
Hon Reece Whitby MLA
Minister for Environment; Climate Action

Your Reference: A964564

Our Reference: 79-05254

Hon Peter Foster MLC
Chair
Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs
env@parliament.wa.gov.au

Thank you for your email of 17 June 2022 regarding Petition No. 48 - Manning Park in
Beeliar Regional Park.

Regional Parks are areas of significant regional open space that have been identified
by planning procedures as having regionally significant conservation, landscape and
recreational values. The Manning Lake Reserve forms part of the Beeliar Regional
Park, which is located within the south-west Perth metropolitan area, and comprises
19 lakes and many other associated wetlands in two main chains running parallel to
the coast.

The reserve is currently Western Australian Planning Commission (WAPC) freehold
land, managed by the City of Cockburn under arrangements with WAPC, as per the
Beeliar Regional Park Management Plan (2006).

I have provided responses below for your consideration to each of the requests from
the petition.

• That the Manning Park section of the Plan is revised to ensure that the
conservation and preservation of its fauna and flora is the principal goal of any
managing body.

Within the management plan, the Manning Lake Reserve zoning is mixed, with the
wetland and bushland/upland areas zoned for  Conservation and Protection , and the
parkland surrounding the wetland for  Recreation’.
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Within areas zoned for  Conser ation and Protect on , the management emphasis is to
protect and, where possible, enhance the biodiversity conservation values and
landscape qualities of the regional park. The acceptable uses and facilities include
nature trails, cycle tracks and through access ways (in certain locations).

Within areas zoned for ‘Recreation , the management emphasis is to provide a variety
of recreation opportunities, with the type and scale of facilities provided depending on
the values of any given area, community demand for recreation and the appropriate
management of the regional park. The acceptable uses and facilities include passive
recreation pursuits, allowing for park and picnic facility development.

While the management plan was completed in 2006, it remains current and the
Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions (DBCA) advises there are no
plans to undertake a review or update the management plan at this time.

• That the status of the park (is reclassified to) to  A Class Reserve  to ensure it
is protected in perpetuity.

The management plan states reserves created from WAPC freehold lands and vested
with the Conservation and Parks Commission (those managed by DBCA) will be
classified as class A under the Land Administration Act 1997.

Reserves created from WAPC freehold lands and vested with local government will be
reserved for the purpose of ‘Conservation and Recreation’ and afforded similar tenure

arrangements.

I am advised reserves vested in local government may be created as class A under
the Land Administration Act and would be determined by the Department of Planning,
Lands and Heritage and the City of Cockburn as the managing agency.

• That future proposals for the development of Manning Park be fully assessed
by the WA Environmental Protection Authority under the relevant State and
Federal Acts (including the WA Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 and EPBC
Act 1999).

Current State and Federal legislation provide legal mechanisms to review and assess
the potential environmental impacts of proposed developments.

The clearing of native vegetation in Western Australia is prohibited, unless authorised
by a clearing permit obtained from the Department of Water and Environmental
Regulation or exempt in accordance with Schedule 6 of the Environmental Protection
Act 1986 or Environmental Protection (Clearing of Native Vegetation) Regulations
2004.

Development proposals likely to take or disturb State-listed threatened species would
be required to apply for Ministerial authorisation under the Biodiversity Conservation
Act.
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Similarly, under the Federal Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act
1999, if a proposed development had the potential to impact nationally-listed
threatened species and ecological communities, it may require referral to the Federal
Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment to determine if it requires formal
assessment as a controlled action.

Should the City of Cockburn wish to progress developments within the reserve, they
would be required to gain all the relevant approvals under State and Federal
legislation.

Thank you for writing to me on this matter.

Yours sincerely

Reece Whitby MLA
MINISTER FOR ENVIRONME T

18 JUL 2022


