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Politics and Law Unit 2: Representation and Justice.
The Goldilocks Challenge This seat is Juuust Right.
Teachers Notes:
The below resource has been designed as a suggested learning and assessment activity for Politics and
Law Unit 2: Representation and Justice, focusing upon the Syllabus point: The Ways individuals,
political parties and pressure groups can participate in the electoral processes in Australia.
It is suggested that this resource be categorised as either source analysis or investigation for the
purpose of assessment type. Please consult the Politics and Law ATAR Year 11 Syllabus guide for
appropriate weighting.

The Goldilocks Challenge: This seat is Juuust Right!
Members of Parliament of Western Australia are elected to either the Legislative Council or the Legislative
Assembly. No matter where you are in Western Australia, each of you lives within one of 59 Legislative
Assembly electoral districts and one of six Legislative Council electoral regions.
Elections happen every four years and at that time you will notice a number of candidates trying to gain
support of the electorate’s voters in order to represent you in Parliament.
The Legislative Council is often known as the upper house. It has 36 members elected from six regions, is
independent of the Legislative Assembly but shares the work of making laws and holding the government
to account by asking it questions and debating issues.
The 59 electoral Legislative Assembly districts are reflected in the 59 seats in our lower house. Whichever
political party wins the majority of these 59 seats, also wins government.
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When we talk about the characteristics of a parliamentary seat, we are not doing a Goldilocks and
commenting on the qualities of a chair, but are referring to the social, cultural and economic features
that make a particular electoral district or seat, unique. These characteristics are broadly referred to as
demographics. This demographic information can assist Parliament when it is deciding how to spend
public monies in order to improve our communities. For example, if Parliament is aware of a seat that has
an increasing birth-rate, then it can plan accordingly to ensure there are adequate child health services,
kindergartens and primary schools.
Demographic information is not just useful for Parliament; in fact all of us can make more informed
decisions by having the facts at hand. This is one of the reasons why lobby groups and political parties
will often undertake research to find out about the specific issues affecting people in a particular
electorate or seat. Political parties today run highly targeted and professional campaigns based on lots
of research in order to capture every vote possible in each one of these seats. Before they receive a
person’s vote, each candidate needs to let people know who they are, what they stand for and how hard
they will work for the specific issues that the voter really cares about. Not only is it important for the voter
to know what the candidate stands for, more importantly the candidate needs to know what issues her
or his electorate cares most strongly about. To have a truly representative democracy, we need to ensure
that community issues are acknowledged and are being addressed by the member.
Often these issues are associated with the demographic characteristics of a particular area. A seat with
an ageing population may be more concerned about aged care facilities and access to public transport
rather than childcare facilities. On the other hand, a seat that contains a large number of young adults
may be more concerned with having access to sporting and entertainment facilities.
Capturing characteristics such as the age, ethnicity,
education level, family composition of a particular
district, assists political parties in crafting their policies
prior to an election. Often the party that is best at
aligning their policies to values and aspirations of those
they are wishing to represent will be rewarded by their
candidate winning that particular seat.
Remember, the party that wins the majority of these
seats form government. What if each of the major
parties wins the same number of seats? When this
happens, it is referred to as a hung Parliament. In the
case of a hung parliament, each of the major parties
will try to gain a majority by gaining support from
minor parties or independent members.
An independent member is one who is not a member
of any political party.
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For a party to gain the support of an independent, they may need to agree to certain conditions put
forward by the member, which otherwise would not form part of their policy platform. These conditions
may focus upon a specific issue relevant to the independent member’s own electorate. But how could an
independent candidate even go about exploring the issues facing their electorate, without all of the
resources of the major parties? Whether you are a major or minor party, or even an independent
candidate there are numerous data bases available that can assist you in really drilling deeper into the
demography and therefore associated needs of specific electorates. The Parliament of Western Australia’s
Electorate Profiles is one such online resource containing lots of this information and much, much more.

And now for the Goldilocks Challenge:
This seat is juuust right!
As an independent candidate, develop three
different policies based upon the demographic
features of your electoral district. When an
independent candidate or a political party
develops a collection of policies, it is often referred
to as a policy platform.

How do I build my policy platform?
Once you have explored the above site and become familiar with how to navigate through to the specific
information you require; develop three policies to take to the people based upon three specific needs of
your electorate. Undertaking this form of research is known as needs analysis. These issues could relate
to seniors, education, health, sport and recreation, transport, youth affairs or any other area where state
parliament has a responsibility. These areas of responsibility are known as policy portfolios. Therefore,
your policy platform will be made up from 3 separate portfolios. For example you could call your
platform ‘Access All Areas’ and it could contain three policies drawn from the portfolios of disability
services, youth and seniors.
Remember these policies will be based upon the demographic information you are able to uncover. For
example if you are developing a youth policy, you will need to back this up by demonstrating how many
young people live within the seat, what services they are currently denied and most crucially, what service
you would like introduced to address this issue. By advocating a particular policy you are letting the voters
know what you believe in and what you would try to achieve on their behalf if you win the seat at the next
election.
Remember, before you develop your policy platform it is crucial that you develop a strong understanding
of the demography of your electorate. So therefore your first task is to undertake an analysis of your
electorate.
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Task One: Electorate Analysis Activity
Visit Electorate Profiles and locate the electorate in which you live. Download the Western Australian
Parliamentary Library Census Report by clicking on the cover and collecting the following information:

Who is the current sitting member of your electorate? _______________________________________________________________
What is the population of your electorate?_____________________________________________________________________________
List the suburbs or towns which are located within your electorate?_______________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How many schools does it contain? _____________________________________________________________________________________
What is the median age? _______________________________
What is the median household income? _______________________________________________
What percentage of residents has a university qualification? ________________________________
What percentage of residents was born overseas? ___________________________________
What percentage is Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander?______________________________________
What is the median level of rent? ________________________________________________________
What is the median level of mortgage repayment? ________________________________
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Task Two:
Now that you have undertaken some preliminary research to gain an overview of your electorate it is
now time to drill deeper into the statistics in order to build your policy platform. Look at the following list
of Ministers and choose three portfolios here.

Task Three:
Using the Electorate Profiles as your primary source, discuss three policies, across three different
portfolios; you would take to the election, if campaigning as an independent. Each of these policies
needs to be justified by referring to the demography of your electorate.
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