David Leitch

9th November 2020
Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs
Legislative Council Committee Office
Parliament House, 4 Harvest Terrace, West Perth WA 6005
Attn: Hon Matthew Swinbourn MLC – Chairman

By email: env@parliament.wa.gov.au

Petition No. 170 – Proposed realignment of the South West freight rail line
On behalf of my fellow neighbours and petition signatories, I thank you for the letter dated 15th
October 2020 in relation to the above petition of which I am the principle petitioner. I also thank
you for allowing me the opportunity to deliver this written submission that I believe will provide
clarity to the concerns of my wife and I, along with my fellow residents and neighbours. As you
will be aware, the petition was signed by over 460 people, of which nearly 75% were residents
within the Shire of Serpentine Jarrahdale. I know that local people that I, and fellow key
stakeholders spoke to were astonished by the thought of the needless destruction of family homes
and properties if the planned railway realignment was to proceed as shown on current maps.
Mardella is south east of Perth, nestled between Mundijong and Serpentine, and is located within
the Shire of Serpentine Jarrahdale. Mardella is in the heartland of the Peel Region equine industry.
The area of Mardella that would be directly impacted was only developed and sold off in circa 2008
and consists mainly of 10 acre lifestyle and equine blocks. The development moulds nicely into the
Shire of Serpentine Jarrahdale equine strategy and provides real farm like character to the area
and district.
My wife and I purchased our block in 2014 and were completely blindsided by the recently
announced, amended, proposed realignment routes that extend south from Mundijong Road. I
believe everyone understands the need to relocate the freight rail away from the centre of
Mundijong and to have it run alongside the proposed Tonkin Highway extension. However, the
proposed new routes south of Mundijong Road will decimate many lifestyle, semi-rural and rural
properties leaving many owners with significantly devalued and in some cases, valueless
properties.
It is accurate when I say that all the affected properties have been severely blighted by the
proposed new routes.
Prior to purchasing our property and committing our entire life savings and future, we attended
the Shire of Serpentine Jarrahdale and made enquiries about the area and whether any plans were
in place or being considered that would affect the property. After reviewing maps and speaking to
the Shire representative, it was clear that the property was not going to be affected by future plans
or projects, as the freight line realignment was shown following the future Tonkin Highway
extension to Southwest Highway. In 2016 we lodged building plans for our new home that included
a planning application. Both were approved and a building permit was issued to the builder. We
moved into our new home in late 2016. At no time prior to or throughout the application and
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