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The Parliament of Western Australia (POWA) welcomes 
you to our very first online bulletin for young adults. 

EMPOWA brings you all the facts on how you 
can have your say in WA! 

Semester 1 - March 2020

Have you ever tried buying that ticket to the 
hottest gig in town, only to find the event has 
sold out? To add to the frustration, you then 
discover numerous sites, selling dozens of 
tickets at inflated prices. Worse still is when 
you purchase this ticket in good faith, only 
to rock up to the venue and be told that it’s a 
fake and you’re denied entry! 
Well, the POWA is currently exploring how
laws could be tightened in relation to ticket
scalping so you can get to the gig or game

at a reasonable price. 
During this process some members of the 
Legislative Assembly have even revealed their 
own favourite acts and bands. Metallica, John
Butler, Nick Cave, Pink Floyd, Faith No More,
Beck, The Cure, Eminem, Fleetwood Mac 
and even The Wiggles all scored honourable 
mentions. 
To see if your local member is a hip hopper,
hot potato, headbanger or yacht rocker,
check out Hansard’s hit parade.
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Democracy’s better with people like Greta!
Democracy means ‘voice of the people’ 
and it is crucial that young people have the 
opportunity to get their voices heard. You 
would have to be living under a rock not to 
know of Greta Thunberg and the impact she 
has had on generating discussion and debate
around climate change. This young woman 
has shown the world you are never too 
young to have a voice. So how, as a young 
adult living in Western Australia can 
you get your voice heard by the POWA? 

One way this can be achieved is through 
contacting your Local Member, who is the
person that represents your electoral district. 
You can find your local member here.

In recent months the world has witnessed 
two of the youngest ever government leaders
elected into parliament. Finland’s newest 
national leader is 34 year-old Sanna Marin,
however she can no longer claim the record
as the world’s youngest. 

This title now goes to Sebastian Kurz, who 
was sworn in as Chancellor of Austria just this 
January at the age of 33. The youngest ever 
member in the POWA was just 24 and our 
current youngest member was elected at the
age of 26. 

House of Youths!

To find out who he is and learn about the 42 
members who were all elected under the age 
of 30, read the Youngest MPs in WA fact sheet.  
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When Sharing’s not Caring!
The practice of distributing non-consensual
intimate images via a phone or other 
device is a form of image-based sexual 
abuse and has caused much distress and 
trauma to many young Western Australians. 

Fortunately, the POWA has recently passed 
the Criminal Law Amendment (Intimate

Images) Bill and under this law, those who
share such images, are now subject to legal
sanctions, including fines and imprisonment.
These recent penalties will hopefully act as a
deterrent to potential perpetrators and 
strengthen the protections around you, your
family and your friends’ online privacy.  
Check out the law here. 
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Parligraph Test

When watching press conferences, you 
could be forgiven for thinking that some 
parliamentarians have had every inch of 
spontaneity removed by risk averse media
managers. It is important to remember 
however, that regardless of which party MPs
belong to, they all have different lived

experiences, world views and values that help 
shape our democracy. Empowa asked three 
members of the POWA to take the Parligraph 
Test and each revealed candid answers that 
are as diverse and as interesting as they are.     
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Parligraph Test continued...

Favourite movie: Star Wars (The Empire Strikes Back)

Favourite footy team: Perth Demons Football Club

Most significant Role Model: My Dad

Favourite food: Spicy Asian

Favourite activity: Going to music festivals

Dream dinner party guest: My wife and two daughters (I rarely get to dine with them)

Favourite artist: The Cure, INXS 

How would you describe Victoria Park in three words? Vibrant, unique and embracing

Why did you want to become a Member of Parliament? To change lives

Hon Ben Wyatt MLA - Treasurer 
and Member for Victoria Park

Ben Wyatt pictured with his daughter

Hon Mia Davies MLA - Leader of the National Party
and Member for Central Wheatbelt
Favourite movie: The Iron Man series

Favourite footy team: Fremantle Dockers

Most significant Role Model: My Dad, Dexter

Favourite food: Crème brulee – gets me every time

Favourite activity: Hanging with my family, especially my rambunctious 

nephew and niece!

Dream dinner party guest: Teddy Roosevelt and Barack Obama – the Presidential dream team!

Favourite artist: I’m a Johnny Farnham tragic – used to be a member of his fan club

How would you describe Central Wheatbelt in three words? Robust. Resilient. Reliable.

Why did you want to become a Member of Parliament? Through watching Dad and others I knew become MPs, I saw the 

positive change being a Member could bring to regional communities.  We operate in one of the most important decision 

making forums of the State. It’s an honour and privilege having a job where I can fight for the needs and interests of my 

electorate, of regional West Australians and for the advancement of this State as a whole.

Mia Davies (left) with niece Ella, sister Emma and 
Mum Leonie at Southern Brook

 

Hon Liza Harvey MLA - Leader of the Opposition 
and Member for Scarborough
Favourite movie: Sweet Home Alabama

Favourite footy team:  Fremantle Dockers

Most significant role model: My parents

Favourite food:  Roast pork and purple cabbage cooked by my partner

Favourite activity: The beach with my partner, my children and 

grandchildren and Rumble, my German Shepherd.

Three Dream dinner party guests: Sir Robert Menzies, Sir Winston Churchill and Hon John Howard OM

Favourite artist: The Choirboys - Run to Paradise

How would you describe Scarborough in three words?  Extraordinarily beautiful community

Why did you want to become a Member of Parliament?  To improve the Scarborough foreshore and make it a safe family 

place to be

Liza Harvey (right) with Ann Dunstan of the Trigg Art Club at the 
Trigg Island Surf Life Saving Club’s community mural project
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