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Hon Brian Ellis MLC
Chair
Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs

Dear Mr Ellis MLC
Re: Petition No 65 Water Quality in Esperance
I thank you for your letter of May 14,2010.
It is my pleasure to provide in the attachments

l.My submission and I confirm that I have not taken my complaint to the Parliamentary
Commissioner for Administrative Investigation Ombudsman;
2.A further 5 pages of signatures for the petition;
3.A letter from the President of the Esperance Chamber of Commerce and Industry supporting the
proposal for a desalination plant;
4.Ten extracts of news articles from the Esperance Express detailing commentary on desalination
plant over the past few years;and
5.The information provided by the Water Corporation relating to Hard Water.
I look forward to receiving further information on your deliberations and I wish to indicate that if the
opportunity arises I would welcome the opportunity to meet with your Committee.

Yours sincerely

Greg Cole

LIC
Submission in relation to Petition No 65 Water Quality in Esperance
The building of a desalination plant in Esperance by a private provider will provide the
following benefits
I.Water quality in Esperance is improved.
It is recognised by the Water Corporation that scheme water is defined as hard which is a
cost to the community.ln the attached information sheet Water Quality Issues it
acknowledges that spots are left on glasses and shower screens after the water has
evaporated.lt also advises that water with a total hardness above 200 milligrams per litre
also has a scaling effect on hot water systems, pipes,fittings and domestic appliances such
as kettles.The average hardness level in Esperance is 340 milligrams per litre.
In Esperance we own and operate a caravan park and the hard water causes us to incur
additional costs due to damage to appliances eg electric kettles which last about 6 months
and additional cleaning to remove the calcium from ablution tiles with cleaners which
contain an acid.We also installed a coffee vending machine which regularly broke down and
had to be returned to Perth on 5 occassions in the first 12 months.The last time it was
returned to Perth the agent stripped the machine down and advised us the problems were
caused by hard water and to rectify this we have installed a water filter.Any business in
Esperance which uses water reveals similar stories and this is additional cost burden.There
are many people in Esperance who will only drink bottled water.
2.The region is drought proofed and Kalgoorlie is not reliant upon the Perth catchment area
and thus more water is retained iii Perth
In January 2010 the Department"of Water predicted the future demand for water resources
in Western Australia
For the Goldfields Esperance region the comment is "Alternative ways to provide long term
scheme supply are needed especially as this region obtains its scheme water from the Perth
water demand region,which will continue to be under stress even with the development of
new water sources and gains in water efficiency" and for
Perth" the situation in Perth is the most challenging of all water demand regions. Even
under the low growth scenario,the region will be in water deficit by 2020.Under the high
growth and drying climate sceanarios,the defict would be much greater"
In my view this confirms the need for a desalination plant as an alternative long term
scheme supply and additionally reduce the reliance on the Perth scheme.
I am also advised that the Water Corporation has been required to build a water treatment
plant to treat the water being sent to Kalgoorlie to improve the water quality as more water
is sourced from bore fields.1 understand the cost ofthis project is $100m

3.Desalination plant is a major infrastructure project with long term benefits and may
support further industry growth in the region which would provide the State with economic
benefits.
In the course of the debate over stimulus funding many economists favoured infrastructure
projects which provided benefits over the long term and created other opportunities and
reference was made to rail,road,port and water projects.
The building of a desalination plant in the Esperance Goldfields region would see
employment created in both the short and long term and my understanding that in the
construction phase there would be around 300 direct employees and additionally
businesses in the region would also be involved directly with the supply of materials and
services.1 further understand that once operational there would be a requirement for
around 60 employees.
With quality water on tap and able to be sourced when needed it enables farming
diversification and there have been comments that some farms could switch to horticulture
rather than cropping or grazing.
For the mining sector which currently uses ground water which in many instances has high
saline content and thus causes corrosion a better quality water assists there operations and
may encourage further development.
4.Adds diversity and security to the States critical water supply.
The building of a desalination plant creates another water source and thus makes the region
self sufficient at a time when water shortages are becoming more acute.
The CEO of the Water Corporation Sue Murphy at a talk in Albany recently commented
there was the need for a desalination plant on the South Coast.
Because of the ability to distribute water to Kalgoorlie from Esperance which reduces the
reliance on the Perth scheme by 12 gigalitres Esperance is the logical place for the next
desalination plant.
Summary
A desalination plant will improve the quality of water for the residents of Esperance and
reduce their costs for replacing items which are damaged by hard water and provide a
significant source of water to the region and thus enable scheme water to be retained in
Perth for the use in that region which WA Water regards as the most challenging situation
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PETITION IN RELATION TO WATER QUALITY IN ESPERANCE

