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Thank you, for correspondence addressed to the undersigned seeking comment in relation to 
the terms of reference of a petition received and tabled in the Legislative Council. 

I identify myself to the Chair as the Chief Executive Officer for the Shire of Ashburton a position 
I have held since 2020. I also advise the Chair that the Shire of Ashburton Council has 
delegated myself to represent the Council at the Wittenoom Steering Committee, a Committee 
of the State Government of Western Australia representative of officers of State agencies. 
(Acknowledging that though supported this group has never met with the undersigned as a 
member). Minutes from these meetings may assist the Standing Committee on Environment 
and Public Affairs (Committee) in considering the Petitions scope. 

In relation to the Petition tabled before the Legislative Council I would provide the following 
comment in relation to the townsite of Wittenoom and adjacent mining operations. 

It is assumed that the Standing Committee has assessed whether it should respond to the 
petition in view of the processes under the Contaminated Sites Act for determining who is 
responsible for or contributed to the contamination and the need for the Committee to seek 
clarification of the specific locations within Contaminated Site 11860 which are the subject of 
any investigation by the Committee should it undertake an investigation. Decisions as to the 
responsibility for the remediation of a contaminated site are made by the Contaminated Sites 
Committee under the Contaminated Sites Act and in making such a decision the Contaminated 
Sites Committee must consider who caused or contributed to the contamination and it is 
presumed the Committee has taken into consideration the legislative processes before the State. 

Should the Committee seek to undertake an investigation the Shire of Ashburton may seek to 
make significant legal representation during this process. 

The contamination that remains at Wittenoom is highly dangerous and uncontrolled this is prima 
facie and well supported through the court records of Australia. 
















