Minister for Environment; Disability Services; Electoral Affairs
Deputy Leader of the Legislative Council
Our Ref: 62-23817

Hon Matthew Swinbourn MLC
Chairman
Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs
env@parliament.wa.gov.au

Dear Mr S\yinbourn
Thank you for your correspondence, received in this office on 11 November 2020,
regarding Petition No. 168 relating to the Pinjarra Alumina Refinery.
Thank you for bringing the matter to my attention. I can provide the following advice
in relation to the terms of the Petition and the submission from the principal petitioner.
Current regulation of Alcoa operations
The current Alcoa of Australia Limited (Alcoa) operations at the Pinjarra Alumina
Refinery and Huntly Mine are regulated through a range of legislation including the

Alumina Refinery Agreement Act 1961, Alumina Refinery (Pinjarra) Agreement Act
1969, Alumina Refinery (Wagerup) Agreement and Acts Amendment Act 1978,
Environmental Protection (Alcoa - Huntly and Willowdale Mine Sites) Exem tion
Order 2004 and under approvals through the Environmental Protection Act 1986

(EP Act).
Bauxite mining is currently carried out under an approved five-year Mining and
Management Program (MMP), which is reviewed by the Mining and Management

Program Liaison Group (MMPLG). The MMPLG is administered by the Department
of Jobs, Tourism, Science and Innovation, with representatives from the Department
of Water and Environmental Regulation (DWER); Water Corporation; the Department
of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions; and the Department of Mines, Industry
Regulation and Safety. The MMPLG provides recommendations to the Minister for
State Development on the approval of the MMP. The current approved MMP for the
Huntly Mine authorises mining from 2020 to 2024.
Alcoa holds licences under Part V of the EP Act for the Pinjarra Refinery

(L5271/1983/14), the Willowdale Mine (L6465/1989/10) and Huntly Mine
(L6210/1991/10). The licence for the Pinjarra Refinery is for an alumina production
capacity of 4.2 million tonnes per annum (Mtpa). Both mine site licences regulate
emissions of dust, noise and surface water runoff at the respective mines via licence
conditions. In addition, the Pinjarra Refinery operations are regulated by Ministerial
Statement 646 under Part IV of the EP Act. This Statement sets out the
implementation conditions of the approval, and the authorised extent of the current
operations.
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Expansion of Alcoa operations
Alcoa referred the Pinjarra Alumina Refinery Revised Proposal to the Environmental
Protection Authority (EPA) in June 2020. The proposal comprises of an expansion of
the Huntly Mine into the Myara North and Holyoake regions, an increase in alumina
production at the Pinjarra Alumina Refinery, and for the approval of exporting bauxite
to third-party customers. The EPA made the determination in July 2020 to assess the
Pinjarra Alumina Refinery Revised Proposal at the highest level, Public Environmental
Review, with an eight-week public review period. This level of assessment means that
members of the public will have the opportunity to review and provide comment on the
information provided by Alcoa to support the environmental assessment of the
proposal.

The EPA, in making its determination to assess, identified the preliminary key
environmental factors that will need to be considered during the assessment. These
preliminary key environmental factors are Air Quality, Greenhouse Gas Emissions,
Social Surroundings, Flora and Vegetation, Terrestrial Environmental Quality,
Terrestrial Fauna, and Inland Waters.
During the assessment, the EPA will seek advice from relevant decision-making
authorities and other Government agencies. The EPA will have regard to various
matters including the values, sensitivity and quality of the environment which is likely
to be impacted (for example, habitat suitable for threatened species), the application
of the mitigation hierarchy of avoid, minimise (for example, minimising potential dust
and particulate emissions under Air Quality and Social Surroundings), rehabilitation
and offset, as well as the public interest about the likely effects of the proposal on the
environment, if implemented.
At the completion of the independent assessment, the EPA assessment report and
recommendations will be provided to me as Minister for Environment, published on
the EPA s website and subject to a two-week public appeals period.
Through the EPA s environmental impact assessment process there are numerous
opportunities for public participation, including the eight-week public review period
once the Environmental Review Document is released. Members of the community
can make a submission through the EPA consultation hub at
https://consultation.epa.wa.qov.au/.

Yours sincerely

Flon Stephen Dawson MIC

MINISTER FOR ENVIRONMENT
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