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Dear Mr Foster

Thank you for your follow-up correspondence dated 13 September 2021 regarding the
recently tabled Petition No. 006 - Caravan Parks and Camping Grounds Regulations
1997. I note you are seeking further information on approvals issued over the last 5
years and the types of health and safety requirements imposed on those approvals.

Under the Caravan Parks and Camping Grounds Regulations, local governments
exclusively deal with applications to camp outside of a licensed caravan park or
camping ground for up to three months; or 12 months where a building permit has
been issued. As the legislation does not contain any reporting requirements, the
information you have requested is not held by the Department of Local Government,
Sport and Cultural Industries (DLGSC). To obtain this information, an approach would
need to be made to all 137 local governments for the data; however, it is also unlikely
that every local government would have this information available for reporting.

As Minister, under the legislation I can provide approvals to camp outside a licensed
caravan park or camping ground in accordance with regulation 11 which provides that
the Minister can only approve up to 12 consecutive months. A new approval is required
to be issued if an applicant desires longer than 12 months.

Over the last five years, I can confirm that the Minister responsible for the
administration of the Caravan Parks and Camping Grounds Regulations has received
and approved the following requests to camp on land outside of a licensed park (for
the full 12 months only):

- 2021 (to date): 13 applications received; 12 approvals issued.
- 2020: 7 applications received; 6 approvals issued.
- 2019: 5 applications received; 5 approvals issued.
- 2018: 4 applications received; 2 approvals issued.
- 2017: 1 application received; 1 approval issued.

Please note;- the 2021 figures include 12 applications lodged by residents affected by
the Wooroloo bush fire. All 12 were approved.
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The reasons for applications not being approved include:

- Planning and zoning restrictions of the area.
- High density of the proposed location and potential impact on neighbours.
- Health and safety concerns of the proposed site.
- Proximity of suitable, alternative accommodation nearby.

Regarding the health and safety aspects, applicants will only receive approval if they
have sufficient water, power and waste disposal facilities to the satisfaction of the
relevant local government. Further, I am required to consider the potential impact on
surrounding properties as well as any planning or zoning restrictions.

I reserve the right to withdraw approval if I receive advice from the relevant local
government that the health and conditions are no longer being met or if the impact on
surrounding properties is of sufficient concern.

I trust this information has been of assistance.
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