To the President and Members of the Legislative Council of the Parliament of Western Australia in
Parliament assembled.
We the undersigned residents of Western Australia support initiatives to improve the water quality for
the residents of Esperance as currently the water is unpalatable and contains salts which cause damage
to appliances and equipment resulting in unavoidable costs to users.
Your ,petitioners therefore respectfully request the Legislative Council to recommend the State
Government and Minister for Water proceed with the proposal for a private provider to build a
desalination plant in Esperance to provide potable water to the Esperance Goldfields Region which
provides the following benefits, water quality in Esperance is improved; the region is drought proofed;
Kalgoorlie is not reliant upon the Perth catchment area and thus more potable water is retained in
Perth; a desalination plant is a major infrastructure project with long term benefits and may support
further industry growth in the. region which would provide the State with economic benefits; adds
diversity and security to the State's critical water supply.
And your petitioners as in duty bound, will ever pray.

Please return this Petition to Greg Cole of
This petition must
not be altered and only original signatures are permitted. Faxed copies of signatures cannot be accepted.
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Esperance
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
AND INDUSTRY INC.

4 June 2010

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

Esperance Chamber of Commerce and Industry (ECCI) is the voice of business in
Esperance. We are pleased to support the concept put forward by Greg Cole which
recommends Esperance having a desalination plant in order to improve the water quality for
the community.
We are aware that Greg Cole has tabled a petition from local residents and wish to
emphasize the strong support both within the business community and general residents of
Esperance.
Please contact me should you wish to discuss this matter further at your convenience on

Yours sincerely

~e-,
SHERRIDEN MACKENZIE
President

Street Address: Suite 20, Esperance Business Centre, 75 - 77 Dempster Street
Postal: PO Box 817 Esperance WA 6450
Phone: (08) 9071 5142 Fax (08) 9072 1693 Email: ecci@wn.com.au

CH 24/10 desal brief
Cap - desal pdf. Picture on page 1 - A COMPUTER graphic of the proposed
desalination plant.
Words - 192
THE current status of the proposed United Utilities desalination plant in
Esperance is still up in the air, according to Minister for Water, Dr Graham
Jacobs.
Dr Jacobs said a cost benefit analysis report had been prepared by the
previous state government in regards to the desalination plant, and the
report was then taken to the state solicitors office for review.
"It either never came out of there, or the report came out and wasn't
shared by the previous government," Dr Jacobs said.
Dr Jacobs said he is currently investigating the status of the report, and
he will then make a decision whether or not to revisit the proposal.
According to United Utilities, the desalination plant would supply 24
gigalitres of water into the Goldfields, and also provide Esperance with
improved water quality.
United Utilities public relations manager, Stan Boath, said United Utilities
was still very interested in the proposal.
"We would still like to go ahead with it. We still see it as a viable option.
As of yet we have not spoken to the state government, however we
certainly hope to do so in the near future," Mr Boath said.

CH 06/03 desal nationals
Words - 167
By Cale Hill
NATIONALS leader Brendon Grylls has called on the State Government to
support a desalination plant in Esperance to guarantee water supplies for
the Esperance-Goldfields region.
Mr Grylls has said the recent University of Western Australia study
warning Esperance residents not to drink rainwater was proof that an
alternate water supply is needed.
According to Mr Grylls, a proposed desalination plant in Esperance which
would pump water to Ravensthorpe and Kalgoorlie is being stalled until
the State Government agrees to buy the water.
"Esperance residents can't use rainwater tanks and are currently forced
to use sub-standard water from a local bore field, while Kalgoorlie relies
on 12 gigalitres being piped from Perth annually," Mr Grylls said.
"The State Government must come out and back this project of explain to
Esperance and the Goldfields how it intends to secure their water future."
Mr Grylls said a water purchase agreement was required from the Water
Corporation to underpin the project, which could deliver 24 gigalitres of
fresh water annually.

HEADER - Desalinated water for the Goldfields

Shadow Minister for the Goldfields-Esperance Development, Dr Graham Jacobs
MLA, was in favour of the motion to support the desalinated water project for
the Goldfields at the Liberal Party State Conference on the weekend.
The Kalgoorlie South Division moved that the conference support the concept of
supplying and pumping desalinated water from Esperance to the Goldfields to
alleviate WA's water shortage.
The motion was put by Allan Matthews, president of the Esperance Branch. It is
proposed in the United Utilities Australia project to build a desalinated plant in
Esperance and pump the water to the Goldfields via an Esperance-Kalgoorlie
pipeline, with pumping stations fired off the existing gas pipeline and generation
of the plant with electricity from the BRW (Burns, Rowe and Worsley) gas
turbines in Esperance.
Dr Jacobs spoke for the saying: "The 11 giga-litres pumped to the Goldfields will
take the pressure off the metropolitan supply.
Since the Appleyard report 'turned off the tap for a source of viable water from
the Kimberley', then other services such as this were vital.
The ERA report, in its initial submission, decreed that the cost outweighed the
benefit.
Dr Jacobs said that this concept is now flawed considering the need for
alternative sources.
"This is a very important alternative source", he said, "one which is vital for the
region and the State of WA".
He thanked the conference for its vision and overwhelming support for the
proposal.

