driver injury.  Tragically games of “chicken,” running out of the dark into the path a triple road train, 

involve children as young as six, and significant damage has been done to public property by gangs 

of children where the oldest is ten. 

Crime has escalated, with tourists attacked and their cars stolen, putting the reputation of one of our 

major industries at risk.  The situation in the east Kimberley, particularly in Kununurra, has deteriorated 

to the extent that businesses report that they cannot attract staff and they are finding insurance 

unavailable or unaffordable.  Individual businesses can experience multiple break-ins in a single night, 

with reports of the same business targeted over 10 times in a month.   

The Kimberely is a region with some of the most socially disadvantaged people in Australia.  

Educational outcomes are poor and job opportunities are highly constrained in some locations.  

Domestic violence is rampant and children are often unsupervised at night, escaping to the streets to 

avoid the dysfunction at home.   
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