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Dear Mr Swinbourn

PETITION No18, MANAGEMENT OF WILD DOGS IN NULLAGINE
Thank you for your letter dated 13 September 2017 regarding Petition No. 18
Management of Wild Dogs in Nullagine.
I acknowledge the submission from Ms Cate Clancy relating to improving methods of
the management of wild dogs in Nullagine and welcome the opportunity to respond
to Petition No. 18. The petition and submission expressed concern about the current
methods used to control wild dogs in the Nullagine area based on alleged losses of
domestic pets and an assertion of negative effects of 1080 on native wildlife. The
petition request that the Legislative Council inquire into safer and more humane
methods to manage wild dogs.
The submission from the principal petitioner asserts that:
Use of 1080 baits in the Nullagine area has resulted in death of three domestic
dogs from the town area.

Signage and mail notifications regarding baiting could have avoided these losses.
1080 baits are having a negative effect on the local wildlife and may potentially
have an impact on humans.

Requests the Government find another manageable treatment for wild dogs in the
area.
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Response to the petition
Domestic Dog Losses
The submission asserts that a dog was killed by ingestion of a 1080 bait in
September 2016. An investigation was conducted by a Department of Primary
Industries and Regional Development (DPIRD) officer. The investigation determined
that the dog was unsupervised in the Garden Pool area, approximately 3km from the
town site on pastoral land without the permission of the pastoralist. The owner did
not see the dog ingest a bait and no autopsy was conducted on the dog to confirm
that the dog died from 1080 poisoning.
The loss of a domestic pet is regrettable; however there is no evidence that 1080
has been laid in the Garden Pool area and no evidence that DPIRD approved baiting
has breached the conditions of the Code of Practice for the safe use and
management of 1080 in Western Australia (WA).
The submission identifies that two other dogs from the community picked up baits.
These incidents were not reported to DPIRD. Consequently there has not been an
investigation, veterinary report or autopsy to support the assertion that the animals
died from 1080 poisoning.
Signage, notifications and baiting practices
All of the station properties in the Nullagine area have undergone risk assessments
for use of 1080 and have valid permits for the use of 1080 products and all
pastoralists have received appropriate training.
Aerial baiting within the Nullagine area is undertaken by the Pilbara Recognised
Biosecurity Group (RBG). The RBG takes measures to reduce the risk of accidental
poisoning by:
® Providing extensive contact to the community. Communication is provided to
Shires, town services, accommodation providers and roadhouses. The

communication advises of baiting dates and provides a flyer for dissemination to
residents and tourists. The flyer outlines the risks to domestic pets and provides a
contact for further information.

« Providing 200 warning signs for pastoralists to display around areas that have
been baited.

© Ensuring aerial baiting does not occur with 5km of town sites.
As a result of these risks mitigation measures there have been no reported incidents
of suspect 1080 poisoning s as a result of the RBG 2017 baiting activities.
Impacts of 1080 bait on wildlife and humans
1080, also called sodium fluoracetate, is a naturally occurring toxin found in more
than 30 species of native Australian plants. Many species of native fauna have a
natural tolerance to 1080 due to evolutionary exposure to the toxin. This is
particularly pronounced in WA fauna where most of the plant species containing
sodium fluoracetate are found. The tolerance of native species is one of the reasons
1080 is considered a suitable toxin for introduced species.
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The toxicity of 1080 to humans is approximately 20 times less than to dogs.
Consequently, there have been very few reports of concerns of human safety from
use of 1080 in WA.
The use of 1080 is a legal, accepted control option for the management of wild dogs.
As part of an integrated control program it is an effective landscape-scale control
technique.

DPIRD is working with the Department of Health (DoH) to enable the registration of
two products, developed by the Invasive Animals Cooperative Research Centre, that
contain para-aminopropiophenone (RAPP) for wild dog and fox control. PAPP has
the advantage of having an antidote for domestic dogs but conversely has greater
impacts on non-target species. Once approved by DoH these two products will be
available in WA. However, given their impacts on non-target species their use will be
constrained to applications were these risks can be appropriately mitigated.
Management of dogs in Nullagine
The Shire of East Pilbara publically identifies on its website the location of Animal
Exercise Areas and specifically lists a dog exercise areas in Nullagine (Reserve
23348 located at 167 Cooke Street). This reserve provides opportunities for the
community to safely exercise their dogs.
All of the terms of the petition and submission have been addressed. I encourage the
community to continue to report any suspect baiting incidents to DPIRD and that an
autopsy is conducted on any suspect poisonings to determine the cause of death.
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