16'' of April20, .9

To whom it may concern,
Petition No. 1.14 - Lot 52 Victoria Road West Sawn

Prior to the purchase of Lot 52 in 1990 the City of Swan gave assurance all of the Genal Rural Zoned
properties, which included Lot 52, were permitted to make 1000 tonnes of compost per year for on
site use and later removed this right from Lot 52 but not from any other properties, within the City
of Swan and for no good reason. This in effect prevented a small-scale mushroom farm from being
developed to its Approved size. There being no sellers of mushroom growing substrate in Western
Australia at the time

The City of Swan placed a Curfew on the cross over section between Victoria Road and Lot 52 and
with effect in order to deliver produce to Canning Vale Market at 4am my farm truck had to be
parked on Victoria Road before Curfew in the evening and upon return until after Curfew in the
morning. This placed a strain on staffing arrangements and was an additional financial burden on the
cost of operating my business. And without any good reason for a Curfew to be in place.
The City of Swan withheld release of a building licence until a Management Plan had been received
by the City and sometime after the the building licence had been released the City made claim the
Management Plan had riot been received, in spite of receiving copies of the original Management
Plan and proceeded to threaten me with a $50,000- fine plus $5000- dollars a day if I did not stop
operating my lawful business. This effected my financial well-being, exhausted funds with which to
develop my business to its Approved size and my mental health to the point of breaking down. And
for no good reason, the Management Plan had been in place from the outset.

In spite of assurances from the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) the small scale of the
mushroom farm, limited to 1000 tonnes of compost per year, in fact 400 tonnes per year was never

exceeded, the mushroom farm was not capable of producing an Offensive Odour and which was
further born out by on site tests by the EPA and by a commercial odour testing company, the City of
Swan embarked on a campaign to suggest there was an Offensive Odour coining from my business
and went to such lengths as mis inform newspaper reporters of the true facts and to make
assertions about me on the internet. A positive outcome was the Minister for Planning placed an
Urban Buffer around Lot 52, because of the controversy surrounding the property and this led to a
joint effort by development companies to pay the cost of moving the mushroom farm to another
site. This cost was greatly reduced by virtue of the mushroom farm not reaching its Approved size.
An application to widen the sealed area of the composting pad to meet a request from the EPA to
reduce nutrient runoff into the ground water was refuse by the City of Swan unless I would agree to
an odour mitigation program which had been drawn up by an overseas college professor and had

not been used in any country in the world, including his own and was unworkable in terms of
operating a mushroom farm and would have led to the collapse of my business and the City
obstinate Iy refused to budge on its decision and to the point the EPA allowed the use of road base
instead of concrete and which did not require Approval from the City, however, stories from the
road base material found there way into the compost turning machine and were shot off the
spinners like bullets and I had to operate the machine myself as it would riot have been proper to

place an employee in such a situation. The cost of repairs to the compost turning machine escalated.
And for no good reason.

In an act of desperation, I submitted an application to construct a shed over the compost pad, this
would have silenced anybody making assertions about odour, but the City of Swan rejected the
application and suggested it may lead to the mushroom farm being expanded to its Approved size.
As it was it could not be expanded beyond its Approved size, 1000 tonnes of compost per year,
without both the City of Swan and EPA approval, plus this would have put the mushroom farm into a
category which required an EPA licence.
In the matter of my other property Lot 20 Victoria Road.

The Minister for Planning allowed the house, the home of my son, to be subdivided on 2000 metres
of land so my son could receive a title to what had become his home and with an understanding I
would not apply to construct a dwelling on the remainder of the land until such time the City of
Swan had released its development plan for the district and the City chose to place a Restrictive
Covenant on the Title of the remaining portion and regardless of the fact a dwelling could not be
constructed without the City's approval in any case.

When I applied to use this land as collateral for a loan with which to complete the construction of
my mushroom farm to its Approved size it was discovered the wording of the Restricted Covenant

had been crafted in such a way as to make it all encompassing, beyond what it was intended to do
and to extent no bank or recognised money lenders would accept the land as collateral unless the
City of Swan would modify the wording to simply prevent a dwelling being constructed on the

property for the time being but the City of Swan would not consider any of the suggestions put by
banks and other lenders, despite the fact a dwelling could not be constructed without the City s
permission in any case.

As a result of all of the above I found myself in situation where I needed to place Lot 20 on the

market for sale and to a cash buyer, who had another property to raise funds against, but my Real
Estate Agent was unable to find interest at market value, around $400,000-, the property was
passed in a auction for a highest bid of $50,000- and was eventually sold to a cash buyer for

$150,000- and whom promptly on sold the property to a land developer for $400,000- and with an
arrangement for 2882 square metres of the land to be gifted back to him when the whole of the land
is subdivided.

Most of the above he aw-handed actions inflicted upon me, a ratepayer, over a long period of time,
20 years, are unique in that they set a precedent, in Australia, for the treatment of an urban farmer
by his local government and for no good reason I can think of.
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John Bruce Martin

