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Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs
Parliament House
PERTH WA 6000

Dear Mr . = 'en ^:;::,
PETITION N0 65-METROPOLITAN LOCAL COUNCILS

Thank you for your letter dated 25 November 2014 regarding Petition N0 65
Metropolitan Local Councils, which you tabled in the Legislative Council and which has
been referred to the Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs.
The petition refers to the Liberal-National Government's plans for reforms to Perth's

metropolitan local governments. The petition's initial request is for an urgent inquiry into
the proposal for metropolitan local government reform and erroneously refers to the
changes as 'abolishing all but three (as at 9 September 2014) of the existing metropolitan
local councils'.

Considerable developments have occurred in the pastthree months that have overtaken
the request. This includes the completion of the Metropolitan Local Government District
Inquiries by the Local Government Advisory Board and the Board's provision of its
detailed report to me with its recommendations for change.
The Board carried out its inquiries in accordance with the provisions of the
Local Government Act 7995. The inquiries included extensive and detailed reviews of
each of the 38 formal proposals for changes that were submitted to the Board by
metropolitan local governments, a community group and the Government.
As part of its inquiries, the Board invited public submissions and considered nearly 33,000
submissions before making its recommendations to me. It also met with key
stakeholders, including each of the local governments, before finalising its report and
making its recommendations to reduce the number of Perth's councils from 30 to 16.
It is also noteworthy that, in following the requirements of the Local Government Act, the
Board had a statutory obligation to consider specific factors set out in the Act. Those
factors included communities of interest, physical and topographic features, demographic
trends, economic factors, history, transport and communication, matters affecting the
viability of local governments and the effective delivery of services. The Board's report
provides comment on each of the factors and other matters taken into account in forming
its recommendations. These have been widely canvassed throughoutthe community.
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I reviewed the Board's report and announced my decision on its recommendations on
22 October 2014. I accepted all but two of the Board's recommendations - for the
City of Perth/City of Vincent and the proposal to combine five western suburbs in the
proposed City of Riversea.
Further, on 25 November this year, Supreme Court Chief Justice Wayne Martin dismissed
two legal challenges that had been made aboutthe local government reform process.
The Supreme Court decision clearly validated the process for reforming local government
in the metropolitan area and, importantly, confirmed that the Board had the power to
make the recommendations to me. The transcript of the Chief Justice's judgment is
published on the Supreme Court website.
The detailed work carried out by the independent Local Government Advisory Board
during its inquiries is only the latest in a long list of inquiries and reviews preceding the
current action on reform. This has included extensive research and evidence

documented over many years on the need for local government reform.
This includes the Western Australian Local Government Association's (WALGA) report
The Journey: Sustainability into the Future, 2006 that outlined the challenges facing
Western Australia's local governments to deliver services to their communities.
The Government has worked with the local government sector throughout the reform
process and this partnership approach is continuing so that we can achieve the best
results for communities right across Perth.
The changes will ensure our metropolitan local governments are in a strong position and
have the capacity to provide the vital and increasingly complex services our growing
population now expects.
Given the extensive and detailed studies that have been carried out, the clear recognition
of the need for change and the intense scrutiny of the process that has been followed,
I submit that there is no requirement for a further inquiry into the current proposals for
metropolitan local government reform.
Yours sincerely
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