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Dear Chairman

PETITION N0 68 - Royal Association of Justices ofWA (Inc)
Thank you forthe opportunity to make comment in respect of the above petition.
As you would be aware I recently tabled a petition in the Legislative Council on behalf
residents of Western Australia requesting that the Legislative Council recommend that the
State Government reinstate the financial support that has been given to the Royal
Association of Justices of WA (Inc. ) over many years so that the Association can continue
the valuable voluntary service throughoutthe community.
I am advised that there are around 3,000 Justices of the Peace in Western Australia who

work in a voluntary capacity to serve their communities and support the justice system in a
variety of ways.

The voluntary work performed by JPs eases the burden on our justice system and has a
significant impact on the lives of those they serve. Their role in the Western Australian
justice system is vitalIy important particularly in regional and rural areas where local
magistrates are supported in their role by JPs.
A recent report by the Auditor General titled Training and Support for Justices of the Peace
found that hundreds of JPs who make important decisions daily were not getting adequate
training.
The Auditor General said that the lack of training was concerning because JPs have
authority to make important decisions such as issuing search warrants and authorising bail
and mistakes can have a big impact on individuals and the community.
Further, he expressed concern that five years after former State Coroner, Alastair Hope,
called for increased training for JPs following an inquiry into the prison van death of Mr
Ward, this had not happened.
I have been advised that since 1995 the Royal Association of Justices of WA (Inc) has
received state government funding for a variety of activities that support training and
professional development.

The amount of money allocated in 1995 was $28,000 and increasing annually to a peak of
$54,000 in 2009.

Between 2010 and 2012 the annual allocation was $50,000 after which it dropped to
$1 0,000 in 2013 and adjn 2014.

Whilst this petition called for funding to be reinstated my view is that there needs to be a
review of the funding model and the Royal Association of Justices of WA (Inc. ) should be
funded adequately to enable allthe recommendations contained in the Auditor General's

report titled Training and Support for Justices of the Peace to be fully funded and fully
implemented.

Yours sincerely
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Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich MLC
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