dogs are exercised in an area that is designated for boat launching. In July 2009 at the Gantheume
point facility a small child was run over by a boat trailer whilst the operator was trying to retrieve
from being bogged. Thankfully the child was not severely injured.
The situation surrounding Broomes facilities is not just limited to trailer boat and recreational
operators. Charter boat businesses, Commercial fishers, Pearling operators and even Sea rescue are
severely impacted by the substandard and lack of suitable facilities in Broome. On low tides Sea
rescue cannot launch their vessel to save stricken boat owners, additionally it takes Broome Sea
Rescue a minimum of one hour to get their vessel on the water as they need a large tractor to
launch it in the boggy waters.
Charter boat operators have to tend to their moored vessels by the use of small boats. These boats
are used to ferry passengers from the beach to their vessels and frequently encounter problems
with prevailing environmental conditions. This can see customers get swamped and lose valuable
equipment such as mobile phones and cameras, making their experience ... less than forgettable.
Larger vessels have to be moored in either the open ocean (Gantheume point) or in Roebuck bay.
This situation leaves them exposed to sudden and unexpected changes in the weather which is not
just limited to cyclone season. Consequently vessels can come off their moorings and either crash
into other vessels or run aground on the pristine beaches surrounding Broome. This can not only be
costly for the operators as many boats have been destroyed, but can also cause severe
environmental damage through the spillage of fuel and oils. For example in December 2008 Cyclone
Billy caused the wind to pick up quickly and unexpectedly from the East. This caught many operators
unaware and as they could not launch their tender vessels in the harsh conditions they could not
protect their investments by anchoring them in the mangroves. Consequently three vessels sunk and
numerous vessels pulled or broke their moorings and ended up on the beach.
Despite the recent examples the problems experienced with Broomes boating facilities are not new.
There has been a long history of incidences that have seen the loss or damage of vessels and cars
and the injury to members of the community simply trying to either go about their work or enjoy a
day on the water. Attached are a range of photos that I hope help to describe the situation. If you
would like a copy of documented boating incidences as recorded by the Broome Port Authority
please let me know and I will be happy to provide them to you.
In conclusion the situation revolving around Broomes grossly inadequate boating facilities has been
an ongoing issue that the people of Broome and its visitors have suffered with for an inordinate
amount of time. Broome currently has over 1200 recreational vessels and 300 commercial vessels
and as Broomes population is expected to grow to 23000 people by 2020 we feel that this situation
has gone beyond crisis point and needs to be addressed drastically and resolved immediately before
somebody is seriously injured or even killed.

Photos illustrating problems faced by Broomes Boating facilities

Another vehicle lost to the incoming tide whilst trying to retrieve their boat from

Commercial vessel comes off its mooring during strong winds only to run aground on the rocks.
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Sea Rescue snatches out a bogged vehicle whilst on their way to rescue another stricken boatie.

Kimberley Quest burns to the ground. This vessel was undertaking routine maintenance at the
slipways, but as there were no fire fighting facilities there, fire fighters could only watch as the
multimillion dollar boat burnt to the ground.

To launch your boat at the Entrance Point boat ramp at certain times you have to reverse the car, hit
the brakes and have the boat fly off the trailer. The person in the boat has to start the engine and
reverse hard to prevent the waves from crashing over the back and washing the boat up the ramp.
Unfortunately this complex procedure is vulnerable to a range of problems. In this example a wave
came over the back of the boat and flooded the battery preventing it from starting. The following
waves washed the boat up on the ramp. With the excessive amount of water in the boat the red
winch rope snapped and the boat could not be retrieved for hours, damaging the boat, the ramp and
restricting effective access for other ramp users.
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A victim of Cyclone Billy. This charter operator not only lost his prize asset but lost the clients that
were scheduled to fish on it having a dramatic effect on his business and livelihood.

