
Hon Reece Whitby MLA
Minister for Environment; Climate Action

Your Reference: A978978 Petition No. 052

Our Reference: 79-06005

Hon Peter Foster MLC
Chair
Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs
Legislative Council Committee Office
18-32 Parliament Place
WEST PERTH WA 6005

Dear Mr Foster

Thank you for your letter of 22 August 2022 seeking further information to assist with
preliminary enquiries into the issues raised in Petition No. 052 - Native Logging Ban,
tabled by Hon Steve Martin MLC.

I am pleased to provide the attached information and additional context that addresses
the concerns of the petition and Mr Martin.

Thank you for writing to me on this matter.

Yours sincerely

Reece Whitby MLA
MINISTER FOR ENVIRONME T

Att: ATTACHMENT 1

12 SEP 2022

Dumas House, 2 Havelock Street, West Perth, Western Australia, 6005
Telephone +61 8 6552 6300 Email: Minister.Whitby@dpc.wa.gov.au

https://www.premier.wa.gov.au/Ministers/ eece-Whitby



ATTACHMENT 1

Background

Western Australia s national parks, conservation parks, nature reserves, State forests
and timber reserves are vested in the Conservation and Parks Commission and
managed by the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions (DBCA)
under 10-year statutory management plans (forest management plan) developed in
consultation with the community.

A forest management plan (prepared in accordance with the Conservation and Land
Management Act 1984, CALM Act) provides the overall policy framework for protecting
and managing forests on public lands in our south-west. These plans accommodate
multiple values and uses and provide for a balanced delivery of biodiversity,
conservation, and forest-based industry outcomes, including recreation, water,
tourism and apiary.

The current plan supports timber production on a sustained yield basis, enabling the
commercial timber industry, as administered by the Forest Products Commission
(FPC).

In September 2021, the McGowan Government announced a decision to end the
large-scale commercial logging of native forests, to take effect from 2024. The timing
of this policy decision relates to the Forest Management Plan 2014-2023
(current FMP), ending on 31 December 2023. The Forest Management Plan
2024-2033 (next FMP), is expected to commence on 1 January 2024. The next plan
will no longer support timber harvesting as currently occurs, consistent with the
Government policy.

The decision was based on ever-increasing impacts of climate change, the importance
of maintaining biodiversity and forest health, the need for carbon capture and storage
and declining timber yields. From 2024, timber taken from our native forests will be
limited to forest management activities that improve forest health and clearing for
approved mining operations. This includes a practice referred to as ecological thinning.

Climate change and its impacts on rainfall in the south-west is well documented, and
the decline in rainfall since the 1970s has been deemed greater in the south-west than
anywhere else in Australia. Weather patterns in the south-west areas have led to a
shift to markedly drier, warmer landscapes. Effects of this changing climate on forests
include stress-induced mortality and stand-level dieback across the south-west region,
reduction in growth rates and carrying capacity of forest, increased risk of regeneration
failure after disturbance, increased risk of major pest and pathogen outbreaks, and
increased frequency and intensity of bushfires.

One of the forest management activities that can be undertaken in response to the
drying climate, is ecological thinning, a practice to support forest health and resilience
as the landscape continues to become drier and warmer in the future.

Thinning involves reducing the number of trees within an area to reduce the current
and future moisture stress on a site for an extended period. The defining feature of
ecological  thinning at the stand or patch scale is the primary objective to increase
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resilience of the forest to climate change impacts and maintain forest ecosystem
health. This remains nested within the landscape-scale objective of maintaining
biodiversity conservation outcomes over the long-term.

The future uses and management of the south-west forests, including undertaking
ecological thinning will be canvassed in the next FMP, to be released as a draft for
public comment in the last quarter of 2022.

Government policy breaches

The policy announced last year by the Premier will be implemented through
preparation of a statutory forest management plan by DBCA on behalf of the
Conservation and Parks Commission as required by the CALM Act. The process of
developing CALM Act management plans includes the preparation and release of a
draft plan for public comment. Comments received during the public comment period
will be considered in the finalisation of the plan that will be provided to me for my
approval.

Counter-intuitive environmental protection measures

The policy announcement accommodates the continued generation of timber from
clearing of native vegetation for approved mining operations, such as bauxite mining.
Timber and forest products from this vegetation clearing will continue to be made
available to various sectors, including for firewood. It is important to note however,
that the policy direction is for activities to be undertaken for the purpose of promoting
forest health and climate resilience, not to meet a specific commercial volume of wood
products.

The announcement also included a $350 million investment over 10 years in softwood
plantations, which will create and support WA forestry jobs and also support the
construction sector. Softwood timber plantations will also provide a carbon
sequestration benefit. Further information on this program may be sought from the
Minister for Forestry.

Misuse of native timber

It is acknowledged that people will still want to be able to heat their homes with
firewood and buy high quality, locally manufactured timber furniture. Timber taken as
a by-product of ecological thinning activities or clearing for approved mining operations
should be used rather than going to waste and could contribute to meeting this
demand through small businesses and other commercial means.

Bushfire prevention and environmental damage

Under the CALM Act, DBCA is responsible for preventing, managing and controlling
fire on approximately 26.9 million hectares of land, including national parks,
conservation parks, regional parks, State forests, timber reserves and nature reserves.

In WA, long standing bi-partisan political support has been critical in the continuation
of a landscape-scale prescribed burning program that has spanned over 60 years.
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DBCA and its predecessors have been undertaking prescribed burning at a landscape
level, and whole-of-forest scale across its forest regions in the south-west of Western

Australia since the 1960s.

The approach to managing fire risk in the south-west forests will be outlined in the next
FMP. It is intended that DBCA will maintain the technical skills, knowledge and
scientific research capability to appropriately manage the south-west forests.

The McGowan Government remains committed to the use of prescribed burning as
the primary means of reducing combustible fuel, and therefore the risk of bushfire to
our community and the environment.

Economic impact

The economic impact of the policy decision is being addressed through the
development of the Native Forestry Just Transition Plan. The Just Transition Plan, is
being managed by the Department of Jobs, Tourism, Science and Innovation and will
provide support to affected workers and businesses, drive further diversification of
local economies and assist in identifying and securing sustainable job opportunities.

Further information on these elements of the policy decision may be sought from the
Minister for State Development, Jobs and Trade and the Minister for Forestry.

Potential for illegal logging

The McGowan Government is aware of the issue of unauthorised collection of
firewood from native vegetation on public and private lands throughout the State.
DBCA has existing powers under both the CALM Act and the Biodiversity
Conser ation Act 2016 to undertake compliance and enforcement activities relating to
this behaviour. This issue will be further canvassed in the next FMP.

Lack of consultation

Preparation for the next FMP is well advanced and consultation commenced in
December 2021.
Pre-draft engagement activities undertaken by DBCA and the Conservation and Parks
Commission included stakeholder meetings, stakeholder focus groups and a public
online survey.

The next FMP will also have a minimum formal public comment period of two months,
with feedback used to finalise the plan.

The Just Transition Plan and the Native Forestry Transition Group both involve
consultation with industry, the workforce and the community.


