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Dear Mr O Brien
PETITION No. 7- ENVIRONMENTAL LEGAC OF M N NG

Thank you forthe opportunity to present evidence to the Standing Committee on
Environment and Public Affairs on 27 November 2013.

During the presentation of evidence there were two matters where the
Committee offered the department the opportunity to provide further detail
regarding the matters subject to the Petition No. 7. These related to:
I) Adequacy of section 162 of the Mining Act 1978, and
2) Access to publicly available approved Mining Proposals.
I will deal with each of these matters in turn.

Disclosure requirements for Mining Proposals
The Mining Legislative Amendment Bill 2013 was read into Parliament on
30 October 2013. This billincluded a provision to amend the Mining Act 7978 to
expand the regulation making powers in relation to document disclosure.
Making reference to this bill, and the correspondence from the Minister for Mines
and Petroleum to the Committee (3 October 2013), the Committee provided a
question on notice: "Why is the current regulating power in section 762
considered inadequate?"
Section 162(2)(x) currently allows regulations to be made 'to authorise and
regulate the copying, storage, release, publibation and dissemination of
information contained in any applioatibn or report under this Act or any other
information supplied to the Mim^ter, a warden, or any official of the Department
under this Act. ..':

In compiling a list of the types of documents that the department wished to be
authorised to release, it became clearthere was doubt about whether all of the

document categories were covered by those words.
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For instance, the department proposes to use the revised section 162 to make
regulations around the release a range of documents, information and other data
submitted to DMP in connection with certain applications and approvals (such as

programmes of work and mine closure plans) but that do not form an integral
part of the particular application or approval. Documents such as these are
unlikely to be covered by section 162(2)(x) as it is currently drafted.
In proposing the amendments to section 162(2)(x) the department intended to
make the regulation-making power as broad as possible, so as not to restrictthe
capacity to extend the regulations to cover the release of documents or
information in future.

Access to publicly available approved Mining Proposals

The Committee also sought confirmation on how Mining Proposals could be
viewed through the department's website. As outlined during the session on
27 November 2013, all Mining Proposals approved after 2006 (which do not

include commercially sensitive information) are available for public viewing on
the department's website. For mining proposals approved prior to 2006, the

department is working to make these documents also publicly available.
All of these approved mining proposals are located on the same location in the
department's website:
.
The department's website is at WWW in wa. ov au
.
From this page, it is possible to select "Online systems" (blue tab at top

left of page), and then select"Mines andmineraldeposits (MINEDEX/'.
.

At the very top of the next page, choose the Australian-language version
of Mihes and mineral deposits (MINEDEX). This will load the MINEDEX
system.

.

At the left of screen is a choice of query wizards; choose the "Mining
Proposal^' wizard, and then enter the mining proposal parameters forthe
search.

From this location it is possible to search and view approved Mining Proposals.
Ithank you again forthe opportunity to present information to the Committee.
Yours sincerely

Phil Gorey
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ENVIRONMEN
^
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