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Dear Mr Foster

PETITION NO. 048 - MANNING PARK IN BEELIAR REGIONAL PARK

Thank you for your letter of 16 June 2022 regarding the above matter.

Manning Park is recognised for its regionally significant vegetation and wetland values
under the State Government s Bush Forever program, where it is documented as Bush
Forever area 247 Manning Lake and Adjacent Bushland.

Under the Metropolitan Region Scheme, Manning Park is Reserved for 'Parks and
Recreation  except for a small portion adjacent to Cockburn Road that is reserved for
Primary Regional Roads’.

In March 2022, the ‘Parks and Recreation’ portion of Manning Park was set aside as a
Crown Reserve for the purpose of ‘Recreation, Community and Conservation’. The
City of Cockburn holds a management order over the Reserve. This tenure and
management status of Manning Park is considered consistent with the objectives of
Bush Forever.

The Western Australian Planning Commission State Planning Policy 2.8 Bushland
Policy for the Perth Region sets out the requirements when development is proposed
within Bush Forever sites. Under this policy, all proposals are to avoid, minimise and,
as a last resort, mitigate and offset the clearing of native vegetation. Any future
development proposals will need to have due regard to this policy.

State Planning Policy 2.8 seeks for regionally significant bushland within Bush Forever
areas to be managed for conservation purposes and for coordinated bushland
management advice and assistance to be provided through the Department of
Environment and Conservation (now Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and
Attractions), in conjunction with other relevant government and non-government
agencies.
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Ongoing management of Manning Park is the responsibility of the City of Cockburn. In
this regard, Bush Forever areas can achieve their conservation objectives while also
fulfilling a community and recreation function.

Local governments are suitable management bodies for achieving these outcomes.
Divergent and evolving community expectations for the function of urban parks and
reserves can make this task challenging. Key tools for meeting this challenge include
local government Local Planning Strategies and their various supporting documents
(including local open space and recreation strategies). These documents are subject
to community consultation and need to be reviewed at appropriate intervals.

The City of Cockburn s Local Planning Strategy and Public Open Space Strategy
recognise the conservation and recreation objectives for Manning Park. Management
Plans are also key tools for achieving multiple objectives on public land. Manning Park
falls within the 2006 Beeliar Regional Park Management Plan prepared for the then
Conservation Commission of Western Australia.

Thank you for raising this with me.

Yours sincerely

HON RITA
MI ISTER

2 7 JUL 2022


