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Your ref:

Hon Matthew Swinbourn MLC

Chairperson

Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs
Legislative Council Committee Office
Parliament House
4 Harvest Terrace
WEST PERTH WA 6005

Dear Mr Swinboum

PETITION N0 ,, 2 - WALPOLE WILDERNESS AND MARINE PARK

Thank you for your letter dated 9 May 2019 regarding the petition tabled by Hon Diane Evers
MLC, Member for South West Region, in the Legislative Council on 2 April2019, and your

request for comments on the submissions from the tabling member and principal petitioner,
regarding:
. the terms of the petition ;

. glyphosate use, its effects, and safeguards in public drinking water source areas;
. community involvement; and
. land use planning in public drinking water source areas.

am pleased to respond to you on the elements that relate to the water portfolio.
I am aware that Hon Stephen Dawson MLC, Minister for Environment also received a letter
from the Standing Committee and will respond separately to environmental matters within his
portfolio.

I understand that the project is currently on hold, and I am advised that the concerns raised by
the Walpole Biodiversity Protection Group were addressed by the Water Corporation, its

glyphosate adviser, and experienced independent agricultural and environmental consultants.
However, after considering this information the Walpole Biodiversity Protection Group still felt

the project should not continue.

I have been informed that the Water Corporation has therefore revised the project scope,

reducing the first phase planting area from 220 to 50 hectares. Of this, 10 hectares will
remain in the Walpole Weir Catchment Area and 40 hectares is outside the catchment area.

Further decisions on the project scope and any public announcement is pending the outcome
of an assessment by Australian Government's Department of Environment and Energy
assessment on Camaby's Cockatoo habitat.
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Glyphosate use, its effects and safeguards in public drinking water source areas

As the national regulator for agricultural chemicals, the Australian Pesticides and Veterinary
Medicines Authority considered the need to formally reconsider the use of glyphosate in 2016.
It concluded that the existing health-based guidance values remain protective and there is no
need for another comprehensive review. This information is publicly available on the
authorit 's website at https://apvma. qov. au/node/13891.

Health guideline values for glyphosate are provided in the Australian drinking water guidelines
2078, which have been endorsed by the Department of Health ONestern Australia).
Department of Health's Public sector circular 88: Use of herbicides in water catchment areas
provides advice on the safe use of herbicides in public drinking water source areas.

The Department of Health assessed the herbicide proposal for ManukaLife with input from the
Pesticides Advisory Committee in July 2048. This committee has representatives from the
Departments of Health (chairperson); Mining, Industry Regulation and Safety; Primary
Industry and Regional Development; Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions; Water and
Environmental Regulation; Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority; and the
ChemCentre.

The proposal was for a single, broadacre application on Water Corporation s land in the
Walpole Weir Catchment Area, which provides a source of drinking water for Walpole. The
Department of Health granted approval to use glyphosate on this land, with conditions
attached, which included:

. do riot apply glyphosate at times when significantly rainfall events are forecast, application
by registered pest control operator;
. adequate separation distances from production bores;
. keeping records of herbicide treatment; and

. reporting of water quality monitoring by the Water Corporation to the Department of Health.
These conditions help ensure that the herbicide is not washed into the catchment, that water

quality data and records are available, and that the drinking water source remains protected.
Community involvement

The land subject to this discussion is held in freehold, and the Water Corporation informed the
community on this proposal through a public information session on 27 August 2018. The
Corporation also created a website on this project to provide regular updates to its customers.
I am informed that the Water Corporation sent emails to registered people on the 13 March
2019 with an update on the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 7999
referral and Walpole waterwise initiatives.
Land use planning in public drinking water source areas

The Walpole Weir Catchment Area is identified as a Special Control Area in the Shire of
Manjimup's local planning scheme that provides the processes and controls for land use

planning and development in public drinking water source areas. These are consistent with
the Western Australian Planning Commission's State planning policy n0.2.7: Public drinking
water source policy (2003). The objective of this policy is to ensure that land use and

development within public drinking water source areas is compatible with the protection and
long-term management of the drinking water resources.

Revegetation, plantations and apiary sites are land uses that are compatible with water quality
protection in public drinking water source areas - with appropriate controls or conditions
applied as outlined in the Department of Water and Environmental Regulation's Water quality
protection note number 25 Land use compatibility tables for public drinking water source areas
(April2016). The Department's Walyiole Weir Catchment Area drinking water source
protection review (2016) recommends that development proposals within the Walpole Weir
Catchment Area that are consistent with the Department's Water quality protection note
number 25 do not need to be referred to the Department for advice.

The Water Corporation and ManukaLife have committed to continue working with relevant
State Government agencies and the Shire of Manjimup to comply with all environmental and
planning legislative requirements. Updates on the project will be provided by the Water
Corporation's registered email database, webpage and the local community paper, the
Walpole Weekly.

I trust the information I have provided is of assistance. Should you require any additional
information, please contact Mrs NYgarie Goyal, Executive Director Science and Planning on
63646602.
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