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PETITION NO 030: ASBESTOS CONTAMINATION IN WITTENOOM, EASTERN GORGE
AND YAMPIRE

I acknowledge the contamination and subsequent health issues arising from the mining and
milling of asbestos in Wittenoom and the profound impact on the health and wellbeing this has
had on the Banjima people, as the traditional owners and custodians of the lands most
effected.

There are 30 known registered sites and Aboriginal heritage places that may be significant to
the Banjima people within the  Wittenoom Asbestos Management Area  and are afforded
protection under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972 (AHA). Irrespective of a site being either
known, or assessed by the Aboriginal Cultural Material Committee, and/or on the Register,
the AHA affords protection to all Aboriginal sites that can be determined to meet the definition
of section 5. I understand the Banjima people continue to access these sites for cultural
purposes due to their significance, and further work is needed to ensure the ongoing health
and safety of the Banjima people while they exercise their rights as native title holders.

As the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, I will continue to work with the Minister for Lands, the
Hon Dr Tony Buti MLA, in considering the next course of actions to manage the impact of the
asbestos contamination. I am also committed to working with the Banjima People to ensure
they are included in the decision-making process to help determine the appropriate
remediation and management options going forward.

Yours sincerely

Stephen Dawson MLC
MINISTER FOR ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS
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