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Hon Matthew Swinbourn MIC

Chair
Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs
env@parliament.wa.gov.au

Dear Mr Swinbourn

STANDING COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS - PETITION
NO. 148 - WA PLANNING SYSTEM
Thank you for your letter of 14 May 2020 regarding the Standing Committee on
Environment and Public Affairs Petition No. 148 - WA Planning System.
I am pleased to provide this response which outlines the State Government s vision
and agenda for improving and strengthening this system through planning reform.
The petition raises issues regarding several important and integral aspects of the
Western Australian land use planning and development system, namely
transparency, accountability and community involvement. The State Government
firmly believes that an open, effective, efficient and responsive planning system is
fundamental to supporting the State’s prosperity and economic development and
sustaining our highly liveable communities.
The State Government, with independent expertise and wide-ranging engagement,
has developed a comprehensive reform agenda for the planning system to ensure
that it continues to sustain liveability and prosperity. Implementation of the reform
agenda is being prioritised and accelerated in response to the COVID-19 pandemic
to ensure that the planning system supports the State’s economic recovery and does
not hinder job creation, while making it easier for the community to have an early say
in how they wish to see change occur and their community develop.
it is acknowledged that there is a need to make the planning system more outcomesfocussed, more user friendly and accessible to the community, and more consistent,

efficient and streamlined.
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The Action Plan for Planning Reform was developed and released in August 2019
and articulates the State Government s vision for the planning system and reform
agenda.

The Action Plan also proposes the fostering of a more collaborative and inclusive
planning culture between State and local government, industry and the community
with the aim of:
• making the planning system easier to understand and enabling the community
to be more engaged in strategic planning
• supporting new ways of working to reduce red tape, increase cooperation and

create more consistency and efficiency in how the planning system operates
• ensuring that the planning tools and processes are fit-for-purpose to respond

to the challenges of the next phase of WA s growth.
The reform agenda is ambitious, wide-ranging and comprehensive, with a clear focus

on making the planning system deliver better outcomes in a more efficient and
streamlined manner, while also making is easier for the community to understand
and be involved in the planning process early to help shape and set the vision for
future growth and development.
Community Engagement
The package of planning reforms being pursued by the State Government seek to
improve community engagement and consultation and both the strategic planning
level and at the development application level.
Strategic level planning effectively sets the framework within a local government area
for which development is considered against. Given its importance in this regard, the
reforms are seeking to extend the minimum community engagement period for local
planning strategies and ensure there are meaningful opportunities for the community
to have their say in shaping how their local areas are developed.
In addition to this, for the first time the reforms will introduce minimum standards for
community consultation on development proposals that will apply state-wide to
ensure a consistent approach. These standards will include a radius model for major
development applications and scheme amendments. The reforms also provide
minimum requirements for the provision of information on proposals including the
online publishing and on-site signage.

Design WA
Design WA is a State Government initiative to ensure that good design is at the
centre of all development in Western Australia. The Design WA policy program aims
to create a built environment that reflects the distinctive characteristics of a local
area, that enhances streetscapes and neighbourhoods and that contributes to the
development of vibrant and liveable communities.
Design WA sets a new benchmark for the built environment. Rather than allowing
development at any cost, the Design WA suite of policies aim to lift the standard for
development and requires a proponent to demonstrate how their proposal will
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positively contribute to its surroundings and leave a lasting positive legacy.
The first component of Design WA, the Apartment Design Policy, has already been
developed and is in operation. Several other components of the Design WA policy
suite have either been drafted or are in advanced stages of development and will be
released and finalised shortly to deliver the outcomes outlined in the Action Plan.
Development Assessment Panels
It is acknowledged that there is scope for improvement to the DAP system and
several changes are outlined in the Action Plan which will address perceived conflicts
of interest and promote more consistent processes and decision-making. Key

changes include:
• a reduction in the number of DAPs from nine local and regional panels to no
more than three geographic panels,
• the full-time engagement of a reduced number of DAP specialist members,
• greater transparency through audio recording of meetings and improved
governance support and administrative oversight by the Department of
Planning, Lands and Heritage.
Some initial changes have already occurred, with the number of DAPs recently
reduced to five as an interim step prior to the appointment of a further reduction and
full-time members. Improved meeting templates and reports have also been
developed and will be shortly rolled out to assist with more streamlined processes
and decision-making.

Third Party Appeal Rights
The State Government does not intend to introduce third party appeal rights into the
Western Australian planning system. Doing so would add substantial uncertainty,
complexity and red-tape to the planning process and, as has been seen in other
states, create a system that would become increasingly legalistic, ultimately
alienating community members from the process. These outcomes are in direct

conflict with some of the key objectives of the Action Plan. It is my firm belief that the
community can have greater influence in the decisions that shape their local
communities by being better engaged earlier in the process at the strategic planning
stage to set the vision for the future growth and development of their local area.
Interested parties can presently seek to join or make submissions regarding
proposals that are the subject of an application for review to the State Administrative
Tribunal. The current system strikes the right balance in providing certainty for
proponents that their proposals will not be delayed by spurious or vexatious appeals,
while also providing an appropriate forum for interested parties to make their views
known.

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to the petition and provide an overview of
the planning system and the State Government s vision and reform agenda for the
planning system.
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