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Legislative Council Committee Office
Parliament House
4 Harvest Terrace

WEST PERTH WA 6005

Attention: Mrs Maddison Evans

Dear Mrs Evans,
PETITION N0 1.2 - WALPOLE WILDERNESS AND MARINE PARK

I refer to your correspondence dated 9 May 2019 in respect of the above
petition tabled by Hon Diane Evers MLC in the Legislative Council on 2 April
2019 and respond on behalf of the Shire of Manjimup Chief Executive Officer.
Firstly I would like to take this opportunity to respond to the claims being made
in respect of the Shire of Manjimup. The following comments are provided in
respect of the information contained within the petition and the two specific
matters in which you seek a response:
Comparison with Shire of Jerramun. u.

As you may be aware Local Planning Schemes within Western Australia
vary between local authorities.
The comparison with the requirements of the Shire of Jerramungup are
irrelevant as the provisions contained within their Local Planning Scheme
do not apply within the Shire of Manjimup.
Shire of Manjimu. Local Plannin. Scheme N0 4

Within the Shire of Manjimup, land use is regulated by the provisions of
the Shire of Manjimup's Local Planning Scheme N0 4 (LPS N0 4). The
following provisions of LPS N0 4 apply to the proposal at hand:
Definition of Plantatibn

LPS N0 4 defines a plantation as follows:
'^, fontation" has the same meaning as in the Code of Practice for Timber
Plantations in Western Australia (2006) pub/I^hed by the Department of
Conservation and Land Management and the Australian Forest Growers
as amended from time to time;
This definition is consistent with the Model Scheme Text definition.
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The Code of Practice was prepared in respect of the Timber Plantation
Industry. As reflected within the introduction, "The purpose of this Code is
to provide goals and guidelihes to plantatibn managers so that plantatibn
operations in Western Australia are conducted in a manner that is in
accordance with accepted princfy?ars. . .. Princfy?als for good plantatibn
management are described in Forest Practices Related to Wood
Production in Plantations. . .. "

Given the above the proposed use cannot be classified under LPS N0 4
as a plantation.
Water Corporation Use of the Word Plantation

The fact that the Water Corporation has referred to the proposal as a
"Teatree Plantation" is not relevant to the land use classification. In

accordance with the philosophy advocated by the petitioners, the planting
of an Avocado Orchard would also be classified as a plantation is the
landowner referred to it as an "Avocado Planation".
Land Use Classiftcatibn

LPS N0 4 contains two definitions relating to agricultural activity involving
plantings, which are as follows:
'^griculture - Extensive" means premises used for the raising or stocks or crops
but does not Ihclude agriculture - intensive or animal husbandry - intensive"
'^griculture
Intensive" means premises used for trade or commercial
purposes, including outbuildings and earthworks associated with the following. '
(a) Production of grapes, vegetables, flowers, exotic or native plants, or fruits or
nuts, '

(b) The establishment and operation of plant or fruit nurseries, and:
(0) The development of land for irrigated fodder production or irrigated pasture
(including turf farms).

As the proposed use is not consistent with the production or plants, fruits
etc, the use is not classififed as "Agriculture - Intensive". The activity is
therefore in the opinion of the Shire "Agriculture - Extensive".
Zoriinq

It is understood that the Water Corporation has three primary landholdings
that may be the subject of the proposal. These parcels, their ownership
status and zoriing are summarised as follows:
Land Parcel

Ownership

Zoriing under LPS N0 4

Lot 12737 Swann

Freehold, owned by
Water Corporation

General Agriculture

Freehold owned by
Water Corporation

General Agriculture

Crown Reserve

General Agriculture

Road, Walpole
Lot 86 Swann

Road, Walpole
Lot 87 (reserve
31 501 )

Land Use Permissibili

As prescribed by clause 8.4 of LPS N0 4, the use of land zoned General
Agriculture for an agriculture - extensive purpose is exempt from the need
to obtain the Shires prior planning approval. This exemption also applies
to agriculture - intensive land uses.
Conclusion

The petition has formed the view that the proposed land use should be
classified as a "Plantation" on the basis that officers at the Shire of

Jerramungup have classified as similar proposal as such. However the
provisions of the Shire of Jerramungup's Local Planning Scheme do not
apply to the Shire of Manjimup.
In accordance with the definitions prescribed under the Shire of
Manjimup's LPS N0 4 the use cannot be classified as a "Plantation" as
this use class directly relates to the timber industry.
More correctly the use is an agricultural use, for which the Shires prior
planning approval is in fact not required, irrespective of the status of the
proponent or any association that they may have with the State.
I thank for your time in writing to the Shire and ask that you contact the
undersigned should you have any queries.
Yours sincerely,

Brian Robinson
Director

Development & Regulation

