
For the Attention of the Standing Committee on Environmental and Public Affairs -  
The Hon. Peter Foster MLC 
 
My name is Todd Daley, I have been a resident of Duncraig since 2005. In the last 16 years the 
noise levels from the Mitchell Freeway have significantly increased in our locale due to widening 
of the freeway 2006, other major subsequent projects, the introduction of the B Series train and 
the number of carriages from 3 to 6.   
 
I have been involved with Government departments for 18 months regarding the offensive  
sound levels. I was advised by the office of Transportation and Planning that this would not be 
addressed unless there was a major project in the area and that SPP 5.4 would be adhered to at 
that time.  I then became aware of the Southbound widening and the Smart Freeway projects in 
November 2020. 
 
Obviously this was a community issue which resulted in the formation of the Duncraig Sound 
Mitigation Group being formed and the collection of 56 residents signatures on the Government 
required petition format and prior to that 77 other residents signed their support on a non 
Government format (the latter of which was not accepted even after a request by MP Pritchard 
to be tabled}. 
 
In addition to this, we have had MP Martin Pritchard, Joondalup Mayor Jacob and Deputy Mayor 
Fishwick, Federal MP Ian Goodenough and MP Krystivec onsite and all agreed the sound levels 
particularly along Pentland Avenue appeared to be excessive.  We have also undertaken sound 
level measurements which exceed the standard levels at the times stated in SPP 5.4 (Table 1).  
 
MP Peter Collier also gave support with a question raised in Parliament.  DSMG also gained 
support from 7 media with a 100 picture documentation of lack of vegetation/freeway noise 
article, 6PR did a radio interview with subsequent admission of the interview on their website. 
 
Our concerns are that in addition to the existing excessive sound levels, the proposed 
Southbound project with the inclusion of a sound wall on the east side of the freeway 
will further increase sound levels to the west side of the project.   
 
To date, we have been advised by the Main Roads Dept. that the 300 meter boundary as per SPP 
5.4 does not apply to the West side residents being Duncraig.  The office for the Minister of 
Transport and Planning has stated that the Main Roads Dept is the party that interprets the 
boundary policy and therefore supports their interpretation.  
 
We believe that the spirit of SPP 5.4 covers the Duncraig area which falls within the 300 meter 
boundary of the Southbound project.  Federal MP Goodenough also stated categorically that the 
300 meter project boundary would include Duncraig.  Our DSMG Facebook page attracted a 
Perth civil engineer who stated it was highly irregular for Main Roads to limit only one direction 
on the boundary for sound/noise measurements and mitigation. 
 
I have had discussions concerning sound issues due to topography which included a  contracted 
acoustic engineer.  They provided some basic costs which estimated, to mitigate sound in 
Duncraig, might be 1% total project cost at most; of course this could be much cheaper too.  I 



also discovered the WA  government has an additional $16 million State Investment Fund for 
sound walls.   
 
Finally, we contend the Mitchell Freeway is a  major transport corridor of both road and rail 
which comprises north and south lanes.  We understand that policy SPP 5.4 for road and rail 
noise was created in the spirit to help communities maintain a good quality of life.  This is more 
relevant now with the increasing strains of growth and infrastructure.   
 
Our government created this policy in 2009 with the foresight of things to come which I truly 
respect.  Do we not have the right to question the effects of a proposed project that sits in our 
front yard?  For example, we understand from experts that there will be increased levels of 
noise to the west side due to the proposed infrastructure upgrade on the east side.  
MP Peter Collier asked Parliament on our behalf “Why is Duncraig  not also considered since 
they too are adjacent to the project like Greenwood albeit on the west side?”   
 
Bottom line, SPP 5.4, states one thing and Main Roads Department’s interpretation is strangely 
different for the projects mentioned herein.  The Duncraig community does reside adjacent, like 
Greenwood, and within 300 meters of the carriageway edge or trigger distance of the projects.  
Most parties agree this is the proper interpretation and would include Duncraig for the planning 
of these projects too. 
 
Currently, there is funding, there are 2 major projects underway, there is widening south of us, 
there is an extension to Alkimos north, there is a desire to employ people in WA, the products 
and machinery will be on site.   Best practice design walls for sound mitigation are 
simultaneously constructed on both sides to accommodate a valley. The corridor is in a valley 
with little or no vegetation and with clear sight to traffic on the freeway, therefore there is a 
need for sound mitigation west of the projects. 
 
The Duncraig community is requesting the planning of these projects to incorporate the effect 
on the west side of the proposed projects and not just restricting the effect to the east side of 
the project for equality.   
 
 All that lacks for good planning is the desire from the Minister of Transport: Planning and Main 
Roads to enact proper boundaries and this will benefit  all parties within the trigger distance of 
these projects as per SPP 5.4.   
 
Most importantly, SPP 5.4 states the only time Main Roads does sound mitigation is during new 
or major upgrade projects,  and at no other time.  SPP 5.4 also states when projects are 
completed there is no retrofitting for sound mitigation.  While enquiring our government on this 
planning policy I found all agencies to be completely lacking in transparency and evasive or 
dismissive.   We share the same problems as Greenwood, the upcoming projects and the 
increase in sound levels, particularly with the erection of a sound wall on east side of the 
projects only reflecting more sound westward.  Best practice is to build walls designed to work 
together to best decrease noise.  We hope for your support in addressing our petition. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Todd Daley 