TT 24/10 desal - stop press 162 words
HeaderAFTER five years of intense debate and scrutinisation of the planned
Esperance desalination plant, the State Government has officially
supported the plan, providing it can supply water at an acceptable price.
United Utilities Australia (UUA) is the company behind the $400 million
plant, which will supply water to Esperance and the Goldfields replacing
the current Perth to Kalgoorlie pipeline.
UUA Goldfields Water Supply Project Director Jonathon Clark said the
State Government to had appointed an independent negotiator to foster
discussions between the Water Corporation and UUA to determine the
required water pricing.
"We (UUA) see this as the final hurdle in the project and we hope to finish
the negotiation process before Christmas and begin construction of the
plant in late 2007,"Mr Clark.
Mr Clark was very grateful for the support received by UUA from the
Esperance community and said construction of the plant and a 400km
pipeline to Kalgoorlie would bring about 200 workers into town.
More details in Thursday's Express.

n

22/05 desal- lead 257 words

HeaderBy Tarryn Truscott
THE recent lead issue will not affect the proposed $400 million
desalination plant that will be built adjacent to the Esperance Port
Authority, according to the company behind the project.
United Utilities Australia is currently in negotiations with the State
Government over the price of water and various logistics of the proposed
plant.
If commissioned it will supply desalinated water to Esperance and
Kalgoorlie, saving about 37GL of Perth's water supply from being pumped
to Kalgoorlie each year.
A UUA spokesperson said the company is confident negotiations will be
finalised in the coming months and that the lead contamination issue will
not affect the project.
He said water used in the plant will be drawn from several kilometres out
to sea and the plant is completely sealed, however a full environmental
assessment will be completed.
If established the desalination plant will replace Esperance's current
ground water supply and could replace the need for rainwater tanks at
many properties.
The spokesperson said the taste and quality of desalinated water is high
and it is becoming the more reliable and preferred option in many parts of
the state.
Earlier this month UUA submitted a report to the government explaining
the pricing of water from the future plant.
It is expected the government will consider the long term options for
water supply to Esperance and the Goldfields and the logistics of the
project including the size of pipelines used before entering final
negotitations.
If the plant is commissioned UUA will become the first private supplier to
enter WA's water market.

TT 18/01 desal- neg check 95 words
HeaderNEARLY three months has passed since the State Government appointed
an independent negotiator to decide the fate of a proposed desalination
plant in Esperance and a verdict is yet to be reached.
State solicitor Tim Sharp was chosen by the government to oversee
discussions between the Water Corporation and the company behind the
planned plant, United Utilities Australia.
If approved the plant will provide desalinated water to the Goldfields
region, including Kalgoorlie, which currently sources water from Perth.
A government spokesperson said negotiations are confidential and it is
uncertain when a decision will be made.

TT 25/09 utilities- desal ripper 349 words
HeaderBy Tarryn Truscott
THE company behind the planned desalination plant for Esperance is
waiting with the rest of the public for the state government's decision on
whether it will support the project.
United Utilities Australia (UUA) has submitted the proposal for the
desalination plant, which it hopes will deliver 12 gigalitres of water to
Kalgoorlie each year via a 400km pipeline, to the government for
consideration.
Five gigalitres will also be provided to Esperance from the desalination
plant.
The company hopes to begin work on the plant as soon as possible but
requires support from the government for a report compiled by Economic
Regulator Lyndon Rowe.
In the report Mr Rowe recommends the State Government enter
discussions with UUA and should be indifferent towards water suppliers
providing the price and quality of water were desirable.
Treasurer Eric Ripper is now carefully considering the implications of the
project, including the introduction of a private water supplier to WA,
before making a decision.
UUA public relations manager Stan Boath understands the complexity of
the decision being considered by Mr Ripper and says the company awaits
the verdict.
"As far as UUA is concerned the government has to go through due
processes and while we are eager to get underway with the project we
definitely welcome a positive response from the Treasurer and understand
it will take time," Mr Boath said.
If the project is approved works will begin within weeks in Esperance,
including detailed environmental studies to assess the impact the plant
will have on Esperance's marine life.
Mr Boath said the position of the plant suggests their will be little impact
at all on the environment due to fast moving currents and an open
discharge area for the saline water.
"There are hundreds of plants just like this all over the world and once the
project is initiated there will be a team in Esperance looking at the
environmental impacts," he said.

