
Hon Peter Foster MLC 
Chair, Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs 
Legislative Council Committee Office 
Via email: env@parliament.wa.gov.au 
 
Dear Chair, 
 
Re: Petition No. 46 – Oppose mandatory masks for year 3 to year 7.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to contribute to this petition. 
 
When looking at masks to protect from infection or reduce the risk of passing on an 
infection, certain rules need to be adhered to. The mask needs to stay in place, needs to be 
fitted, and must not be touched once in situ. Once removed and touched by fingers, the 
mask becomes “contaminated” and thus useless. 
 
Children by their very nature are easily distracted, they touch their face regularly, and they 
forget the rules about masks when playing. 
 
As part of normal development, it is important for children to learn to be able to read facial 
expressions. One small study showed that children of mothers who had undergone 
significant Botox had trouble discerning different emotions. Mum might state that she is 
very angry, but because the face does not move in sync with that emotion, children don’t 
learn to recognize those facial cues. Whilst this may seem minor, it interferes with children’s 
ability to recognize different expressions, including those relating to danger. They simply 
don’t learn the micro-expressions, and they then don’t recognize “stranger danger”. They 
cannot tell whether the words match the face, and therefore cannot tell if someone is lying. 
 
There are also case studies being brought forward now where the mask wearing appears to 
increase recovery time after a respiratory infection. Whilst the data is limited, the re-
breathing in of pathogens may lengthen a disease process. 
 
There is no doubt that masks can be useful, this is why surgical theater staff wear them, and 
as a direct consequence, infections acquired during surgery have dropped significantly. 
Children however are not in a surgical theatre, they are outside playing with friends, or at 
school.  
 
The hygiene hypothesis speaks about how increased hygiene and disinfection has led to 
reduced immuno-competence in children. Infants, toddlers, and children require exposure 
to a wide variety of pathogens to be able to create a strong immune system. This is a 
healthy normal process. 
 
Countries around the world are lifting their mandates, lockdowns, and travel restrictions. 
Considering the small risk healthy children have in regard to catching Covid and then 
consequently passing from Covid is small. To then continue with the mask mandate for 
healthy children whilst being aware of the negative consequences this has, is not logical.  



The main message is that children are mostly too unreliable to effectively mask. Most masks 
are not custom fitted and are removed and applied several times. There is also an economic 
factor meaning that masks are reused with out the addition of new filters, and not washed 
often enough. If a child were to visit a grandparent in a nursing home, short term use in a 
very controlled environment makes sense, but in a place of learning with many interactions, 
it is unlikely to be effective. 
 
I have included some links to support the petitioners’ points. Unfortunately there is not 
much research available on masking children, Three of the links speak about harm, the 
fourth is pro-masking and included for balance. I added one article to explain the hygiene 
hypothesis. 
 
Sources: 

Masking Children: Tragic, Unscientific, and Damaging | AIER 

Botox Reduces the Ability to Empathize, Study Says - The New York Times (nytimes.com) 

COVID TV binges blamed for ‘changing children’s accents’ | PerthNow 

jnma,+023+Dr+Mallika+Gyawali+VP.pdf 

Hygiene hypothesis - Wikipedia 

 

Thank you for reviewing this petition and allowing me to provide a voice for these concerned 
citizens. 

 

Warm regards,  

Sophia Moermond 

 

 

 

Hon Sophia Moermond MLC 

Member for the South West Region 

Legalise Cannabis Western Australia 
Stirling House | Level 1, 8 Parliament Place 
West Perth WA 6005 | Noongar Boodja, Australia  

Elevate the Debate @SophiaMoermond 

T 08 9486 8106 E Sophia.Moermond@mp.wa.gov.au 

 

Acknowledgement of Country We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of Country throughout Australia and their 
continuing connection to land, waters, and community. We pay our respect to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders and 
their cultures, and to Elders past, present, and emerging. 
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