
 

 

Email southwest.evers@mp.wa.gov.au
Phone (08) 9486 8070

Address 7 Harvest Tce, West Perth
Postage PO Box 949, West Perth WA 6872

Printed on 100% recycled paper with vegetable based ink

 

 

Hon Matthew Swinbourne MLC 

Chair, Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs 

Legislative Council Committee Office 

Parliament House 

4 Harvest Terrace 

PERTH WA 6000 

env@parliament.wa.gov.au 

 

Dear Committee Members, 

 

Petition No. 161 – Prescribed burning practices in Western Australia 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide a written submission to the Standing Committee on Environment 

and Public Affairs regarding this petition. I confirm that I wish the Committee to inquire into the matters 

raised in the petition. To the best of my knowledge, the issues described in this petition have not been 

taken to the Parliamentary Commissioner for Administrative Investigations (Ombudsman). 

 

The Greens support hazard reduction burns and backburning to reduce the impact of bushfires when 

guided by the best scientific, ecological and emergency service expertise. In addition, the Australian Greens 

advocate a number of principles and actions that should be taken into account in disaster response 

strategies, including the need for:  

 

• the integration of ecological sustainability and the precautionary principle into decision-making in 

order to secure the continued availability of the resources of the planet for present and future 

generations. While the terms are used in legislation and policy, they are rarely implemented;  

• the recognition of the cultural knowledge of the indigenous peoples of the world as the original 

custodians of land and sea and their land and support of their sea country rights;  

• the use of scientific evidence-based, ecologically appropriate use of fire as an important means of 

protecting biodiversity and managing habitat;  

• decisions regarding the management, change of use, rehabilitation or conservation of the 

environment to be informed primarily by scientific evidence rather than economic considerations;  

• rigorous evidence-based bushfire research that considers the use of fire, and best environmental 

and fire risk minimization in building practices;  

• an effective and sustainable strategy for fuel-reduction management that will protect biodiversity 

and moderate the effects of wildfire for the protection of people and assets, developed in 

consultation with experts, custodians and land managers.  

 

Like the petitioners, I call for a thorough review of bushfire mitigation practices in Western Australia. 

Although prescribed burns have their place, research suggests they should be tailored to suit. Furthermore, 

they are not the only way of mitigating fire risk. In many cases, the practice of broad-scale burn-offs 



endangers biodiversity and lives, while the scientific evidence in support of benefits from prescribed burns 

in controlling the extent of bushfires is inconsistent1. The petitioners’ analysis that ‘prescribed burning, 

based on target instead of strategic assessment, is having detrimental and irreversible effects on 

threatened species and on the health and resilience of ecosystems’ is based on recent scientific research2.   

 

Australian researchers note that there is currently ‘no basis for assessing the generality of attempts to 

predict risk in response to any particular strategy for use of prescribed fire’. Given that this gap exists, there 

is no justification for adhering to the current, simplistic target of burning 200,000 hectares per annum.  

These researchers are seeking to move ‘from hectares to tailor-made solutions for risk mitigation’ using 

‘systems to deliver effective prescribed burning across Australian ecosystems’3.  

 

Given the obvious mismatch between current prescribed burning policy and the latest scientific evidence, it 

is imperative that the State Government undertake a review of its prescribed burning practices and adjust 

its policy and key performance indicators accordingly. It should not be necessary to petition the 

Government to do this.  

 

The petitioners’ request that the State Government consider removing the burning area target, increasing 

support for research and monitoring of the ecological impacts of fire, encouraging research into the cost 

effectiveness and efficiency of a range of mitigation activities and fire management technologies, ending 

broad scale prescribed burning in the Conservation Estate, and protecting long unburned country to study 

fire management, biodiversity, health and flora and fauna. These requests are sensible and should be 

considered.  Furthermore, the Government should fully explain its response to each of these requests.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Hon Diane Evers MLC

                                                        
1 See for example: Bradshaw et al. 2018. Understanding the long-term impact of prescribed burning in mediterranean-climate biodiversity hotspots, 

with a focus on south-western Australia. International Journal of Wildland Fire, 27, 643–657. 
2 See peer-reviewed research from the Bushfire & Natural Hazards CRC for example (https://www.bnhcrc.com.au/home) 
3 https://www.bnhcrc.com.au/publications/biblio/bnh-6396 

 


