Our Ref: 63-10721
Your Ref: Petition No 104

Hon Matthew Swinbourn MLC
Chair
Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs
Parliament House
4 Harvest Terrace

WEST PERTH WA 6005
Dear Mr Swinbourn
Thank you for your correspondence in relation to Petition Number 104 - Rural Crime,

which was referred to the Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs.
The Western Australia Police Force advise that since mid-2018, there has been focus by

animal activist group, Direct Action Everywhere (DXE) towards primary producers and
meat retailers in both the metropolitan and regional areas. These events have taken a

heightened profile since February 2019.
The Western Australia Police Force have investigated all incidents brought to their
attention and as at 6 June 2019 have charged seven people following investigations into
trespass and burglary offences at five rural properties in Western Australia. These

charges related to offences that occurred between August 2018 and February 2019 at
farming properties in Nambeelup, Hopeland, West Pinjarra, Benger and Mundijong.

During these incidents, individuals entered the properties without permission or legal
purpose and on two occasions animals had been stolen.

The WA Police Force has engaged key primary producing industry leaders to ensure
calm is maintained in the primary production industry, should individuals or businesses
be subject to activist focus.

Since March 2019, senior officers from the WA Police Force have been meeting with
primary production industry leaders to discuss strategies to increase the likelihood of
appropriate responses by primary producers, should they be targeted by activists. This
engagement activity has been led by the Assistant Commissioner Regional Western
Australia. Meetings have been attended by key primary producer organisations and
businesses, including the WA Farmers Federation, Pastoralists and Graziers

Association, WA Pork Producers, Department of Primary Industry and the WA Meat
Industry Association. Apologies were forwarded by the Dairy Council. The industry
representatives have agreed to formulate key media and community messages to guide
their respective members in the future. As a result of discussions, there is agreement to
explore key actions to address stakeholder concerns.
Those key actions are:

• Signage to better protect property from trespass by activists;
• Protocols to better protect primary producer events (e.g. cattle sales) from

activist activity;
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• Better industry understanding around the lawful use of drones encroaching on

private property; and
• Expand the representation of those attending to include the poultry industry.
It is noted that the petition centres on the introduction of an offence of Aggravated
Unlawful Entry upon primary production property, the introduction of Rural Crime
Investigators and improved legislation to control the use of drones.
As you may be aware, the Hon Michelle Roberts MLA, Minister for Police addressed

these matters in the Legislative Assembly on 10 April 2019.
The Attorney General is leading the development of reform options, including consulting
with the WA Police Force to create circumstances of aggravation for trespass offences,
and amendments to misconduct restraining orders.

I also advised that the WA Police Force has introduced Rural Crime Investigators (RCI)
into Regional Western Australia. RCI are located in the South West and Wheatbelt
Police Districts, with oversight and coordination provided by the Regional WA Regional
Office. The recent introduction of a second Commander into Regional WA will assist in

further positive development of the RCI model.
The WA Police Force has received positive feedback from industry representatives that
regular meetings in the future would assist the ongoing development and focus of RCI
throughout regional WA.

As you may be aware, legislation relating to air space is the responsibility of the
Commonwealth, and drones fall within this scope. Drone use is regulated by the Civil

Aviation Safety Authority (CASA). A Commonwealth Government-driven review of
legislation has commenced and the WA Police Force is being consulted during this
process.

Reports involving drone use can be reported by members of the public on the CASA
website. Any complaint received by the WA Police Force will be assessed to determine if
further investigation is required to establish if criminal charges can be progressed. In

addition, the WA Police Force use State-based legislation including the Surveillance
Devices Act 1998 (WA) to prosecute those who unlawfully use drones to commit an
offence.

With regard to protest activity, the WA Police Force have publically reminded members
of the community that any protest activity needs to be conducted lawfully. This means
the protest activity does not impede the rights of others, including their right to conduct
their business. Protesters are encouraged to conduct their protest in a professional and
lawful manner.
Yours sincerely

HON STEPHEN DAWSON MLC
ACTING MINISTER FOR POLICE; ROAD SAFETY

6 JUN 2019
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