"The reality is though we've got a fast moving current to disperse the
saline water and a coastal location so the salinity won't have any
catchment area to built up in."

TT utilities- desal plant 363 words
Header- Government to decide on future of desalination plant
By Tarryn Truscott
THE State government is debating whether or not it will support the
proposed desalination plant being built in Esperance, with a decision
forecast in the coming weeks.
A submission compiled by United Utilities Australia (UUA), the company
planning on building the $400 million plant, was submitted to government
for consideration with support from the Environmental Regulation
Authority (ERA) and local development groups.
UUA Spokesperson Stan Boath was thankful for the support received for
the company's ambitious plan and was optimistic of government support.
If commissioned construction of the plant and pipeline to Kalgoorlie could
begin in 18 months and be completed a year later.
Supporter of the plant and Goldfields Esperance Development Commission
(GEDC) Manager for the Southern Region Bill Witham said the government
would consider the proposal in the context of today's tight water
supplies.
He said drought conditions around the state and the development of a
desalination plant planned in Kwinana should work in favour of the UUA
proposal, which would save up to 37GL of Perth's water supply from
being pumped to the Goldfields.
"The desalination plant will also bring new jobs into Esperance, especially
during construction, and introduce the first big private player into WA's
water market, which should effect prices and improve the quality of
service," Mr Witham said.
Currently the Water Corporation holds a virtual monopoly over WA's
water supply but has indicated it would support an Esperance based
desalination plant providing water to the Goldfields if the pricing was
reasonable.
Water Corporation Regional Business Manager for the Goldfields Region
Garth Walter said one of the main costs to consider was the maintenance
of the pipeline infrastructures.
If the desalination plant is commissioned the Perth to Kalgoorlie pipeline
will no longer be utilised but will require maintenance, which he compared
to as the cost of servicing two vehicles despite only using one.

Mr Witham said Esperance had already benefited from the desalination
plant proposal that had drawn attention to the town's water supply and
condition of Esperance's water.
Mr Walter said while Esperance's water fell within acceptable health
standards, the company was looking for ways to improve its quality,
particularly relating to mineral build up on appliances.

TT 24/10 desal- final hurdle pics 445 words
HeaderCaps- 468-6804-Esperance Port Authority Community Relations Manager
Richard Grant and United Utilities Australia Goldfields Water Supply Project
Director Jonathon Clark at the site of the proposed desalination plant at
the Esperance Port.
By Tarryn Truscott
ESPERANCE and the Goldfields water supply is set for a major overhaul
after the State Government agreed to appoint an independent negotiator
to finalise pricing arrangements between the Water Corporation and the
builders of a proposed desalination plant in Esperance.
United Utilities Australia (UUA) launched the $400 million desalination
plant project about five years ago and has overcome a number of
bureaucratic hurdles before reaching this final planning stage.
UUA Goldfields Water Supply Project Director Jonathon Clark said
negotiating the price that water will be supplied by the company to the
Water Corporation should be completed by Christmas this year.
"UUA will be the supplier of water to the Water Corporation for the
Goldfields Esperance region if the desalination plant is built and this final
step will determine the price that will be paid for the water and whether
the project is financially viable," he explained.
The cost of water for consumers will be unchanged however the quality of
water will improve and a larger volume will be made available for use.
In it's first day of operation the plant will be able to pump about 70 mega
litres of water to Kalgoorlie, twice as much as what is being currently
pumped to the area from Perth, with the potential to increase supply to
the region by an additional 30 mega litres per day.
Water storage facilities will be built at various sites along the pipeline and
a 400 million litre storage tank is currently being constructed in
Kalgoorlie.
Mr Clark said the environmental impact of the plant, which is to be located
adjacent to the power station at the Esperance Port site, was minimal.
"The depth of the harbour as well as the fast flowing currents mean the
high saline water that will be pumped out of the plant into the ocean,
through a 1.6km to 2.5 km long pipeline, will quickly disperse and should
have no effect on marine life," he said.

If negotiations are successful UUA will complete a number of approval
processes including environmental assessments and finalise the design
process.
It is hoped construction of the plant and a 400km pipeline to Kalgoorlie
will begin in late 2007 and will bring about 200 workers to the town.
Mr Clark, who visited Esperance on the weekend, was encouraged by the
support of the Esperance community and said UUA was excited about the
project.
"We have been overwhelmed with public interest in the plant and are
thankful for the support from locals members of parliament. It has been a
long and patient five years but we are very proud of the project and look
forward to providing a great service to the region," he said.
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