Our Ref: 63-15171

Hon Matthew Swinbourn MIC

Chair
Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs
Parliament House
4 Harvest Terrace

WEST PERTH WA 6005

Thank you for your letter regarding Petition No. 136 and related documents, and for
providing extensions to enable advice to be provided by the Western Australia Police
Force.

The Firearms Act 1973 (the Act) makes provision for the control and regulation of
firearms and ammunition; and the licensing of persons possessing, using, dealing with,
or manufacturing firearms and ammunition. Additionally, the National Firearm
Agreement guides the licensing of firearms, clubs, and ranges; genuine need and
reason; categories of firearms; and the registration, storage, recording of sales, and
transportation of firearms.

Please find below comments on issues raised in Petition 136 and the other related
documents.

Recognition of Australia Post as a Postal Carriage Service - Transportation of
Firearms and Ammunition
I have been aware of the impact that this matter was having on firearms dealers,
particularly in rural and regional WA and I have raised this matter with both the
previous and current Police Commissioner. At my request senior police met and liaised
with firearms stakeholders and Australia Post. As a consequence, on 17 August 2018
Australia Post was approved to be an approved commercial carrier of firearms.
Shooting Range Approvals
The WA Police Force advise that under the Act, the Commissioner of Police is
responsible for issuing approval in respect of firearms ranges, and further:
• sections 21 and 22 of the Act permit the Commissioner of Police to approve a
range subject to restrictions, limitations or conditions either at the time of initial
approval or subsequently;
• inspections are conducted of approved ranges to ensure they comply with
safety requirements. In recent times, two (2) ranges were closed as they
posed a risk to community safety. However, following remedial work both
were considered safe and re-opened. In assessing approvals for shooting
ranges community safety is of paramount importance.
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o two specific instances are cited. Firstly, in regard to the Ella Vella Shooting
Range, the Commissioner of Police granted approval subject to various
conditions. Those conditions were objected to in the State Administrative
Tribunal (SAT) with the SAT finding in favour of the range proprietor. The
decision of SAT is now subject to further consideration in the courts.
o reference is made to the conditions applied to the Small-bore Olympic Facility
at Whiteman Park. At the request of the applicant the application was held in
abeyance until the Ella Vella matter was determined in the courts.
o a Firearm Range Guide for Applicants has been developed which contains
information about requirements for approval and conditions. This document
is available to applicants. The information contained in it is sourced from
national standards relating to shooting ranges and ballistic science. A copy of
that Guide is enclosed.
Applications to add Firearms to an Existing Licence
The WA Police Force advise that in 2018 they received 9,348 applications for new
licences or additional firearms in the category of recreational shooters. Ninety-one of
those applications were declined on the basis of criterion in the Firearms Act 1973. In
2019 they received 9,173 such applications and thirty-five were declined. In respect
of Club applications, in 2018 the Western Australia Police Force received 1,606
applications and thirteen were declined. In 2019, 1,436 Club applications were
received and only three were declined.
Where refusal, revocation or cancellation action is taken, an applicant or licence holder

can seek a review of the decision in the SAT. In 2019, fifty-three firearms matters were
listed in the SAT for review and the SAT either set aside or dismissed the
Commissioner s decision in fourteen matters.

Very Powerful Firearms
The WA Police Force advise that the agency have devised a policy in respect of the
licencing of high powered’ firearms. The WA Police Force policy is based on a
calculation of the velocity of firearms over a set distance. The calculations were
provided by firearms suppliers. Calculations based on calibre and velocity permit the
identification of calibres that pose a significant risk to community safety. The
Commissioner of Police can, as part of the licencing process, assess the ability of an
applicant to effectively and safely use such a firearm as well as taking into account the
statutory requirement that an applicant provide reason and need in respect of the
firearm sought to be licenced.
The policy has been discussed at meetings of the Western Australia Firearm
Consultation Group
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Paintball Guns
Currently, the WA Police Force advise the agency has adopted a policy of considering
applications for the licencing of a paintball gun where there is a demonstrated case to
use the item for:
a) marking of trees;
b) target shooting on a property;
c) marking cattle or other livestock; or
d) deterrence of dingoes/wild dogs.
Auditor General s Report
The WA Police Force advise that they have implemented one recommendation of the
Auditor General s Report. The remaining recommendations are continuing to be
progressed and should be implemented by early 2020.
Processin of Licence Applications by Australia Post
The WA Police Force advise that Australia Post provide 168 locations throughout
Western Australia at which applications for firearms licences can be lodged. In
regional areas, where there is no Australia Post outlet, applications can be made at a
police station.

The WA Police Force further advise that they have no evidence that the use of
Australia Post has resulted in delays in processing, increased cost or breaches of data
security.
Licence Fees

The Western Australia Police Force advise that firearms licence fees in Australian
jurisdictions are not directly comparable for a number of reasons. For example, the
costs of firearms licences in this State is based upon cost recovery, with full cost
recovery not yet implemented. Between 2011/12 and 2016/17 the fee for an individual
firearm licence increased over 37%, and the fee for an additional firearm increased
over 59% in the same period. However, since 2017/18 firearm fee increases have
been capped at no more than CPI.
Licence Processing

The WA Police Force advise that, in the normal course of events, an application for an
original licence should take no more than sixty days and for an addition of a firearm to
an existing licence no more than thirty-five days.
The Firearms Act 1973 requires a mandatory cooling off period of twenty-eight days
in respect of an application for an original licence. The practical result of this
requirement is that determination of an application for such a licence cannot
commence until the expiration of this cooling off period.
In the experience of Western Australia Police Force, delay can often be attributed to
an applicant not initially having the required information at the time of lodging their
application.
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Licensing and Registry System
The Western Australia Police Force advise that the Licensing and Registry System, in
its most recent upgrade, is now integrated with the Australia Post portal. The Licensing
and Registry System was the first system to fully integrate with the Australian Criminal
Intelligence Commission s Australian Firearms Information Network [AFIN] and their
National Firearms Identification Database. At this time, Western Australia is one of
only two States that contribute to the AFIN.
Conduct of Police Officers
The WA Police Force advise that where complaints have been made about the
conduct of police officers engaged in licensing duties, thorough investigations are
carried by way of the internal investigation process. Complaint investigations may be
overseen by the Corruption and Crime Commission.
Investigations carried out by the WA Police Force in the past twenty-four months have
not established any misconduct on the part of officers involved in licensing activities.
Complaints about administrative matters or inter-personal contact with the public are
sometimes received. Where such a complaint is sustained remedial action is taken.

Such action may involve a change in procedure or addressing individual staff
requirements.

I trust this information is of assistance to the Committee.
Yours sincerely

HON MICHELLE ROBERTS MLA
MI ISTER FOR POLICE; ROAD SAFETY
Enc

2 3 APR 2020
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